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TO THE 


Need not acquaint you by 

EP what Accident theſe Letters 
were put into my Hands, and 
what Pains I have taken in 
tranſlating them. I will only 
fay, that having been long a Scholar to 
the lack maſt learned Mr. Dagichy, Inter- 


preter of the Oriemal Languages, I have 


acquired Skill enough in the Henan 


Tongue, to be able to give the Senſe of 


them pretty juſtly : Though [ muſt acknow- 


ledge my Tranſlation far interior to the 


Eaſtern Hublimity of the Original, which : 
no Engliſh Expreſſion can come up to, and 


| Ned no Engliſh Reader would admire... 


A 2 I am 


| & am aware that ſome People may ſulpekt 
that the Character of a Perfian is Fictiti- 
o, as many ſuch Counterfeits have ap- 
peared both in France and England. But 
whoever reads them with Attention, will 
be convinced, that they are certainly the 
Work of a perfect Stranger: The Obſer- 
vations, are ſo Foreign and oat of the Way, 
ſuch remote Hints and imperfect Netions are 
taken up, our preſent happy Condition is in 
all Reſpe&s ſo ill under good, that it is hardly 
poffble my Engliſbman ſhould be the Au- 
thor. 

Vet as there is a Pleaſure in bie 
how Things Here affect a Foreigner, though 

s Conceptions of them be ever ſo extra- 
vagant, I think you may venture to expoſe 
them to the Eyes of the World, the rather 
becauſe it is plain the Man who wrote them 
is a Lover of Liberty; and muſt be ſup- 
poſed more impartial than our Countrymen, 
when they ſpeak of their own admired 
2 Cuſtoms and favourite Opinions. 
I have nothing further to add, but chat 
| it i is a great Pity they are not recommended 
to the Public by a Dedication to ſome 


Great Man about the Court, who would have 
Patro- 


3 


Ps ir 


Patronized them for the Freedom with which 
they are writ + But the Publiſher not hav- 
ing the Honour to be acquainted with any 
Body There, they muſt want that · ineſti- 
mable Advantage, and truſt entirely to 

a the Candour of the Reader. I am, 

5 
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Your moſt humble Servant. 
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LETTER © 


San 10 Minze at Iſpahan. ; 


From Funds, 
— * HOU Kit: my -deareft 


— * 


moved me to leave my Coun» 
try and viſit England: Thou 
waſt thyſelt, in a great Mea- 
fo re, the Cauſe of it. The Relations we 
received from our Friend Usbec; of thoſe 


Parts of Europe which he had ſeen, raiſed in 


us 
Is 
Xx 


Mirza, the Reaſons 'that 


us an ardent Deſire to know the reſt, and | | 
particularly his famous land, of which, 

not having been there himſelf, he could 

give us but imperfe& Accounts. „ 

By his Perſuaſion we determined to tra- 
vel thither - But when we were juſt ready 
to ſer out, the ſublime Orders of the Sophi 
our Mafter detained thee at the Feet of 
his ſacred Throne. 

Unwilling as I was to go FOR Lyielded 
to thy Importunities, and was content to 
live ſingle among Strangers and Enemies 
to the Faith, that I might be able to gra- 

tify thy Thirſt of Knowledge. 

My Voyage was proſperous; and I find 
this Country well worthy our Curxioſity - 
The Recommendations given me by Usbec 
to ſome Eugliſb he knew at Paris, are a 
great Advantage to me: And I have taken 
ſuch Pains to learn the Language, chat 1 
am already more capable of Converſation 
than a great many Foreigners I meet with 
here, who have reſided much longer in this 
Country, eſpecially the Freach, who ſeem 
$0 value themſelves upgn ſpeaking no 
e ene. \ 0 8770 
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| | I ſhall apply myſelf principally to ſtu- 
W- dy the Engliſh Government, ſo different from 


that of Per/a, and of which Usbec has con- 
| ceived at a Diſtance ſo great-aniIdea. 

Whatever in the ers of this Peo- 
7 ple appears to me to be Angular and fan- 
; ftaſtical, I will alſo give thee ſome Account 
1 of: And if I may judge by What J have 
ſeen already, this is a Subject which will 


1 not. eaſily be exhauſted. - 4 
y Communicate my Letters to Usbec, an 4 
: he will explain ſuch Difficulties to thee as 1 

. may happen to occur: But if any thing 


ſhould ſeem to you both to be unaccounta» 

4 ble, do not therefore immediately conclude 

it falſe; for the Habits and Reaſonings of 

Men are ſo very different, that what ap- 

pears the Exceſs of Folly in one Country, 

may, in another, be eſteemed the higheſt 
Wi dom. 
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LE T T E R 
SELIM to MzzA at . 


From London. 
H E firſt Objefto fa Stranger's Cu- 
rioſity are the pablie SpeFtacles. I 
was carried laſt Night to one they call an 
Opera, which is a Concert of Muſic 
brought from Ftaly, and in every Reſpect 
| foreign to this Country, It was performed 
in a Chamber as magnificent as the reſplen- 
dent Palace of our Emperor, and as full 
of handſome Women as his Seraglio. 
They had no Eunuchs among them; but 
there was one who ſung upon the Stage, 
and, by the luxurious 'Tenderneſs of +3 
Airs, ſeemed fitter to make them wanton, 
than keep them chaſte. 
" Inſtead of the Habit proper to ſuch 
Creatures, he wore a Suit of Armour, and 
called himſelf Fulius Ceſar. 4 
I asked who Fulius Ceſar was, and 


whether he had been famous for /inging © 
TONE 


11 


They told me, he was 4 Warrior that 


3 had conquered all the World, and de- 
bauched half the Women in Rowe: 

I was going to expreſs my Admiration 
at ſeeing him ſo properly repreſented, 
when I heard two Ladies, who fate nigh 
me, cty out, as 1t were in ah Ecſtacy, O 
that dear Creature. I am Hing for Love of 
hin. 


1 
in At the ſame Time I honed, a Genel | 
ic ay aloud, that both the Muſic and Sing- 
& ers were deteltable. 

2d You muſt not mind him, aid my Friend, 
= he is of the other Party, and comes here 
ill only as a Spy. 


fo How ! faid T, have you Parties in Mu- 

ut Mic? Yes, replied he, it is a Rule with 

re, us to judge of nothing by our Senſes and 

his Underſtanding, but to hear, and ſee, and 

n, think, only as we chance to be differently 
ngaged, 

ch W I hope, faid I, that a Stranger may be 


nd Weutral i in theſe Diviſions : And to ſay the 


= : ruth, your Muſic is very far from i in- 


nd daming me to a Spirit of Faction; it is 


7 uch more likely to lay me * Ours 
in 
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ka 
in Perf 5a ſets us all a dancing ; but 1 am 
quite unmoved with this. | 


We have moſt of us learnt it in our Turns. 


- Scum Z Mraza at Tpahan. | 


Muſicians, but with Bulls and Bears, and 


Do but fancy it moving, returned my 
Friend, and you will ſoon be moved as 


much as others. It is a Trick you may 
learn when you will, with a little Pains: 


eee. e 
LETTER in. 


© rom London. 


Was this Morning preſent at a Diver- 

ſion extremly different from the Ope- 
ra, of which I have given thee a Deſcrip- 
tion, and they tell me it is peculiar to this 
Country. The Spectators were placed in 
Galleries of an open Circus: Below them 
was an Area filled, not with Eunuchs and 


Dogs and Fighting Men. - The Pleaſure 
was to ſee the Animals. worry, and gore 
one another, and the Men give and re- 


ceive man Wounds; "I which the delighte 
Be- 


Behokders rewarded with aa of Mo- 


ney, greater or leſs, in Proportion as the 
Combatants were more or leſs hurt. I had 
ſome Compaſſion for the poor-Beaſts which 


were forcibly incenſed againft each other: 


But the human Brutes, who, unexcited by 
any Rage or Senſe of Injury, could ſpill 
the Blood of others, and loſe. their own, 
ſeemed to me to deſerve no Pity : Ho] 
ever, I looked upon it as a Proof of the 
martial Genius of this People, and imagi- 
ned I could diſcover in that Ferocity a 
Spirit of Freedom. A Frenchman, who 
ſate near me, was much offended at the 
Barbarity of the Sight, and reproached 
my Friend who brought me thither with 
the ſanguinary Diſpoſition of the Engliſh, 


in delighting in ſuch Spectacles, My 


Friend agreed with him 1n general, and 


allowed that it ought not to be encoura- 


ged in a civilized State: But a Gentleman 
who was placed juft above them caft a 
very ſour Look at both, and did not ſeem 
at all of their Opinion. He was dreſt in 
a ſhort black Wig, had his Boots on, and 


: "__ in his Hand a long Whip, which, 


B when 
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when the Fellow fought ſtoutly, V would 


crack very loud by way of Approbation. 


One would have thought by his Aſpect 
that he had fought ſome Prizes himſelf, 


or at leaſt that he had received a 250d 


Part of his Education in this Place. His 
Diſcourſe was as rough as his Figure, but 
did not appear to me to want Senſe. I 
ſuppoſe, Sir, ſaid he to my Friend, that 
you have been bred at Court, and there- 
fore I am not ſurprized that you do not 


reliſh the Bear-Garden : But let me tell 
you, that if more People came hither, and 


fewer loitered in the Drawing-Room, it 
would not be the worſe for Old England. 


We are indeed a c/vi/ized State, as you are 


pleaſed to call it; but I could wiſh, upon 
certain Occaſions, we were not quite ſo 


civil. This Gentleneſs and Effeminacy in 
our Manners will ſoften us by Degrees 
into Slaves, and we ſhall grow to hate 
fighting in Earneſt, when we do not love 


to ſee it in Jeſt. You fine Gentlemen are 


for the Taſte of modern Rome, ſqueaking 
Eunuchs and Corruption: But I am for 


that of ancient Rome, Gladiators and Li- 


at „ 0 


bein borne 


| | I 
berty. And as for the Barbarity which 
the Foreigner there upbraids us with, I 
can tell him of a French King whom their 
Nation is very proud of, that ated much 
more barbarou/ly ; for he ſhed the Blood 
of Millions of his Subjects out of down- 
right Wantonneſs, and butchered his inno- 
cent Neighbours without any Cauſe of 
Quarrel, only to have the Glory of be- 
ing eſteemed the greateſt Prizs-Fighter in 
OS” 


F R IV. 
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7, From London. 
T is the Law of England, that when a 
Debtor is inſolvent, his Creditors may 


ſhut him up in Priſon, and keep him there, 


if they pleaſe, for all his Life, unleſs he 
pays the Whole of what he owes. My 


_ Curioſity led me, the other Day, to one 


of thoſe Priſons : My Heart is ftill heavy 


with the Remembrance of the Objects I 
'D'S ſaw 


16 


ſaw there. Among the various Cauſes of 


their Undoing, ſome are of ſo extraordi- 
nary a Kind, that I cannot help relating 


them to thee. One of the Priſoners, who 
carried in his Looks the moſt ſettled Me- 
lancholy, told me he had been Maſter of 
an eaſy Fortune, and lived very happily 
a good while ; till he became acquainted 
with a Peper who, in looking over 
ſome old Writings of his Family, unlue- 
kily diſcovered certain Parchments that 
gave him a Right to an Eſtate in the Poſ- 


ſeſſion of one of his Neighbours: Upon 


which he was perſuaded to go to Law; 
and, after proſecuting his Suit for twenty 


Years, with a Vexation that had. almoſt 


turned his Brain, he made the Lawyer's 
Fortune, reduced his Neighbour to Beg- 
gary, and had no ſooner gained his Cauſe, 
but his Creditors ſeized on both Eſtates, 
and ſent him to joy; his Victory in a 


Jail. 


A Second informed me, that he 1 Was a 
Citizen, and born to a conſiderable Eſtate, 
but being covetous to improve it, had 


married a very rich Heireſs, who was ſo 


| | nn, 


BB 
vaſtly genteel in her Expences, and found 


ſo many Ways of doing Credit to herſelf 


and her Husband, that ſhe quickly ſent 


him from his new Houſe near the Court, 
to the Lodgings in which I found him. 
Why did not you divorce her, faid I to 
him, when you found that her Extrava- 
gance would be your Ruin? Ah, Sir, re- 


| plied he, I ſhould have been a happy Man, 


if I could have caught her with a Gallant ; 
I might then have got rid of her by Law : 
But, to my Sorrow, ſhe was yirtuous as 


well as ugly ; her only Paſſions were E- 
quipage and Gaming. ] was infinitely 


ſurprized, that a Man ſhould wiſh to find 
his Wife an Adultreſs, or that he thould 
be obliged to keep her to his Undoing, 


only becauſe ſhe was not one. 


Another ſaid he was a Gentleman of a 
good Family, and having a Mind to riſe 


in the State, ſpent ſo much Money to pur- 
chaſe a Seat in Parliament, that, though 
he ſucceeded pretty well in his Views at 
Court, the Salary did not pay the Debr ; 


and being unable to ger himſelf choſe a- 
115 B 3 gain 


. gain at the next t Election: he loſt his Place 


and his Liberty both togetner. 


The next that I ſpoke to-was  neputed 
the beſt Scholar in Europe He underſtood 


the Oriental Languages, and e to me 


in very good Arabic. 

I asked how it was poſſible that fo bare 
a Man ſhould be in Want, and whether all 
the Books he had read could not keep him 
out of Jail? Sir, ſaid he, thoſe Books are 
the very Things that brought me hither. 


Would to God I had been bred a Cobler. 


I ſhould then have poſſeſſed ſome uſeful 


Knowledge, and might have kept my Fa- 


mily from ſtarving: But the World which 


I read of, and that I lived in, were ſo ve- 


ry er, that I was undone by the 
Force of Speculation. 


There was another who had been bred 
to Merchandize, but being of too lively 
an Imagination for the Dulneſs of 'Trade, 
he applied himſelf to Poetry, and neglect⸗ 
ing his other Buſineſs, was ſoon reduced 
to the State I ſaw him 3 in: But he aſſured 
me he ſhould not be long there; for his 
lucky Confinement having given him more 

Leiſure 


OO © OO wk ff w Sy ld 


| Leiſurs for Study, he had quitted Poetry, 


and taken to the Mathematics, by the 


Means of which he had found out the Lon 


gitude, and expected to obtain à great 
Reward, which the Government promiſed 
to the Diſdorbrer. I perceived he was not 
in his perfect Senſes, and pitied ſuch an 


odd Sort of Frenzy. But my Compaſſion 


was infinitely greater for ſome unhappy 


People who were ſhut up in that. miſerable 


Place, by having loſt their Fortunes in the 
public Funds, or in priyate Projects ; of 
which this Age and Country. have. been 
very fruitful, and which, under the falla- 
cious Notion 'of great Advantage, drew in 
the Unwary to their Deſtruction. I asked 


in what Dungeon they were confined, Who 
| had been the Undoers of theſe. wes 
Men? But, to my great Surprize, was 


informed, that the Contrivers of ' ſuch 
wicked Projekts had leſs Reaſon than moſt 
Men in England to be afraid of a Jail. 
Good Heaven! ſaid I, can it be poſſible 


that, in a Country e by Laws, the 


Innocent, who are cheated out of all, ſhould 
be put in Priſon, and the Villains Who 


cheat 


20 

cheat them left at Liberty! Wich this 
Reflexion I ended my Enquiries, and 
wiſhed myſelf ſafe out of a Land where 
ſuch a Mockery of Juſtice is carried on, 


e-. -r 
LETTER v. | 
sern fo Minz at Iſpahag. 


From London. 


Was the other Day in a Houſe where 


I ſaw a Sight very ſtrange to a Perſian · 
There was a Number of Tables in the 


- Room, round which were placed ſeveral 


Sets of Men and Women. They ſeemed 
wonderfully intent upon ſome Bits of 
painted Paper which they held in their 
Hands. I imagined at firſt that they were 
performing ſome Magical Ceremony, and 
that the Figures I ſaw traced on the Bits 
of Paper, were a Myſtical Taliſman or 
Charm. What more confirmed me in this 
Belief was the Grimaces and Diſtortions 
of their Countenances, much like thoſe of 
our To in the Act of Conjuring : 

But 


_— 

But enquiring of the Gentleman that in- 
troduced me, I was told they were at 
Play, and that This was the Favourite Di- 
wh of both Sexes. | 

We have quite another Way of FRG 
ing ourſelves: with the Women in Per/a, 
anſwered I. But I ſee no Signs of Mirth 
among them: If they are merry, why 
do not they Laugh, or Sing, or Jump a- 
bout ? If I may judge of their Hearts by 


their Looks, half of theſe Revellers are 


ready to hang themſelves! That may be, 
ſaid · my Friend; for very likely they are 


loſing more than- they are worth;—How ! 


faid I, de you call that Play? Ves, re- 


plied he, va neyer are thoroughly plea- 


ſed unleſs their whole Fortunes are at 


Stake. Thoſe Cards, you ſee them hold, 
are to decide whether he, who is now 4 
Man of Quality ſhall, be a Beggar ; or ano» 


ther who is now a Beggar, and has but 
juſt enough to. furniſh out one Night's 
Play, ſhall be a Man of Quality. 


The laft, ſaid I, is in the Right; for 


| he ventures nothing : But what Excuſe 


can in eiche on for the former © Are the 
No- 


Nobility in Ezg/and ſo indifferent to 
Wealth and Honour to expoſe them with- 
out the leaſt Neceſſity? I muſt believe 
that they are generally ſure of winning, 
and that thoſe hey play with on the Odds 
_ againſt them, 

Tf the Chance was only e S 
he, it would be tolerable: But their Ad- 
verſaries engage them at great Advantage, 
and are too wiſe to leave any ching to 
Fortune 

This comes, ſaid L, of your being al- 
| lowed the Uſe of Wine. If theſe Gentle 
men and Ladies were not quite intoxicated 
with that curſed Liquor, they could not 

poſſibly act ſo abſurdly.—But why does 
not the Government take Care of them 
when they are in that Condition? Me- 
thinks the Fellows that rob them in this 
Manner ſhould be brought to Juſtice. 
Alas! anſwered he, theſe Cheats are an 
innocent Sort of People. They only prey 
upon the Vices and Luxury of a few Parti- 
culars: But there are others who raiſe E- 
ſtates by the Miſeries and Ruin of their 


rad ; who game not with their own 
Money, 


. 


7 Modiiy; but w1 ich that of the Public, and 


23 


ſecurely play away the Subſtance of the 
Orphan and the Widow, of the Husbandman 
and the Trader. Till Juſtice is done upon 
theſe, the others have a Right to Impuni- 
ty: And it is no Scandal to ſee Gamefters 


live like Gentlemen, where Stock-jobbers 


live like Priaces. 


I 000002000000002000000 


LETTER VL 
SELIM 10 Mizza at Iſpahan. 


From London. 
HOU wouldf be aſtoniſhed to hear 
ſome Women in this Country talk of 


Lands Their Diſcourſes about it are as 


refined as their Notions of Paradiſe, and 


they exclude the Pleaſure of the Senſes 


out of both. But however ſatisfied they 
may be in the World to come with ſuch 
Viſionary Joys, it is my Opinion, that 
the niceſt of them all, if ſhe were to enjoy 
her Paradiſe here, would make it a Ma- 
hometan one. I had lately a Converſation 


on 


on this Subject with one of theſe Plato- 
nics (for that is the Title they affect). 
In anſwer to all her pretty Reaſonings, I 
told her the following Tale of a fair La- 
wk who was a Platonic like herſelf. . 


The Loves of Ludovico and Honoria. 


H E City of Genoa EH been ana 
famed, above any Town in Europe, 
for the Refinement of its Gallantry. It 
is common there for a Gentleman to pro- 
feſs himſelf the humble Servant of a hand- 
ſome Woman, and wait upon her to every 
public Place for twenty Vears together, 
without ever ſeeing her in private, or be- 
ing entitled to any greater Favours than a 
kind Look, or a Touch of her fair Hand. 
Of all this ſighing Tribe, the moſt ena- 
moured, the moſt conſtant, and the moſt 
reſpectful, was Signor Tabbvica 
His Miſtreſs, Honoria Grimaldi, anky 
Daughter to a Senator of that Name, was 
the greateſt Beauty 'of the Age in which 
ſhe lived, and, at the ſame Time, the 
coyeſt and moſt reſerved. So great was 
jos her 
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ry 
er, 


na- 


oft 


Vas 
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the 


her 


2 
her Nicety in che Point of Love, a 
although ſhe could not be inſenſible to the 
Addreſſes of Signor Ludovico, yet the 
could not bring herſelf to think of marry- 
ing her Lover; which, the ſaid, was ad- 
mitting him to Freedoms entirely incon- 


fiſtent with the Reſpect that Character 


requires. In vain did he tell her of the 
Violence of his Paſſion for her. She an- 
ſwered, that hers for him was no leſs 
violent: But it was his Mind ſhe loved, 
and could enjoy that without going to Bed 
to him. Ludovico was ready to deſpair at 


theſe Diſcourſes of his Miſtreſs. He could 
not but admire ſuch fine Sentiments, yet 


he wiſhed ſhe had not been quite ſo per- 
fect. He writ her a very melancholy 
Letter: And ſhe returned him one in Verſe 
full of ſublime Expreſſions about Love; 


but nat a Word that tended to ſatisfy che 


poor Man's Impatience. At laſt he ap- 


plied himſelf to her Father; and, to en- 
gage him to make Uſe of his Authority, 
offered to take Honoria without a Portion. 


The Father, who was a plain Man, was 
mightily pleaſed with this Propoſal, and 
C made 


26 
made no Difficulty to promiſe him Succeſs, 
Accordingly he very roundly told his 
Daughter, that ſhe muſt be married the 
next Day, or go to a Nunnery. This 
Dilemma ſtartled her very much. In ſpite 
of all her Repugnance to the Marriage 
Bed, ſhe found ſomething about her ſtill 
more averſe to the Idea of a Cloiſter. An 
abſolute Separation from Ludovico was 
what ſhe could not bear: It was even worſe 
than an abſolute Conjun&ion. In this 
Diſtreſs ſhe did not know what to do; ſhe 
turned over above a hundred Romances to 
ſearch for Precedents; and, after many 
Struggles with herſelf, reſolved to ſur- 
render upon Terms. She therefore told 
her Lover that ſhe conſented to be his 
Wife, provided ſhe might be ſo by De- 
grees: And, that after the Ceremony was 
over, he would not pretend at once to all 
the Rights and Privileges of a Husband; 
but allow her Modeſty Leiſure to make a 
gradual and decent Retreat. Ludovico did 
not like ſuch a Capitulation; but, rather 
than not have her, he was content to pay 
this laſt Complument to her Caprice. They 
Were 


5 = 
were married: And, at the End of the firit 
Month, he was very happy to find him- 
ſelt arrived at the ful Enjoyment of her 

1 
While he was ; thus gaining Ground, 
Inch by Inch, his Father died and left 


him a great Eftate 3 in the Iſland of Corfca. 


His Preſence was neceffary there ; bur 
he could not think of parting from Ho- 
ria. They embarked together, and Lu- 
dovico had good Hopes, that he ſhould 
not only take Poſſeſſion of his Eſtate, but 
of his Wife too, at his Arrival. Whether 
it was, that Venus, who is faid to be born 
our of the Sea, was more powerful there 


than at Land, or from the Freedom which 


is uſual aboard a Ship, it is ſure, that, 


during the Voyage, he was indulged in 


greater Liberties than ever he had pre- 
ſumed to take before: Nay, it is confi- 
dently aſſerted, that they were ſuch Li- 
berties, as have a natural and irreſiſtible 
Tendency to overcome all Scruples what- 
ſoever. But while he was failing on with 
a fair Wind, and almoſt in the Port, For- 
tune, who took a Pleaſure to perſecute 


GS  _ 


as | 
him, brought an African Corſair in their 
Way, that quickly put an End to their 
Dalliance, by making them his Slaves. 
Who can expreſs the Affliction and 
Deſpair of this loving Couple, at fo ſudden 
and ill-timed a Captivity ! Ludovico ſaw 
himſelf deprived of his Virgin-Bride on 
the very Point of obtaining all his Wiſhes; 


and Honoria had Reaſon to apprehend, that [ 


the was fallen into rougher Hands than 
his, and ſuch as no Conſiderations could 
reſtrain. But the Martyrdom ſhe looked 
for in that Inſtant was unexpectedly de- 
ferred till they came to Tunis. The Cor- 
ſair ſeeing her ſo beautiful, thought her 
a Miſtreſs worthy of his Prince: And to 
him he preſented her at their landing, in 
ſpite of her own, and her Husband's 
'Tears.—O untortunate End of all her pure 
and heroical Sentiments ! Was it for this 
that her Favours were ſo long and ſo ob- 
{tinately denied to the tender Ludovico, to 
have them raviſhed in a Moment by a rude 
Barbarian, who did not ſo much as thank 
her for them? But let us leave her in the 
Seraglio of the Dey, and ſee what became 

+; of 


of Ludovico after this cruel Separation. 
The Corſair finding him unfit for any La- 
bour, made uſe of him to teach his Chil- 
dren Muſic, in which he was perfectly 
well skilled. This Service would not have 
been very painful, if it had not been for 
the Remembrance of Honoria, and the 
Thought of the Brutalities ſhe was expoſed 
to. Theſe were always in his Head, 


1 Night and Day, and he imagined, that 


ſhe had, by this time, killed herſelf, ra- 
ther than ſubmit to ſo groſs a Violation. 
But while he was thus tormenting himſelf 
for one Woman, he gave equal Unealineſs 
to another. His Maſter's Wife ſaw him 
often from her Window, and fell violently 


in Love with him. —The African Ladies 


are utter Strangers to Delicacy and Re- 


finement. She made no Scruple to acquaint 


him with her Deſires, and ſent her favou- 
rite Slave to introduce him by Night into 
her Chamber. Ludovico would fain have 
been excuſed, being aſhamed to commit 
ſuch an Infidelity to his dear Honoria - 
But the Slave informed him, that if he 
hoped to live an Hour, he muſt comply 
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wich her Lady's Inclinations ; for that, 


in Afric, Refuſals of that kind were al 
ways revenged with Sword or Poiſon. No 
Conſtancy could be ſtrong enough to reſiſt 


ſo terrible a Menace: He therefore went 


to the Rendezvous at the Time appointed, 


where he found a Miſtreſs infinitely more 


complying than his fantaſtical Italiau. But 
in the midſt of their Endearments they 
heard the Corſair at the Door of his Wife's 
Apartment. Upon the Alarm of his com- 
ing, the frighted Lover made the beſt of 


his Way out of the Window; which not 


eing very high, he had the good Fortune 
to get off unhurt. The Corſair did not 
ſee him; but by the Confuſion his Wife 
was in, he ſuſpected that ſome body had 


been with her. His Jealouſy directed him 


to Ludovico: And though he had no other 
Proof than bare Suſpicion, he was deter- 
mined to puniſh him ſeverely; and, at the 
ſame time, ſecure himſelf for the future. He 
therefore gave Orders to his Eunuchs to put 
him in the ſame Condition with themſelves; 


which inhuman Command was performed 


with a Turkiſh Rigour far more deſperate 
5 and 


1 
and compleat than any ſuch thing had 


1 been ever practiſed in Italy. But the 
0 Change this Operation wrought upon him, 
ſt ſo improved his Voice, that Id became the 
t fineſt Singer in all Afric. His Reputa- 
I, tion was ſo great, that the Dey of p unis 
re ſent to beg him of his Maſter, and preferred 
It him to a Place in his own Seraglio. He 
y had now a free Acceſs to his Houoria, and 
3 an Opportunity of contriving her Eſcape. 
1- & To that End he ſecretly hired a Ship to 
of | be ready to carry them off, and did not 
»t doubt but he ſhould find her very willing 
1e to accompany his Flight. It was not long 
Jt before he ſaw her: And you may imagine 


fe the Exceſs of her Joy, at Jo: Rang and 
d | agreable a Surprize. 


m | Can it be poſſible, cried 0 can it by 
er poſſible that I ſee you in this Place O my 
r- dear Ludovico J ſhall expire in the Pleaſure 

ne of your Embraces. But by what Magic 

le could you get in, and deceive the Vigi- 

ut lance of my Tyrant and his Guards? 

5; My Habit will inform you, anſwered 

q he, in a ſofter Tone of Voice than ſhe. 


te had been uſed to: I am now happy in the 
Loſs 


2 | | 
| Lok which I have ſuſtained, ſince it fur- 
niſhes me with the Means of your Deli- 
very. Truſt yourſelf to me, my dear 
 Honeria, and I will take you out of the 
Power of this Barbarian, who has ſo IE 
little Regard to your Delicacy. You | 
may now be happier with me than you 
was before, as I ſhall not trouble you with 
thoſe coarſe Sollicitations which gave you ſo 
much Uneaſineſs. We will love with the 
Purity of Angels, and leave ſenſual En- 
joyments to the Vulgar, who have not a 
Reliſh for higher Pleaſure. 
How, ſaid Hozoria, are you really no 
Man ? No, replied he ; but I have often 
Heard you ſay, that your Love was only 
to my Mind: And that, I do aſſure you, 
is fil the ſame. Alas aid ſhe, I am 
ſorry mine is altered: But ſince m being 
here, I am turned Mabometan, and my 
Religion will not ſuffer me to run away 
with an Unbeliever. My new Husband 
has taught me certain Doctrines unknown 
to me before; in the Practice of which 
J am reſolved to live and die. Adieu! I 
tell thee, my Conſcience will not permit 
me 
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an Infidel. 
Thus BET the Loves of Ludovico and 


Honoria. 
. NI RR IR . FERRY 


LETTER VII. 
SELIM #0 MrzzA at a 


From 2nd 


Have received thy Anſwers to my Let- 
ters with a Pleaſure, which the Diſtance 
I am at from my Friends, and Country, 
rendered greater than thou wouldft be- 
lieve. 'I find thee very impatient to be in- 
formed of the Government and Policy of 
this Country, which I promiſed to ſend 
thee ſome Account of: But though I have 
been diligent in my Enquiries, and loft no 
Time ſince my Arrival here, I am unable 
to anſwer the Queſtions thou demandeſt of 
me, otherwiſe than by acknowledging my 
Ignorance. 


me to have a longer Converſation with ſuch 


34 | | | 
_ T have, for Inſtance, been often aſſured 
that the Engliſb Parliament is a Check to 
the King's Authority: And yet Iam well 
Informed, that the only Way to Advance- 
ment at Court, is to gain a Seat in Parlia- 
ment. 
The Houſe of Commons is the Repre- 
ſentative of the Nation; nevertheleſs there 
are many great Ton which ſend uo De- 
puties thither, and many Hamlets almoſt 
uninhabited, that have a Right of ſending 
Two. Several Members have never ſeen 
their Electors, and ſeveral are elected by 
the Parliament, who were rejected by the 
People. All the Electors * Ind not to ſel 
theirVoices : Yet many of the Candidates 
are undone by the Expence of buying them. 


This whole Affair is involved in deep My- 


ftery, and inexplicable Difficulties. 


Thou askeſt if Commerce be as flouriſhing 


as formerly ? Some, whom I have conſulted 
on that Head, ſay, It is now in its Me- 
ridian: And there is really an Appearance 
of its being ſo; for Laxury is prodigiouſſy 
encreaſed, and it is hard to imagine how 


it can be ſupported without an inexhauſtt- 
ble 


E | : - 
ble Trade. But others pretend, that this 


very Luxury is a Proof of its Decline: And 
they add, that the Frauds and Vilanies in 
all the trading Companies are ſo many in- 
ward Poiſons, which, if not ſpeedily ex- 
W pelled, will deſtroy it intirely in a little 
Time. 

Thou wouldſt know if Property be ſo 
; lately guarded as 18 generall y believed. It 
is certain, that the whole Powerof a King 
of England cannot force an Acre of Land 
from the weakeſt of his Subjects; but a 
= knaviſp Attorney will take away his whole - 
Eſtate by thoſe very Laws which were 
deſigned for its Security. Nay, if I am 
not miſinformed, even thoſe who are choſen 
by the People to be the great Guardians 
Wot Property, have ſometimes taken more 
from them in one Seſſion of Parliament, 
for the moſt uſeleſs Expences, than che 
moſt abſolute Monarch could venture to 
raiſe upon the moſt urgent Occaſions. , 

= Theſe, Mirza, are the Contradictions 
hat perplex me. My Judgment is be- 
Ryildered in Uncertainty: I doubt my own 
Obſervations, and diſtruſt the Relations 
of 
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of others. More Time, and better Infor- 
mation, may, perhaps, clear them up to 
me; till then, Modeſty forbids me to im- 
poſe my Conjectures upon thee, after the 
manner of Chriſtian Travellers, whoſe Ml 
prompt Deciſions are the Effect rather of 
Folly than Pene tration. E- 
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LE T III. 
Sei 70 Minz 4 at Iſpahan. 


From London, : 
8 I now added Engliſh pretty 
well, I went laſt Night with ſome 
Friends to fee a Play. The principal Cha- 
rater was a young Fellow, who, in the 
Space of three or four Hours that the 
Action laſted, cuckolds two or three 
H usbands, and ' debauches as many Vir-f 
gins. I had heard that the Exgliſb Theatre 
was famous for killing People upon thei 
Stage; but this Author was more for pro- 
pagating than aeftroging. 


There 
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There were a great many Ladies at the 


to Repreſentation of this modeſt Perform- 
o im- 
er the : 
vhoſe 
1er of 


ance; and, though they ſometimes hid 
their Faces with their Fans (I ſuppoſe for 


fear of ſhewing that they did act bluih) 


yet, in general, they ſeemed to be much 
delighted with the ine Gentleman's heroi- 
cal Exploits. I muſt confeſs, ſaid I, this 
Entertainment is far more natural than the 
Opera, and I do not wonder that the La- 
dies are moved at it: But if in Perſia we 
allowed our Women to be preſent at ſuch 
Spectacles as theſe, what would fignify 


our Bolts, our Bars, our Eunuchs? Though 


we ſhould double our Jealouſy and Care, 
they would ſoon get the better of all Re- 


ftraint, and put in Practice thoſe Leſſons 
of the Stage which it is ſo much pleaſan- 


ter to ACT than to BEHOLD. 


LE IT- 


LETTER IX. | 
Selim 70 Mizza 4 Iſpahan. 
8 From London. 

XA Friend carried me lately to an Aſ- 
ſembly of the Beau Monde, which 
is a Meeting of Men and Women of the 
firſt Faſhion. The Croud was ſo very 
creat, that the two Sexes promiſcuoufly 
preſſed one another in a Manner that Teem- 
ed very extraordinary to oriental Eyes, 
T obſerved a young Man and a beautiful 
young Woman fitting in a Window toge- 
ther, and whiſpering one another with ſo 
much Earneſtneſs, that neither the great 
Noiſe in the Room, nor Number of Paſ- 
ſengers who rubbed by them continually, 
gave them the leaſt Diſturbance. They 
looked at one another with the moſt ani= 
mated Tendernefs : The Lady eſpecially, 
had in her Eyes ſuch a Mixture of Softneſs ME 


and Dęſire, that I expected every Moment 
| p to 


| 39 
to ſee them withdraw ; in order to fatisty 
their mutual Impatience, in a Manner, 
that even the European Liberty would not 
admit of in ſo public a Place. I made my 
Friend take Notice of them, and asked 
bim, how long they had been married © He 
ſmiled at my Miſtake, and told me, they 
were not married; that the Lady, indeed, 
had been married about a Year and Halt, 
to a Man that ſtood at a little Diftance ; 
but that the Gentleman was an unmarried 
Man of Quality, who made it his Buſi- 
neſs to corrupt other Men's Wives. That 
he had begun the Winter with this Lady, 
and that this was her fir# Mair of that 
Sort ; her Husband and ſhe having Parring 
for Love, 

As I had heard 4 many employed in 
the ſame Manner, and could not perceive 
that they did any thing elſe, I asked my 


Friend, if there was any Seminary, any 


public Foundation tor educating young 
Men of Quality to this Profefjon ; and 
whether they could carry on the Buſineſs 


without frequent Interruptions from the 
22 reſpective 
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reſpective Husbands? I will explain the 


whole Matter to you, ſays he. There is, 


indeed, no public Foundation or Acade- 
my for this Purpoſe ; but it depends upon 
the private Care of their ſeveral Parents, 
who, if I may uſe the Expreſſion, nega- 
tively breed them up to this Bulineſs, by 


making them entirely unfit for any other. 
For, left their Sons ſhould be diverted 


from the Profeſſion of Gallantry by a 
dull Application to graver Studies, they 


give them a very ſuperficial Tincture of 


Learning, but take care to inftru& them 
thoroughly in the more ſhewiſh Parts of 
Education, ſuch as Muſic, Dreſſing, Dan- 


_ cing, Ec. By which Means, when they 


come to be Men, they naturally prefer 


the gay and eaſy Converſation of the Fair 


Sex, and are well received by them. As 
for the Husbands, they are the People in 
the World who give them the leaſt Diſtur- 
bance: But, on the contrary, generally 
live in the ſtricteſt Intimacy with thoſe 
who intend them the Favour of Cackoldom. 
The Marriage Contract being here perpe- 

_. 


| 41 
tual, though the Cauſes of it are of ſhort 
Duration, the moſt ſenſible Men are de- 
ſirous of having ſome Aſſiſtance to ſupport 
the hurt bhenſome Perpetuity. For Inſtance, 
every Man marries either for Money, or for 
Laue — In the firſt Caſe, the Money be- 
comes his own as ſoon as the Wife does; 
ſo that having had what he wanted from 
her, he is very willing the ſhould have 
what he wanted from any body rather than 
from him. He is quiet at home, and fears 
no Reproat hes. 
In the latter Caſe, the Beauty he marri- 
geld ſoon grows familiar by uninterrupted 
an- Poſſeſſion: His own Greedineſs ſurfeited 
they bim; he is aſhamed of his Diſguſt, or at 


refer I leaſt of his Indifference, after all the Tran- 


Fair BY ports of bis firſt Deſire; and gladly ac- 
As BW cepts Terms of domeftic Peace through the 
le in Mediation of a Lover. 
ftur- BY There are, indeed, fome Exceptions: 
rally Some Hugbands, who preferring an old 
hoſe BY miſtaken Point of Honour to real Peace 
/aom. and Quiet at home, diſturb their Wives 
erpe- Pleaſure : But they are very few, and are 


cual, very ill looked upon. 
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I thanked my Friend for explaining to 
me ſo extraordinary a Piece of domeſtic 
Occonomy ; but could not help telling him, 
that, in my Mind, our Perſian Method was 
more reaſonable, of having ſeveral Wives 
under the Care of one Eunuch, rather than 


one Wife under the Care of n Lovers. 
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LETTER X. 


SELIM 70 MIRZA at Iſpahan. 


From London. 


E have ofren read together and ad- 
mired the little Hiſtory of the 
Troglodites, related by our Countryman 
Usbee, * with a Spirit peculiar to his Wri- 
tings. Unequal as I am to the Imitation 
of ſo excellent an Author, I have a Mind, 
in a Continuation of that Story, to ſhew 
thee by what Steps, and through what 
Changes, the original Good of Society is 

overturned, and Mankind become wick- 
| eder 
Vide Perſian dame om Paris Vol. l. Lr. XI. * 
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on them unawares, carried off their Flocks 


A. 


eder and more miſerable in a State of Go- 


vernment, than they were when left f in a 


State of Nature. 


1 Continuation of the HISTO N Y f the 
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The ef zog hates were ſo affect 6d with ths 


virtue of the good old Man who refuſed 


the Crown which they had offered, that 
they determined to remain without a King. 
The Love of the Public was ſo ftrong in 


every Particular, that there was no need 


of Authority to enforce Obedience. The 
Law of Nature and uncorrupted Reaſon 
was engraven on their Hearts: By that 
alone they governed all their Actions, and 


Jon that alone they eftablithed all their 


Happineſs. But the moſt perfect Felicity 


of mortal Men is ſubject to continual Di- 
ſturbance. Thoſe Barbarians, whom they 


had defeated ſome time before, ſtirred up 


by a Delire of Revenge, invaded them a- 


gain with greater Forces. 'They fell u 


and 
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placed him at their Head. He led them 


and recovered all the Spoil. 


| Way, and, to reward the Service he had 


1 4 I 


25 Herds, burnt their Houſes, and led 3 
their Women Captive: Every thing was 
in Confuſion, and the want of Order made 
them incapable of Defence. They ſoon 
found the Neceſſity of uniting under a 
ſingle Chief. As the Danger required Vi. | 
gour and Alacrity, they pitched upon a . 
young Man of diſtinguiſhed Courage, and 


on with ſo much Spirit and good Conduct, 
that he ſoon forced the Enemy to dine, 5 


The 71 rg lodites ſtrewed F lowe: rs in his : c 


done them, preſented him with the moſt 
beautiful of the Virgins he had delivered 
from Captivity. But, animated by his 
Fortune, and unwilling to part with his 
Command, he adviſed them to make them- W 
ſelves amends for the Loſſes they had ſuſ- 
tained, by carrying the War into the Ene- 
my's Country ; which, he faid, would 
not be able to reſiſt their victoriaus Arms. 
Deſirous to punyh thoſe wicked Men, 
ey very gladly came into his * 5 
But 
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But an old Troglodite ſtanding up in the 


Aſſembly, endeavoured to perſuade them 
to gentler Councils. The Goodneſs of 
= < God, ſaid he, O my Countrymen, has 
given us Strength to repulſe our Ene- 
mies, and they have paid very dearly 
:| | © for moleſting us. What more do you 
deſire from your Victory, than Peace 
and Security to your ſelves, Repen- 
tance and Shame to your Invaders? It 
© is propoſed to invade them in your Turn, 
© and you are told it will be eaſy to ſub- 
© due them. But to what End would you 
© ſubdue them, when they are no longer 
in a Condition to hurt you? Do you de- 
ſire to tyrannize over them? Have a 
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his Care that in learning to be Tyrants, you 
his © do not alſo learn to be Haves. If you 
m- © know how to value Liberty as you 
a- © ought, you will not deprive others of 
e- ts who, though unjuſt, are Men like 


your ſelves, and ſhould not be oppreſſ- 

6 ed. 

This wiſe Remonſtrance was not heed- 
ed in the Temper the People was then in. 

. The 
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The Sight of the Deſolations that had 
been cauſed by the late Irruption, made 


them refolve on a violent Revenge. Be- 


fides, they were now grown fond of War, 
and the young Men eſpecially, were ea- 
ger of a new Occaſion to ſignalize their 


Valour. Greater Powers were therefore 


given to the General ; and the Event was 


anſwerable to his Promiſes ; for, in a 


ſhore Time, he ſubdued all the Nations 
that had joined in the League againſt the 
rug ladites. The Merit of this Succeſs, ſo 
endeared him to that grateful People, 
that, in the Heat and Riot of their Joy, 
they unanimouſly choſe him for their K ing, 
without preſeribing any Bounds to his Au- 
thority. They were too innocent to ſuſ- 
pect any Abuſe of ſuch a generous Truſt, 
and thought that when Virtue was on the 
Throne, the a ee e 
ww the beſt. 
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t 454 * From: Zondt. 
IE : firſt Act of the new King was to 
difpoſe of the conquered Lands. One 
Share of rhem, by general Conſent, he 
WT allotted to himſelf, and che reſt he divided 
among thoſe who were Companions of His 
victory. Diſtinction of Rank aid Ine. 
quality of Condition, were then firſt in- 
troduced among the Troglodites - Some 
grew rich, and immediately Compariſon 
made others poor. From this fingle Roo 
Sprung up a thouſand Mifchiefs ; Pride, 
as Avarice, Diſcontent, Deceit, and 
Violence. Unheard-of Diſorders were 
ö Jommitted; nor was any Regard paid to 
Wthe Decifions of ancient Cuſtom, or the 
Ibieates of natural Juſtice. Particulars 
could no longer be allowed to judge of 
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48 
it by ſtated Laws. The whole Nation 
applied to the Prince to make thoſe Laws, 
and take Care of their Execution. But 
the Prince, unequal alone to ſuch a diffi. 1 
cult Task, was obli ged to have Recourſe 
to the oldeſt and wiſeſt of his Subjects for 
Aſſiſtance. He had not yet ſo forgot 9 
himſelf, by being ſeated on a new-erected 

Throne, as to imagine that he was become 1 
all- ſuſficient, or that he was placed there A 
to govern by his Caprice. It was there 
fore his greateſt Care, how to ſupply his 3 
own Defe&s by the Counſels of thoſe who 
were moſt famedifor their Knowledge and 5 
Abilities. 1 

Thus a Senate was formed, which, with] 
the King, compoſed the Legiſlature ; and 
thus the People freely bound themſelves, 
by conſenting to ſuch Regulations, as the 
King and Senate ſhould deere. = 
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LETTER, XII. 


| SELIM 70 Mrzza at Iſpahan. 


From Lose 


H E Inſtitution of Laws among the 
Troglodites, was attended with this 
inevitable ill Effect, that they begun to 


not legally declared to be a Crime. It 
ſeemed as if the natural Obligations to 
Virtue were deſtroyed, by the foreign In- 


RF fluence of human Authority, and Vice was 
9 with y 
ſelyes, 
as the 


not ſhuned as a real Evil, but grew to be 
thought a forbidden Good. 


One Trog lodite faid to himſelf, 5 I live 
© made Advantage of the Simplicity of 


e my Neighbour, to over-reach him in a 


Bargain: He may reproach me, per- 
„ haps, but he cannot puniſh me; for the 
„Law allows me to rob him with his. 
* own Conſent.” 


E Another 
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Another was asked by his Friend for a 
Sum of Money, which he had lent him 
ſome Vears before. : 

Have you any thing to fbew for it? 


anſwered he. 3 
A Third was implored to remit Part of ” 
his Tenant's Rent, becauſe the Man, by | 


unavoidable Misfortunes, was become ve- 


ry poor. Do not you ſee, replied he, 
that he has ſtill enough to maintain his 
Family? By ſtarving them he may find 
Money to pay Ma and the Law e 


| bim ſo to do. 


Thus the H earts of the 7 rocladites were 
hardened ; ; but a greater Miſchief ſtill en - 
ſued. 'The Laws in their firſt Framing 
were few and plain, ſo that any Man could 
eaſily underſtand them, and plead his own 
Cauſe without an Advocate. 

Some Inconveniencies were found to 
flow from this. The Rules were too ge- 


neral and looſe : Too much was left to the 


Equity of the Judge, and many particu- 
lar Caſes ſeemed to remain undetermined 


and unprovided for, It was therefore 
propoſed 


51 
1 propoſed in the great Council of the Na- 
3 tion, to ſpecify El! thoſe ſeveral Excep- 
tions; to tie the Judges down to certain 


for a 


& reſerve whatſoever might ſeem capable of 
any doubrful or different Interpretations, 
While the Matter was yet in Deliberation, 
'E wiſe old Senator ſpoke thus: 

be, © You are endeavouring, © Proglodites, 
«© to amend what is defective. in your 
% Laws; but know, that by multiplying 
<< Laws, you will certainly multiply De- 
6 fects. Every new Explanation will 
© produce a new Objection: And at laſt 
© © the: very Principles will be loſt, on 
which they were originally formed. 
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fixed by ancient Uſe. Beſides their be- 
ing known and underſtood, they have 

** a Sanctity attending them, which com> 
** mands Obedience: But every Variation, 


it leſſens the Reſpect; by which alone, 
* 9 can be effedtually maintained. If 
E 2 Sub- 


Forms; to explain, correct, add to, and 


Mankind may be governed, and well 
governed, under any Laws that are 
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“ Subtleties and Diſtinctions are admitted 

c to conſtitute Right, they will equally 
cc be made uſe of to evade it: And if 

e ſtice is turned into a Science, Injuſti 

* will ſoon be made 2 15906, 1 
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| From Londen, 4 

8 the old Man foretold, it came to 2 

paſs. The Laws were explained i in- 

to > Comtradiftions, and digeſted into Confus 

fon. Men could no longer tell what was | 
their Right, and what was not. A Set 
of Troglodites undertook to find it out for 

all the reſt ; but they were far from doing 

it out of pure Benevolence: Their Opini- 

ons were ſold at no little Price, and how / 

falſe ſoever they might prove, in the E- 

vent of the Cauſe, the Money was never 
to be returned. Nay, the longer the Di- 

_u could be protracted, the more the 

Parties 
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Parties concerned were to pay. This 


Point being once well eſtabliſhed, Cauſes, 


that before were diſpatched in half an 


Hour, now laſted half a Century. There 
were three Courts placed one above ano- 


cher: On the Door of the loweſt was writ, 


Law; on that of the ſecond, Equity; arid 


on the higheſt, Common Senſe. "Theſe 


| Courts had no Connection with one ano- 


ther, and a quite different Merhod of pro- 
ceeding. No Man could go. to the laſt, 


without paſſing through one of the for 


mer: And the Journey was ſo tedious, that 
very few could ſupport the Fatigue or the 
Expence. But there was one Particular 


more ſtrange than all the reſt. It was ve- 


ry ſeldom that a Man could read a Word 
of the Parchment by which he held his 
Eſtate : And they made their Wills in a 
Language, which neither they nor their 
Heirs could underſtand. 

Such were the Refinements of the Tyeg- 
lodites, when they had quitted the Simpli- 
city of Nature, and fo bewildered were 


Y they in the Labyrinth of their own laying 


out. 
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| From Londen.” 
HE Religion of the 7 rogodites had 
been hitherto as ſimple as their 
Manners. They loved God as the Au- 
thor of their Happineſs: They feared him 


as the Avenger of Injuſtice ; and they tha 
ſought to pleaſe him by doing good. But aft 
their Morals being corrupted, their abo 
Religion could not long continue pure: plin 
Superſtition found Means to introduce it- et 
ſelf, and compleated their Depravation. “ 
Their firſt King, who had been a Conque- ee 
ror, and a Law-giver, died, after a long iſ 5 6 
Reign, extreamly regretted and revered Bs 
by his Subjects. His Son ſucceeded, not des 


by any Claim of hereditary Right, but 


the free Election of the People, Who tled 

loved a Family that had done them ſo 4 

many Services. As he was ſenſible that 
5 he 


5 88 
he owed his Crown to their Veneratlon 
for the Memory of his Father, he endea- 
voured to carry that Veneration as high 
as poſſible. He built a Tomb for him, 
W which he planted round with Laurels, — 
cauſed Verſes to be ſolemnly recited in 
W Praiſe of his Atchievements. When he 
W oerceived that theſe Honours were well 
received in the Opinion of the Public, he 
W thought he might venture to go. farther. 
He got it to be propoſed in the Senate, 
that the dead Monarch ſhould be deified, 
after the Example of many Nations round 
about them, who had paid the ſame Com- 
W pliment to their Kings. The Senators 
vere become too good Courtiers, not to 
give into ſo agreeable a Piece of Flattery, 
eſpecially as their own Honour was con- 
cerned in raiſing the Character of their 
Founder: And the People, ſeduced by their 
Gratitude, thought that thoſe Virtues, 
which had rendered him the Protector and 
Father of his Country, very juſtly enti- 
tled him to a ſubordinate Share of Div 
F nity, 
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Evils this Alteration produced. 


Then firſt the 7 roglodites were nase to 1 
believe, that their God was to be gained 
by rich Donations; or that his Glory was 
concerned in the world y Pomp and Power 


of his Prieſts. A Temple, ſaid thoſe Priefts, 


is like a Court : You muſt gain the Pa. 7 
your of the Miniſters, or your Petitions | 

will not be received. As the People re- 
membered that their new Deity had once : 


been a King, this Doctrine ſeemed plauſi- 


ble enough: And the Prieſts grew abſolute 
on the Strength of it. They procured for 


It is not to be conceived: how. _ 2 


themſelves exceſſive Wealth, Exemptions I 


from all public Burthens, and alivoft I 
total Independence upon the Civil Autho- 
rity. That the Compariſon between the 
Temple and the Court might hold the bet- 
ter, a great Number of Ceremonies were 
invented, and a Magnificence of Dreſs 


was added to them as eſſential to Holineſs, 


The Women came warmly into this, and 


were ſtill more zealous than the Men in 


their Attachment to the exterior Part of NC 


Devotion. 


57 
Devotion. By Degrees the invi/ible Gods 
J 1 F 1 0 had worſhiped alone, 
was wholly forgot: And all the Ll - 
the People were paid to the Idol, who - 
ſuperſtitious Worſhip was better adapt 
to human Paſſions,” and to the Gain of the 
Prieſts. Expiations, Luſtrations, Sacri- 
W fices, Proceſſions, and Pilgrimages 2 
up the Whole of Religion. Thus 1 
Piety of the Troglodites was turned aſide 
from Reality to Form: And it was no 
longer a eee, that a very religious 
| Was a very 0 ETD 
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LE x. 


| Idolatry. By the Arts of the Prieſthood iſ 


overturned by Religion wor It was com- 


ce der my Neighbour or the Public: For i 


Manner: I am, indeed, a very great 


+ ; 
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From London, 

N my laſt Letter I told thee how much 
the Tynglodites were depraved in heir 
Notions, and in their Manners, from their | 1 


their Corruption encreaſed every Day: 1 
And Virtue, inſtead of being aſſiſted, was 


2 


mon for a Zroglodite to fay, © I will plus. . 


© the Anger of our God may be appeal : 
cc by an Offering made out of the Spoil.” 1 
Another quieted his Conſcience in this 


& Villain, and have injured my Benefactor: Nhe 
« But I am a conſtant Artender on all Ne 
c Proceſſions, and have crawled thrice 
60 round the Temple upon my Knees.” 


7 


59 
A third bs to a Prieſt, That he 
ad defrauded his Ward of an Eftate : 
Lire half of it to our Order, ſaid the 
Confeſſor, and we will. freely endow you 
ith the reſt. 
But the Miſchief did not ſtop even here. 
Tl rom ſanctifying Trifles, they proceeded 
: o quarrel about them: And the Peace of 
f Toe Society was diſturbed to know which 
Wmnmpertinence ſhould! be preferred. This 
as the Work of the Priefts, who took 
| pon them to declare what was moſt agrea- 
le co their God: And declared it diffe- 
m- ently, as it happened that their Paſſions 
r Intereſts required. But how flight 
ever the Foundation was, a Diſpute of 
his Nature never failed to be . 
Warried on. No body concerned himſelf 
his . bout the Morals of another ; but every 
lan's Opinions were enquired into with 
2 utmoſt Rigour: And woe to thoſe who 
F Li: any that were diſliked by the ruling 
Warty ; for though neither Side could tell 
Wc Reaſon why they differed, the Diffe- 
{ ence was never to be forgiven. An aged 
Fraglodite endeavoured to put a Stop to this 
pious 
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pious Fury, by repreſenting to them, 
That their Anceſtors, who were better 
* Men, had no Diſputes about Religion 
ce but ſerved their God in the only Unity . 
cc required by him: A Unity of Aﬀec- 5 
c tion.“ All the poor Man got by this 


Admonition, was to be called an Atheit| 
by all the contending Se&s : And after r. 
ſuffering a thouſand Perſecutions, com. L 
compelled to take Refuge in another 
Land. F 


— : 
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From London. 1 

HE Count bad a 4 Intereſt i 

the Eftabliſhmenr of the idolarrou ; 
Prieſthood among the Troglodites, than wu 
at firſt attended to, or foreſeen. The ven 
Nature of their Office particularly atrachell 
them to the Crown. They were Servant 
of a deified King: And it was no ver 


great Stretch of their Function to deiff 
Wy 


4 61 
the living Monarch alſo. Accordingly 
they preached to all the People with an 
extraordinary Warmth of Zeal, that the 
Family then reigning was 3 That 
they held the Crown not by the Will or 
the Society, but by a Pre- eminence of Na- 
i ture. That to reſiſt their Pleaſure was 
reſiſting God: And that every Man en- 
joyed his Life and Eſtate by their Grace, 
W 2nd at their Diſpoſal. In Conſequence of 
W theſe Doctrines, his ſacred Maj eſty did juſt 
what he thought fir. He was of a mar- 
al Genius, and had a ſtrong Ambition to 
enlage his Territories. To this End he 
W raiſed a mighty Army, and fell upon his 
& Neighbours without a Quarrel. 
= The Trag/odites loft their Blood, wt 
' ſpent their Subſtance, to make their Prince 
W triumphant in a War which could not poſ- 
hibly turn to their Advantage: For the 
Power and Pride of their Tyrant increaſed | 


came fiercer and more ſevere, by being 
© accuſtomed to Slaughter and Devaſtation: 
So that his Government grew odious to 

F his 


with his Succeſs. His Temper too be- 


62 = 
his Subjects. Yet the dazling Glory of 
his Victories, and the Divinity they were 
taught to find about him, kept them in 
Awe, and ſupported his Authority. But 
Providence would not ſuffer him any lon- 
ger to vex Mankind. He periſhed, with 

a great Part of his Army, by the united 
Valour of many Nations who had allied 
_ themſelves againſt his Encroachments. Con- 
rent with having puniſhed the Aggreſſot 
and Author of the War, they immediately 


"3-4 
- 7 


offered Peace to the Troglodites, upon Con- 
dition, that all ſhould be reſtored which 
had been taken from them in the former 
Wars. That Nation, humbled by their 
Defeat, very willingly parted with their 
Conqueſts, to purchaſe their Repoſe. 


LENI 
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From London. 
NDER their third King, who ſuc- 
= | ceeded to his Father, upon a new 
WT Notion of Hereditary and Divine Right, 
che Spirit of the Government was wholly. 
changed. He was young, and of a Tem- 
per much addicted to Eaſe and Pleaſure ; 
yet bred up with high Conceits of Kingly 
Power, and a Royal Diſregard to his Peo- 
ple's Good. There was a Mixture of Bi- 
gotry in his Diſpoſition, which gave the 
Prieſts a great Advantage over him; and 
as his Predeceſſor had governed by them, 
they now governed by him.——The Peo- 
ple too, in Imitation of their Prince, ſoon 
contracted another Character; they begun 
to poliſh and ſoften all their Manners. 
The youg Trog/odites were ſent to travel 
into Pera They came back with new 
i F 2 Dreſſes, 


64 
Dreſſes, new Refinements, new Follies, 
and new Vices. Like a Plague imported 
from a foreign Country, Luxury ſpread 
itſelf from theſe Travellers over all the 
Nation. A thouſand Wants were created 
every Day, which Nature neither ſuggeſt- 
ed nor could ſupply. A thouſand Uneaſi- 
neſſes were felt which were as unnatural 
as the Pleaſures that occaſioned them. 
When the Minds of the Troplodites were 
thus relaxed, their Bodies became weak, 
They now complained that the Summer 
was too hot, and the Winter too cold. 
They loſt the Uſe of their Limbs, and 
were carried about on the Shoulders of 
their Slaves. The Women brought their 
Children with more Pain, and even thought 
themſelves too delicate to nurſe them: 
They loſt their Beauty much ſooner than 
before, and vainly ſtrove to repair it by 
the Help of Art. Then firſt Phyſicians 
were called in from foreign Lands to con- 
tend with a Variety of new Diſtempers 
which Intemperance produced: They 


came; and the only Advantage was, that 
X 5 thoſe 


at a greater. 
Such was the Condicion of the 7 roglo- 


dites, when by the Benefit of a laſting 
Peace, they taſted the Sweets of Plenty 
and grew polite. | 
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From Tae 


* E ancient 7rog/edites were too buſy 


in the Duties and Cares of Society, 
m: to employ much of their Thoughts i in Spe- 
zan eulation. They were skilful in Mecha- 
Wnics and Agriculture, the only Sciences 
for which they had any Uſe. Experience 
Wraught them the Properties of many 
8 edicinal Herbs, Roots, and Plants, with 
Which they cured the few Ailments that 
el were ſubje& to in their ſerene and 
Wemperate Life. 


3 At 
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thoſe who had learned to live at a great 
Expence, now found the Secret of dying a 
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men, and their own Loves. They ſhew- 


to record. The Alteration of their Go- 


2 


1 N 

At their Leiſure they amuſed themſelves 
with Muſic and Poetry, and ' ſung the 
Praiſe of the Divine Being, the Beauties 
of Nature, the Virtues of their Country- 


ed a wonderful Force of Imagination in a 
great Number of Fables which they in- 
vented, under moſt of which was conceal- 
ed ſome moral Sentiment: But for Hiſto- 
ry, they contented themſelves with ſome 
ſhort Accounts of public 'Tranfa&ions, M 
drawn from the Memory of the old- MW 
eſt Men among them, and writ without 
any Art; having no Party Diſputes, no 
Seditions, no Plots, no Intrigues of State 5 


vernment and Manners produced a Change 
alſo in this Reſpect. A great many Peo- 
ple withdrew themſelves entirely from the 
Offices of Life, and became a Burthen to ten 


their Family and Country, under a No- 
tion of Study and Meditation. One Set 


of them very modeſtly undertook to ex- C 
plain all the Secrets of Nature, and ac- ſect 
count for her Operations. Another let OY | 


Nature 
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Nature quite behind, and fell to reaſon 


about immaterial Subſtances, and the Pro- 
W perties of Spirits. A third profeffed to 
teach Reaſon by a Rule; and invented 
Y Arguments CO confute common Senle.* 
W Theſe Philoſophers (for ſo they ſtiled 
W themſelves) were to be known from all 
Mankind by a certain Air, made up of 
Zaſhfulneſs and Preſumption. To diſtin- 


guiſh rhemſelves from the Vulgar, they 
forgot how to fay or do one common 

This rendered their Behaviour very 
aukward, and they were conſcious of it; 
for which Reaſon they. came little into 
Company: Vet in Private their Pride 


W ſrelled to ſuch a Pitch, that they imagi- 


ned they were arrived at the very 'Top of 
human Merit, and looked down with Con- 


i tempt on the greateſt Generals and beſt 


Servants 


* This Paſſage is not to be underſtood as deſigning 
any Reflexion upon Men of true Learning, but as a 
Cenſure of the different Kinds of falſe Learning; 
ſuch as the Subtilties of Metaphyſics and Logic, and 
the natural Philoſophy of Deſcartes, and others, who 
preſume to explain and account for all Things by 


Sem drawn out of their own Imagination, 


# 


- Servants of the State. Among the various 
_ Speculations that this modern Faſhion of 
philoſophizing produced, there were two 
more pernicious than the reſt, and which 
greatly contributed to the Corruption and I 
Ruin of the People. One was, that Vice MW 
and Virtue were in themſelves indifferent 
| Things, and depended only on the Laws 
wh of every Country: The other, That there 
was neither Reward nor Puniſhment after 
this Life.—— It has already been obſer- 
ved how many Defects the Troglodites 
found in their Laws, and how many Quib- Wh 
bles were invented to elude them, Bur 
ſtill there was ſome Reftraint upon their 
Actions, while a Senſe of Guilt was at- 
rended with Remorſe, and the Apprehen- 
fon of ſuffering in another State. But by 
theſe two Doctrines Men were left at per- 
fe& Liberty to fin out of the Reach of N 
the Law; and Virtue was deprived of 
Glory here, or the Hopes of Recompence 
| hereafter. There was a third Notion, leſs 
unpious, indeed, but of very ill Conſe- 
quence to Society, which placed all Good- 
neſs 
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eis and Religion in a recluſe and contem- 
otive Way Life. | 

Tze Effect of this was, to draw off ma- 
y of the beſt and worthieft Men from the 
Pervice of the Public, and Adminiſtration 
f the Commonwealth, at a Time when 
heir Labours were moſt wanted to put a 
cop to the general Corruption-It is hard 
o fay which was moſt deſtructive, an Opi- 
ion that, like the former, eniboldened 
Vice, or ſuch one as rendered Virtue im- 
Wocent and aleleſs to ons — 


1 15 * ＋ T E R XIX. 
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From Londas. 
5 HILE the Priticiptes of the People 
of MY Y were thus depraved, and their Un- 
3 Ferſtandings taken off from their proper 
Pbjects, the Court became the Centre of 
Wmmorality and every kind of Folly. 
11 hough Flattery had been always buſy 
; there: 


19 y 
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5 


wear the Crown, without troubling him - 


not wanting Men about them ' who had 1 


fe 3 1 
3 yet the former Kings, who wen 
frequently at War, had been uſed to : 5 
certain military Freedom, and there were 1 
Courage to tell them Truth: But the Ef. 
feminacy of the preſent Set of Courtien 
took from them all Spirit as well as Vi. 
tue, and they were as ready to ſuffer the 1 
baſeſt Things, as to act the moſt unjut, Wm: 
The King, wholly devoted to his Ples. 
ſures, thought it ſufficient for him u 


ſelf with any of the Cares and Dutic| 
belonging to it. The whole Exerciſe and 
Power of the Government was lodged ij 
the Hands of a Grand Vixir, the firſt off 
that Title which the Trog hodites had ever 
known. It ſeemed very ſtrange to then 
at the Beginning, to ſee the Royalty 
transfered to their Fellow-Sabje&t ; and 5 
many thought it was debaſing it too much 
The Priefts themſelves were at a Loſs howſ 
to make out that this Sort of Monarchy 
was divine: However, they found ai 
* that the Grand Vizir was a God by 

| 7 "ons 


LE D fice, though not by Birth. If this Dif- 
Wrinction did not ſatisfy the People, the 
Court and the Prieſts were not much con- 
W-crned about it.— But a Prime Miniſter 
vas not the only Novelty theſe Times 
produced. 
he Troglodites had al ways beeen re- 
| 75 markable for the Manner in which they 
uſed their Women. They had a greater 
WE ftcem for them than any other of the 
WEaftern Nations. They admitted them to 
s conſtant Share in their Converſation, and 
Neven entruſted them with their private 
affairs: But they never ſuſpected that 
Wthey had a Genius for public Buſineſs 
Wand Hon not only their own Families, but 
rhe State itſelf, might be governed by their 
Direction. They were now convinced of 
Wtheir Miſtake. Several Ladies appeared 
together at the Helm: The King's Mi- 
Witreſs, the Miſtreſs of the Vigir, two or 
chree Miſtreſſes of the Vizir's favourite 
da offers, joined in a political Confederacy, 
d by and managed all Matters as they pleaſed. 
fice Their Lovers n nothing, and acted 
1 nothing 
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ſelves. The Hiſtory of the Troglodites half (a 


Sayings. 


of the City would be broke. What care] ; 


| Meaſures were not tile, the Trogloditu 
threatened to revolt: I am glad to heat 


3 but by * Recommendation aud 
Advice. Sometimes indeed they differ 
among themſelves, which occaſioned greafſ 
Confuſions in the State. But by the paci 
fic Labours of good Subjects, and th 
King's Interceſſion, ſuch unhappy Du 
ſions were compoſed, | and Buſineſs wen 
quietly on again, If there was any Defei 
in the Politics of theſe Female Rulers, il 
was, that they could never comprehend 
any other Point or Purpoſe in the Art of 
Government but ſo much Profit to then. 


recorded ſome of their wiſe and wad : 


One of them was told, that, by the ; ſel! 
great Decay of Trade, the principal Bank 


ſaid ſhe, I have hid my Money out ii ; 
Land. ; 


Another was 1 that if ben b 


it, replied the ; for if we beat them, then 
will ſome rich Confiſcations fall to me. 
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LETTER XX. 


W to MrRxEA at Iſpahan. 


From Zundus 


AIN FUL Experience had, by this 
Time, taught the 71 e what 


' Iiir Fathers were too happy to ſuſpect; 

chat human Nature was not perfect enough 
to be truſted with unlimited Power: They 
aw an evident Neceſſity of reſtraining 
chat which had been given to their Kings, 
Was well for the Dignity of the Crown it- 
elf, as for the Good of the Common- 


The whole Nation unanimouſly con- 


: cured in this Reſolution ; and that Unani- 
5 mity could not be W They there- 
fore conſidered by what Means to reform 


Wrheir Government, and did it with equal 


Vigour and Moderation. It was decreed, 
chat the Crown ſhould be preſerved to the 
Prince then reigning, out of Reſpect to 

G the 


3 „ 


= - 
the F amily he was Way bat that he ſhould - 
wear it under certain Limitations which 5 
divided his Authority with the Senate. - 
To prevent the Miſchiefs that might a.: 
riſe from evil Miniſters, and the too great 
Power of any Favourite, they declared, 
that the Miniſters of the King were the 
Servants of the People, and could nor be 
protected by the Court, if they were found 5 
diſloyal to the Nation. 5 
Under theſe wiſe Regulations the ſhat - 
tered State recovered itſelf again: Their 
Affairs were managed with more Diſcre- 
tion, and many public Grievances were 
redreſſed. They thought, that in limit - 
ting their Monarchy, they had cut the 
Root of all their Evils, and flattered them 
ſelves with a permanent Felicity. But 
they quickly diſcovered that this new Sy{-W 
tem was not without its Inconveniencies | 
Very favourable Opportunities were ſome· 
times loſt by the unavoidable Slowneſs of Jeal 
their Councils, and it was often neceſſar / U 
to truſt. more People with the Secret o have 
— Buſineſs, than could be relied 1 | 
wil 


; 75 
W with Security. There were many Evils 
W which the Nature of their Government 


W obliged them to connive at, and which 


it. The Abuſe of Liberty was . inſepara- 
ble, in many Points, from Liberty itſelf, 
and degenerated into a ſhameleſs Licenti- 
W ouſneſs. But the principal Miſchief, at- 


Jof the Senate into Parties. Different 
W Judgments, different Intereſts and Paſſions; 
vere perpetually claſhing with one ano- 
cher: And by the unequal Motion of its 
Wheels, the whole Machine went but 
WT heavily along. | 

Vet one Advantage aroſe from this Diſ- 
order, that the People were kept alert, 
Wand upon their Guard. The Animoſities 
Burg and Emulation of Particulars, ſecured the 
yl W Common-wealth : As in a Seraglio, the 
cles. Honour of the Husband is preſerved by 
the Malice of the Eunuchs, and mutual 
Jealouſies of the Women. 

s Upon the Whole, the 2 og lodites might 
have been happy in the Liberty they had 
G 2 gained 
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grew, as it were, out of the very Root of 


W tending on this Change, was the Divition 
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gained, if the fame public Spirit which 
eſtabliſhed, could have continued to main. 
tain it. 
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LATTER Xx. 


SELIM to Mixza at Iſpahan. 
From London. 


HERE was in the Senate a certain Ml « 


Man of great natural Cunning and 
33 factious, enterprizing, verſed MW 
in Buſineſs, and above all, very knowing 
in the Diſpoſition of the Times in whict . 
he lived. This Man came ſecretly to the 
King, and entertained him with the fol · 
lowing Diſcourſe. 


I perceive, Sir, you are very much 


. 


caſt down with the Bounds that have 
been ſet to your Authority: But per- 
haps you have not loſt fo much as your 
imagine.—The People are very proud of 


their own Work, and look with great 
Satisfaction on the Outſide of their new- 
6 erected 


A «a aA a A 


77 


= ai Government; but thoſe who can 
ſee the Inſide too, Ad oy thing too 
rotten and ſuperficial to laſt very long. 
© The two Things in Nature the moſt 
repugnant and inconſiſtent with each o- 
ther, are the Love of Liberty, and the 
Love of Money. The laſt is ſo ſtrong 
among your Subjects, that it is impoſh- 
ble the former can ſubſiſt. I ſay, Sir, 
they are not HONEST enough to be FxExR. 
Look round the Nation, and ſee whe- 
ther their Manners agree with their Con- 
ſtitution. Is there a Virtue which Want 
does not diſgrace, or a Vice which 
W © Riches cannot dignity ? Has not Luxu- 
ry infected all Degrees of Men amongſt 
them? Which way is that Luxury to be 
W © ſupported? It muſt neceſfarily create a 
W © Dependence which will ſoon put an End 
to this Dream of Liberty. Have you a 
Mind to fix your Power on a ſure and 
: * laſting Baſis? Fix it on the Vices of 
Mankind: Set up private Intereſt againſt 
public; 3 apply to the Wants and Vani- 
ties of Particulars ; ſhew thoſe who lead 
G5: 4 the 
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8 
© the People, that they may better find 
their Account in betraying than defend- 
ing them. This, Sir, is a ſhort Plan of 
ſuch a Conduct as would make you really 
ſuperior to all Reſtraint, without brea- 
king in upon thoſe nominal Securities, 
which the Trog lodites are more attached 
to a great deal than they are to the 
Things themſelves. If you pleaſe to 
truſt the Management to me, I ſhall not 
be afraid of being obnoxious to the Spi Bl 
of Liberty; for in a little while I will 
extinguiſh every Spark of it: Nor of 
being liable to the Fuftice of the Na- WE 
tion; for my Crime itſelf ſhall be my 5 Be: 
Protection. 
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ally LETTER XXII. 

png SELIM 70 Mirza at Iſpahan. 

Hes 

«= From Londow. 
che HERE is a very pretty, fair- com- 
to plexioned Girl, who lodges in a 


not 33 over-againſt me. She was always 
pirit ME ftaring at me from her Window, and 
ſeemed to ſollicit my Regards by a theu- 
. and little Airs that I cannot deſcribe, but 
vhich touched me ſtill more than all her 
: Beauty. At laſt I became ſo enamoured of 
her, that I refolved to demand her in 
. Narriage. Accordingly I went to vifit 
her in Form, and was received by her 
Mother, a Widow Gentlewoman, who 
deſired very civil; to know my . 
# Jan, adorned with the fineſt Flowers in 
the Eaſt: I have the Per/an Jaſmin, the 
Indian Roſe, the Violet of Media, and the 


J Tulip of Candahar ; But I have lately be- 


T- held 
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held an Engliſh Lilly more fair than al 
theſe, and far more ſweet, which I def 
to rranſplant 1 into my Carden, This Lilly, 
Madam, is now in your Poſſeſſion; and! 
come a Suppliant to you that I may obtan 
it. The old Lady, not conceiving wha Ml 
I meant, begun to aſſure me very faith. 
fully that I was miſtaken, for ſhe had nei. 
ther Lilly nor Roſe belonging to her. 

The Lilly, returned I, is your lovely 
Daughter, whom I come to ask of you for 

my Wife. E 

What do you propoſe to ſettle on her? 
replied ſhe. That is the firſt Point to be 19 
conſidered. 3 

I will do by her very le a. 
ſwered I ; I will ſettle upon her —— Twi 
black Eunnchs, an expert old Midwife, and 
fix or ſeven very adroit female Slaves. 

Two Blacks, anſwered ſhe, are well 
enough, but I ſhould think zwo Freund 
Footmen would be genteeler. ; 

However, Sir, we will not quarrel 
about her Equipage. The Queſtion is, What 
Proviſion you think of Making, —— 8 


Do 


nal Do not trouble yourſelf about that, re- 
«lire turned I :—She ſhall have Meat enough, I 
ill, 5 arrant you; Plenty of Rice, and the 
nd {beſt Sherber in all Per/a. 


tain Do not tell me of Rice and Sherbet, ſaid 


vhy the old Woman: I ask what nete yo 
aich. vill give ner? 
ne. This Word ſtopped me ſhort ; for I did 
f ot know what a Fointure ſignified. Atlaſt 
vely Whe explained herſelf, by demanding of 
: fo me, how her Daughter Was to live if I 
Whould: die? 
ner) I have an "IN Wife, anſwered V that 
o be intends to burn herſelf as ſoon as I expire: 
hut I would not recommend that Method 
"af 0 o your Daughter. 
Zu How ! faidſhe,— you are married then 
and Already! Ves, ſaid I, in Peyſa we are 
allowed to take as many Women as we 
an keep : And ſome, I am ſure, of the 
woſt taſhionable Men in England do the 
fame, only leaving out the Ceremony. 
[ris a very wicked Practice, anſwered 
he: — But ſince it is your Religion ſo to 


2 and that my Daughter s Fortune is too 
{mall 


well 
each 


rel 


har 


pol 


imall-to get a Husband among Chriſtian, 
I am not much averſe to. give her to ya 
upon reaſonable Terms, becauſe I am told 
you are very rich. x 
She had ſcarce ſpoke theſe Words, wha 
my little Miftreſs, who had been liſtening 
to our Diſcourſe behind the Screen, cam 
out from her Concealment, and told het 
Mother, That if ſo many Women wer 
c to live together ſhe was ſure there wouli 
© be no Peace in the Family; and there. 
1 © fore ſhe deſired her to inſiſt on à go : 
lj © Pin-money (that is to ſay, as the Term 
„ Vwas explained to me, a great independent 
"i * Allowance) in caſe her Husband and ſhi 
79 © ſhould diſagree. 15 : 
FUR W hat, faid I, young Lady, do you 3 
1 think already of ſeparating your Ipte rei 

| from mine? And muſt I be obliged to pay 
Wit! my Wite for living ill with me, as much a 
WH I thould for living well 7 { 
1 No by Ha -1 will never wed: 
1 Woman who is ſo Pk to rebel a- 
11 gainſt her Husband, that the articles for it 
1 in the very Contract of her Marriage.— 
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. | SELIM to Mirza at Iſpahan. 

came | 


From London. 


HERE is at London a Native of 
Aleppo who has reſided here ſome 
WV cars as a private Agent for ſome ler- 
Fhants of that City, and paſſes for a Few: 
Frhey call him Zabulon, but his true Name 
Abdallah, the Son of Abderamen. He has 
Wevealed himſelf to me: And I have con- 
Wracted a great Intimacy with him: There 
ever was an honeſter, more friendly, or 
Wnore valuable Man: But he is as much a 
i to all the Eaſtern Notions, and as 
much a Stranger to every Thing in Eng- 
3 as he was the firſt Hour of his Arri- 
ral. For my Part, Mirza, I ſer out with 
7 L Reſolution to give up all my hereditary 
3 and form my Mind to bear 
I ifferent Opinions, as my Body to ſuffer 
N eitterent Climates. Nay, if I may ſay ſo, 
I 8d 
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84 
I begun my Travels a good while befon 
I went abroad, by Reading, Enquiriq 
and Reaſoning, about the Manners an 
Inſtitutions of other Countries. I ha 
lived long enough under, the Yoke of a 
Arbitrary Government, to ſee the Miſery 
of it, and value Liberty. I am now come 
into an Iſland where that Liberty is happih 
eſtabliſhed, and where I may learn t 
know it by its Effects. This, ra, i 
the Study that I purſue, and it demand 
the utmoſt Attention I can give. In abſo 
late Monarchies all depends on the Cha 
rafter of the Prince, or of his Miniſters; 
And when that 1s known, you have little 
more to learn: But in mixed Govern 
ments, the Machine is more complex, and 
It requires a nicer Obſervation to under 
ſtand how the Springs of it are diſpoſed, 
or how they mutually cheque and aſſif 
each other. | 
When] talk to Abdallah on this Subjett, 
he tells me it is not worth my while to 
trouble myſelf abbut it: For that any 


Form of Government is good if it be we 
40. 
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is moſt likely to be well adminiſter'd, that is, 
which has beſt ſecured itſelf, by wholeſome 
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LETTER XXIV. 


SELIM 70 MIRZ A of Iſpahan. 
From London. 


> Cha | 
ſters S I was walking in the Fields near 
little this City the other Morning, a diſ- 


Verl. 


c, au my Charity, and, to excite my Compaſſion, 
inder bared his Boſom, on which were the Scars 
ooſech or many Wounds, all received in the 


aff Service of his Country, I gladly relieved 


his Wants, and being defirous to inform 


bject 


le 1% with him on the War in which he had 
t auff ſerved. He told me he had been preſent at 
e ul the taking of ten or twelve ſtrong Towns, 


40. 
"TS 1 of 


85 
adminiſter'd. But the Queſtion is, which 


Proviſions and Reſtraints, againſt the Dan- | 


banded Soldier ſomewhat in Years implored 


myſelf of every thing, fell into Diſcourſe 


and had a Share i in the Danger and Glory 
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86 , 
of almoſt as many Victories. How then, 
ſaid I, comes it to paſs that thou art laid 
aſide? Thy Strength is indeed in its De. 
cline, but not yet waſted ; and I ſhould if 
think that Experience would well ſupply Ml 
the Loſs of Youth. Alas! Sir, anſwered BW 
he, I have a good Heart and tolerable 
Limbs, but I want three Inches more of 1 
Stature: I am brave and able enough, * 
thank God, but not quite handſome enough 
for a Soldier. - 
How then didſt thou ſerve ſo long, te-. 
turned I ? In Flanders, Sir, ſaid he, there 
were ſome Thouſands ſuch ill-looking 
Fellows, who did very well in a Day off 
Battle, but would make no Figure at a Re- 
view. —Befides, I have no Vote for any 
County, City, or Borough in England 
and therefore could not hope for Prefer- 
ment in the Army, were I ever ſo wel 
made. This laſt Objection appeared to me 
very odd; but of all the Novelties I have 
met with in Europe, none ever ſurprized 
me ſo much, as that a Qualification for 
military Service ſhould be ſuppoſed to con- if 
ſiſt in ſmug Looks, and a certain Degree of i 
Talneſs, 


87 
Talneſs, more than experienced Courage, 
* lai iN and hardy Strengtb. 
De. If Women were to raiſe and employ 
nould Troops, I ſhould nor, indeed, much won- 
poly der at ſuch a Choice ; bur God grant our 
wered i invincible Sultan an Army of Veteran Sol- 
erable ! diers, though there were not a Man a- 
dre or mong them above five Foot high, or a 
ugh, Face that would not frighten an Enemy 
ouph with the very Looks of it! 
_—_— -- 
LETTER XXV. 


there 
SELIM 70 MrxzA at Iſpahan. 


then, 


oking 
ay of 
> Y ; From London. 
land; HERE is a Set of People in this 
refer - 1. Country, whoſe Activity is more uſe- 
o well leſs than the Idleneſs of a Monk. They 
to me are like thoſe troubleſome Dreams which 
have! : often agitate and perplex us in our Sleep, 
prized but leave no Impreſſion behind them when 
n for e wake. I have ſent thee an Epitaph 
) con- made for one of theſe Men of Buſineſs, who 
Faded his Life and Labours not long ago. 
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Here lie —— who lived Three. 


ſcore and ten Years in a continual Hurry, N. 


had the Honour of ſitting in fix Parliaments, 
of being Chairman in twenty-five Committees, 
and of making Three hundred and fiftySpeech 


es. He attended conſtantly twice a Week at I 
the Levies of twelve different Minifters if 
State; and writ for and againſt them On 


thouſand Papers. He compoſed Fifty neu 
Projects for the better Government of the b 
Church and State. He left behind him Mi 
mMoirs of his own Life in Jive Volumes in a : 


lio. 
Reader, if thou ſhould be moved to +l 


was ever born. 


_ . — 


a Tear for the Loſs of ſo CONSIDERABLE 4 | 


PERSON, it will be à $INGULAas Favour tif 
the Deceaſed ; for uo body elſe concerns hin. 
ſelf about it, or remembers that ſuch a M 


35 


Bree. TP 
ents, eee 
Been L EFT EN ODE. 
eech. LY „ | 
e SLIM 70 Mirza at Iſpahan. 
wy . 5 From London. 
e Went with my Friend the other Day 
1 co a great Hall, where all the Courts 
. of Law were ſitting together. Behold, 
„ Fn (fad he, the Temple of Fuſtice, the San- 
Wctuary of Privilege and Right, which our 
arb mightieſt Monarchs have not been able to 
1E violate with Impunity. Behold the loweſt 
our Hof our Commons contending here with the 
vin. higheſt of our Nobles, unawed by their 
Ma Dignity or Power. See thoſe venerable 
ages on the Bench, whoſe Ears are deaf 
to Sollicitation, and their Hands untainted 
with Corruption. See alſo thoſe twelve 
Z Men, whom we call the Fury, the great 
EBulwark of our Property and Freedom. 
But then caſt your Eyes on thoſe Men in 
Black that ſwarm on every Side. Theſe 
E T- are the Prieſts of the Temple, who, like 


3 moſt 


— 
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moſt other Prieſts, have turned their M. 
niſtry into a Trade: They have perplexed, g ; 
contounded, and encumbered Law, in or. 
der to make themſelves more neceſfary, z 
and to drain the Purſes of the People. — | 
I have heard, faid I, that the Laws off 


England are wilely framed and impartiall W 
- adminiſtered. The old Gothic Pile we ar 


a juſt Idea of their S!rut7ure. The Foun. 
dations of it are deep and very lafting ; i 
has ſtood many Ages, and with good Re. 
pairs may ſtand many more; but the A. 
chitecture is loaded with a Multiplicity of 
idle and uſeleſs Parts: When you examine 
it critically, many Faults and Imperfec 


In 

now in, replied my Friend, will give you 1 
n 

b 


tions will appear; yet upon the whole ii 


has a mighty awful Air, and ſtrikes you 
with Reverence. Then as to the Ad 
miniſtration of our Laws, the Diffe- 
rence between us and other Countries i 
little more than this, that there they {lM 
Juſtice in the Eros, and here we ſell it H 
Retail. In Perſia the Cadi paſſes SentencM 
for a round Sum of Money: In E1g/an 

| _ 


©@ = Gs» of oo 


the Judge indeed takes nothing, but the 
exed WE Attorney, the Advocate, every Officer 

in or- and Retainer on the Court, raiſe treble 

fary, that Sum upon the Client. The Condition 

.— of Juftice is like that of many Women of 
ws of Quality : They themſelves are above be- 
tially ing bought, but every Servant about them 

ve at muſt be Feed, or there is no getting at them. 

e you Z The diſintereſted Spirit of the Lady is of 
Foun . no Advantage to the Suitor ; he is undone 

g; i by the Rapine of her Dependants. 

d Re | 
e A. STAT OTH SOTITITRT NIAID 
ity Bi 
amine LETT ER XXVIL 
erfec · 
ole i 
s youll 
Ad. 


3 Fm — 
WS 
8 
. ö 
, 3 
N 
: Io TD . jp; 
— 1% 
-* 


SELIM 70 Mirza at Iſpahan. 


From London. 
I Told thee, in my laſt Letter, a Con- 
D te L verſation I had with my Friend upon 
5 1 | the Practice of Law in this Country. 
I it h ; What is peculiar to us, continued he, in 
judicial Proceedings is, that no diſcretion- 
* ar Power is lodged either in the Judge or 
2 1 the Jury; but they are to direct and de- 


termine 


-. altogether by the Letter of 14,0" 
Law. In France, and other Parts of EY 
rope, the Judge is truſted with ſuch z 
Power to vary from the Law, in certain 
Points, according to the Dictates of hu 
Conſcience, and the Reaſon of the Caſe: » 
But in England, Conſcience, Reaſon, ' 
Right, and Juſtice are confined to te 
Words of the Law, and the eſtabliſhe(M* 
Meaning thereof. No doubt this is pro- 
ductive of many Hardſhips : Particulan 
muſt often ſuffer by it; yet, in the main 
it is a wholſome Reſtraint, and beneficul 
to Liberty: For it is generally found 
that in other Countries, where they ar 
not ſo ſtrictly tied down, the Judge 
Conſcience is apt to depend too much off 
the King's, and the Rule of Equity is 
very uncertain Meaſure, which Paſſion, 
Prejudice, or Intereſt, can eaſily change. 

Theſe latter Times have, indeed, a good 
deal departed from the ancient Methods d 
Judicature in Matters of Property, by en- 
couragin g Applications to the Chancen 
which 1s a Court of Equity, where he 
who 


93 


; no reſides in it, judges alone, without 
f | „ 2 and wich a much greater Lati- 


— E. b | de than other Courts: But whether 
uch 4 ore Evil than Good does not attend on 
-ertain is Practice, may well be queſtioned. 


— 3 nus much is certain, that Cauſes are not 
a Ci 2 = | * a 0 h 
Fortened by it, though one might have ex- 


_ dected bhat Advantage from it at leaſt. 1 
. ave been told, faid I, that whatever Time 


lie FT ey may take in paſſing through that 
mY 7 hurt, they have often a further Journey to 
culan 4 ake before they come to a final Deciſion. 
is true, replied he, they may be carried 
100 Wrom thence by an Appeal to the Houſe of 


74 Words, who judge in the laſt Reſort, 
el nd if the Conſtitution had not lodged 


ch obere a Judicature ſuperior to that of the 
11 Fhancellor, ſo much of the Property of the 
* Pobject would entirely depend upon his 
"Opinion, that the Parliament would have 
inge. 1 d . . . 1 . 
eaſon to pur in again their Claim to a 
bo T7 h hich they demanded in the 
ods d St, which they de 


en Neign of Edward III. of nominating this 
7 . 757 h ] 

cer) if Heer t eme ves. 

* ll When 
who 


— — N — 
— 22 EST 6&5 
yo — — 2 


es pr 
— 


. * 


6 N. Wh. 1 9 - ; 2 — 
—— —— — —— —ͤ— * *»õ ũ 22 — 2 — PP — — 
4 — o 2 — * 22 — — — 
— — — . an — —— — — — Oe, r ” 


ra 


— 22 ů — 


2 — non 


94 


If by no other than thoſe of natural Equi 


Principles, Uſages, and Determination 


Cannot be 


England expects from All. 
ſo few are to judge, 


what if the Chancellor himſelf ſhould eie 
be the only Lord in the Houſe enough pol 4 


When an Appeal, ſaid I, is made to th 1 
Lords, by what Rules do They judge 


ty, I can then underſtand, that even 
Lord, who has common Senſe, may i 
ſuppoſed to be capable of ſuch a Juda 
ture: But if they proceed by the Ru 
of the Courts below, and according 


eſtabliſhed there, that is a Science of wich 4 
few are A e and in that Senſe cheſs | 
Fudges born. T'wo or Three 
at moſt, of their Body would then han k I 
competent Knowledge for the perfom 
ing a Duty, which the Conſtitution off 
And wal Fi 
their being toll 
much divided in Affection, or Intereſt, 
ſome J unctures of Time, at others del 
being too much united, might, I ſhoulli 
think, have very bad Conſequences. Bull 


9 | 


0 
L 


ſeſſed of that Knowledge to lead the Reſt 
Where would be then the Uſe of appeal 
ing from his Decrees To this my Frienl 

anſwer 


F 95 
wered nothing, and 1 thought that his 


2 to thi 
ence wanted no Explanation. 


judge 

1 Equi E. | 
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LETTER XXVIII. 


even 
SELIM 70 MIRZA at Iſpahan. 


may bi 
Judi 
Rule 3 
ling 1 | 
ination From London. 
f whid A French Gentleman was boaſting the 
fe the 1 other Day, in a Company where I 
Thru s, of the Academies founded by the late 
en han K ing for the Support and Reward of Arts 
erfom Sciences. 
tion Hou have a pleaſant Way, ſaid he, here 
| wha . Vesand, of encouraging a Man of Wit. 
ing toll When he is dead, you build him a fine 
reſt, i nd, and lay him among your Kings; 
rs the b l able he is alive, he is as ill received 
ſhoul Court, as if he came with a Petition 
s. Bu Winſt the Miniſtry, Would not the 
11d evWoney you have laid out upon the Monu- 
gh polfſMWnts of two or three of your Poets, have 
Rel n better beſtowed in giving them Bread 
appealWen they were living, and wanted it? 
Friend This 


1{werel 


6 
This might have been formerly the C 
replied rhe Engliſpman, but it is not (i 
now. A Man of true Genius is at preſullf f Z 
ſo much favoured by the Public, which 
the beſt of all Patrons, his Works are 
greedily bought up, and ſuch Regard 8M 
ſhewn him every Way, that he has no ne 
to depend upon a Court for Protection, oli 
for Subſiſtence. Hi 

And let me add, that the Honouwl 
which are paid to a deceaſed Man of Will 
have ſomething in them more gener 
and diſintereſted, than Penſions beſtow; 
on {laviſh Terms, and at the Price of c 
tinual Panegyric. We have a very g 
Poet now alive, who may boaſt of te 
Glory to which no Member of the Fra 
Academy can pretend, viz. that he wi 
ver flattered any Man 1 Power; but H 
beſtowed immortal Praiſes upon t 

whom, for fear of offending Men in Poli 
it they had lived in France, under tl 
ſame Circumſtances, no Poet there woll 


have dared to praiſe. 
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From London. 

HERE is a Cbriſtian Doctor, who, 

z at my firſt Arrival here, took the 
H ono rouble to viſit me very often, with no 
of Wil bother View, as I could find, but merely 
zeneroro make a Chriftian of me; in which De- 
eſtowll gn he has been ſingle hitherto, ſuch a 
of cu¶Zeal being very much out of Faſhion. ox 
ery gu But, what is moſt extraordinary, I was 
of told 9 other Day, that his Preferment in 
e Fru he Church had been lately fopped at the 
hen Winfance of the Mufti of this City, on a 
WSuppoſition of his being turned Mabome- 
Van, and that all the Proof brought againſt 
Dim was the Commerce he formerly bad 
ich me. 
When I bees this, I waited on the 
LM ufti, and offered to teſtify that the Doc- 
tor Was 2 Chriſtian, as far as I could judge 


by 


98 ; 
by all Iſfaw.of him, 3 the Time d 
our Acquaintance : But he refuſed to aſh 
mit my Teſtimony in this Caſe, becauſ i 
as he ſaid, I was my ſelf 4 Misbeliem A 
and infiſted on the Doctor's ſuppoſed ty 9 
ach, as an undoubted Fact, which /oubil 
ed him beyond meaſure. © 

If he is a Muſſelman, faid I. "he muſh ; 
Circumciſed. There is a vi ble Mark d 
Orthodoxy in our Religion; bur I fou 
be glad to know what is the vi//ble Ma 
8 yours. If it be Meekneſs, or Chariy 
or Fuftice, or Temperance, or Pieh, al 
theſe are moſt conſpicuous in the Doctor 
But I find that none of theſe can prove hin i 
to be a Chriftian. ——— What therefori8* 
is the Characteriſtic of his Accuſers ? and} 
how do they 1 themſelves to be Cin . 
tians ? * | 


It Is fuppoſed this Letter alludes to the Obie . 
tions made to the Promotion of the late Doc 
Randle, | 


LET: 
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ecauſe 

cel Ser 70 Niza at Iſpahan. 

d 4. N e From London. 


H E 1 and Practice of To- 

WA lcration prevail very ſtrongly in this 
7 ountry : I my, ſelf have felt the Effects 
f it very much to my Advantage. The 
Petter Sort of People are no more offended 
harit r che Difference of my Faith irom theirs, 
, A ban at the Difference of my Dreſs. The 
5 A lod, indeed, ſeem ſurprized at me for 
ve hin poth, and cannot comprehend how it is 
E bofible to make. ſuch Miſtakes, but they 


refor 

? ail ather contemn than hate me for them : 
22 Had 1 have yet been affronted by nobody 
Put a drunken Prieſt, who denounced 
Damnation againſt me, for refuſing to 
Pledge him, 70 the Proſperity of the Church 
England, in a Liquor forbidden by our 
Law. 


e Objer⸗ 
Docdo 


ET. 12üͥͤͥ os 


. 


- 
I bu _w_ ' 
VP ke 9 ew 8933 
2 = 8 
by * ic oe 


— 4s ; 
7 KY _ "I 
1 b 
rr 
— 3 N ner 
— or yr 


100 ; 
This has not always been. the Tempe F | 
of the Engliſh. They have formerly W 
ged War againſt Mahometans, only becauę 
they were fo; they have kindled Fim 
againſt Heretics, though What was Hereſ 5 
in one Age has been Orthodox y in another: 
Nay, they have involved their County 
in all the Miſeries of civil Diſcord upuſſ 
Points of no greater Moment, than wie 


ther a Table ought to be placed in the 3 


Middle of the Church, or at one End i 
it. ; 7 
I muſt own to thee, Mirza, there is is n 
thing J abhor ſo much as Perſecution: | 
ſeems to me no leſs ridiculous in its Prince 
ples, than dreadful in its Effects. One wol 
think, that the great Diverſity of Opinion 
among Mankind ſhould incline Men a litt 
to ſuſpect that their own may poſſibly 
wrong, eſpecially in Diſputes not veriſi 
eſſential; but to purſue all others withRag 
and Violence inſtead of Pity or Perſuaſion 
is ſuch a Strain of Pride and Folly as cat 
ſcarce be accounted for from Enthufiaſm it 


felt. I have read in a Spaniſo Author of a ce 
tall 


3 101 
empei tain Madman who rambled about Spainwith 
y w- Sword and Lance, and whomſoever he met 
cad with in his Way, he required to acknowledge 
Fita and believe, that his Miſtreſs Dulcinea del 
Jerch WW 7040/0 was the handſomeſt Woman in the 
other; World. It was in vain for the other to 
ountty reply, that he had no Knowledge at all of 
d up Dalcinea, or had a particular F ancy to a- 
n we. nother Woman; the Madman made no 
in the Allowances for Ignorance or Prejudice, 
End ai but inſtantly knocked him down, and ne- 

| ver left beating him till he promiſed to 
e is 1 maintain the Perfections of the ſaid Lady 
ion: above all her Rivals. Such has been the 
Prine Conduct of many Prieſts and Prieſt-rid 
wou Princes in propagating their ſpiritual Incli- 
pinion vations Each had his ſeveral Dulcinea, 
a litt and reſolved that every body ſhould ad- 
bly WW mire her as much as himſelf ; but as this 
t ven was not eaſily brought about, the Contro- 
thRagſverſy was determined by Force of Arms. 
ſuafionMl Nay, though it happened that all admired 
y as cu the ſame, they would even quarrel about 
faſm i the Faſhion of her Cloaths: And moſt 
of a cel bloody Battles have been fought to decide 


tall Fo 1 which 
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Mirza, how abſurd is all this! The Beauty 


feſs a Faith without Conviction, thougi Ml 
it was but indifferent to him before, mut 


forced to marry where they do not ay 
AI will end this Subject with putting the 


in mind of a Ceremony which is celeb 


There are two Bulls brought forth befor 
the Crowd, the ſtrongeſt of which is call h. 


102 x 
which Colour became her beſt. Alas 


of true Religion is ſufficiently ſhewn by 
its proper Luftre ; it needs no Knight 
Errant to combat for it; nor is any thing Wl 
ſo, contrary to the Nature of Affection u 
Conſtraint. Whoever is compelled to pr 


grow to think it odious: as Men, who au 


prove, ſoon change Diflike into Averſion 


ted once a Year by the common People a 
Perſia, in Honour of our Prophet Ai 


Ali, and the weaker Omar. They ar 
made to fight, and as Ali is very ſure wy 
get the better, the SpeCtators go aaf 
highly ſatisfied with this happy Decilio 
of the Diſpute between Us and the Here 
rical Turks, por 


Jul 
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Ale ffuſt in this Light T regard all religious 
Jeauty EF Wars. Whether the Combatants are two 
wn H Bals or two Biſhops, the Caſe is exatly 
night, Uthe ſame, and the neee juſt as 
- thing {WYabſurd. 

tion a 

0 pn ——— — 
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ho ar L Serin to MrRZA at Iſpahan. 
_ | From London. 
ag thee EPHERE is nothing more aſtoniſhing 
elebr- to a Muſſelman than many Par dicu- 


N lars relating to the State of Matrimony, 
Was it is managed in Europe Our Practice 
Wof it is fo totally different, that we can 
hardly think it poſſible for Men to do or 


ople ol 
et A 
be fo 
3 calle 


ey at Tuffer ſuch Things as happen here every 
ſure toi Day. 
av The following Story, which was given 


me for a true one, will ſet this in a very 
full Light: : I wiſh thou mayeſt find it as 


13 as I am ſure thou wilt find 


eciſ ia 


Her 
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In the Reigaof Charles the, Firit, Kirſ 
of Eng land, lived two Gentlemen, whoj i 
true Names I will conceal under the feig· 
ed ones of Acaſto and Septimius. Thy 
were Neighbours, their Eſtates lay tog 
ther, and they had a Friendſhip for ea 
other, which. had grown up from ther 
earlieſt Youth. $ 

Acaſto had an only Son, whom we vill 
call Polydore, and Septimius an only Daug i 
ter, named Emilia. Though the Boy wlll 
but tourteen Years old, and the Girl bu 
twelve, the Parents were ſo deſirous dM 
contracting an Alliance between their FM 
milies, and of uniting the two borderig i 


Eſtates, that they married them before e 
ther was of Age to conſummate the Ma 
riage, or even to underſtand the Natur 


of their Contract. As ſoon as the Ceremony 


was performed, they ſent the young Ger 
tleman abroad, to finiſh his Education. 


After four Years which he had ſpent i | 


France and Italy, he was recalled. by tf 
News of his Father's Death, which made 


it neceſſary for him to return to Englant 
f Emil, 


= Z7:i/ia, who was now about ſixteen, 
egun to think he had been abſenr long 
enough, and received him with a great deal 
N of Satisfaction. She had heard a fine Cha- 
aer of him, from thoſe who knew him 
| n his Travels: And when ſhe ſaw him, 
His Perſon was ſo improved that ſhe thought 
| Perſelf the happieſt of Women in being his 


we il ite. 
Daug But his Sentiments for her were very 


1 different. 

8 There was in his 'Temper a Spirit of 

rous ¶ Contradiction, which could not bear to 

heir E dave a Wife impoſed upon him. He com- 

2rderinf Plained, that his Father had taken Advan- 
tage of his tender Age, to draw him into 


fore el 5 
e Mayen Engagement, in which his Judgment 


Natur : ould poſſibly have no Part. He confeſſed 
remonri What he had no Objections to the Perfon or 


Character of Emilia; but infiſted on 4 


18 Ger- 
Lierty of Choice, and declared, that he 


tion. 


ſpent i ooked upon his Marriage to be forced and 
by üull. In ſhort, he abſolutely refuſed to 
ch mad conſummate, in ſpite of all the 8 
gland ef their Friends, and the Conjugal Affec- 


Emilid tion 


ro6 


tion of the poor young Lady, * did 
her utmoſt to vanquiſh his Averſion.— 
When the found that all her Kindneſs waz 
thrown' away, the natural. Pride of her 
Sex made her deſire to be ſeparated from 
him, and ſhe joined with him in a Petition 
for a Divorce. The firſt Parliament of 
the Year Forty was then fitting : The Af. 


# 


fair was brought before them, and it was 


believed, chat a Divorce would have eaſily 
been obtained at their mutual Demand. 
But the Biſhops oppoſed it with great Vi. 
olence, as a Breach of the Law of God, 
which they ſaid would admit of no Di- 
vorce, but in 'Caſes of Adultery. ; They 
were anſwered, t at the Marriage was not 
compleat ;' and that the ceremonious Part, 
Which was all that had paſt between them, 
might as properly be diſpenſed with by the 
Legiſlature, as any other Form of Law. 
That the young Geantleman's Ayerſion was 
invincible, and inconſiſtent with the Obli- 
gation laid upon him: That therefore it 
would not well become the Fathers of the 
W to put him under a manifeſt Temp 
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tation of committing Adultery: And ak 
nothing could be imagined more unjuſt, 
than to condemn the Lady to perpetual 
Virginity, under the Notion of a Marri- 
age, which, it was plain, was a mere Il- 
1 luſion.— Theſe Arguments ſeemed convin- 
| cing to all the World, except the Biſhops; 
but they perſiſted in their u/ual Unanimity, 
and were ſo powerful by the Favour of the 
Cum, that they carried their Point in the 
Houſe of Lords: And the unfortunate Po- 
Hare and Emilia were declared to be one 
Ha, though no Union had ever been be- 
tween them, either in Body or in Mind. 
rhe Husband immediately paid back his 
Wife's Portion to her Father; and firmly 
reſolved, that from that Time forwards 
be would never ſee her more. His natu- 
ral Obſtinacy was irritated by the Con- 
ttraint that was put upon him, and he took 
I Pride to ſhew the World, that there 
as no Power, Eccleſiaſtical or Civil, 
vhich could oblige him to act like a mar- 
red Man againſt his Inclination. The 
poor Lady retired to a Seat of her Fa- 

ther's 
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ther's in the Country, and endeavoured 
by long Abſence from. her Husband, u 
forget chat he had ever pleaſed or oſfendi 
her. Two Years: after wards the CM 
War broke out between the King ai! 
Parliament. FPolydore was ſo enraged - 

gainſt the Biſhops. for obſtructing his DM 
vorce, that it determined him in chooſing 
of his Party, and made him take up Am Z 
againſt the King. Sertimius, the Fathe 
of Emilia, was as zealous a Royaliſt, ui 
which his Hatred of Polydore contributa 
as much as any thing; for it was hardy 
poſſible that two ſuch bitter Enemies ſhoullfhif 
be of the ſame Side. In the Courſe of ti he d 

War, the King being worſted, the Etta, © 
of many of his Party were confi ſcatel 15 
and Septimius having been one of the mii e 
active, was alſo one of thoſe that ſulteriiW, 
moſt. He was compelled to retire iu | 
France with what he could fave out of ti bis T. 
Wreck of his Eftater; and carried with hi 
his Daughter, who was quite abandon 5 
by her Husband and his Raann 1 
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ln the mean while, the Army of the 
WParliament began to form itſelf into 
different Factions. Cromwell, at the Head 
Jof the Independants, acquired by Degrees 
ſuch an Influence, that the Presbyte- 
Wrians were no longer a Match for him: 
Pahdore, who was devoted to that Sect, 
? threw up his Commiſſion in Diſcontent; 
and happily for his Reputation had no 
bare in thoſe violent Proceedings, which 
ended in the Deſtruction of the King, and 
che ancient Conſtitution. 

He continued quite unactive for ſome 
ears; but at laſt growing weary of a 
ife that agreed ſo ill with his Vivacity, 
be determined to go and ſerve in the Low- 
Countries under the great Prince of Conde, 
ho, in the Year 1654, commanded the 
Le of Hain againſt his Country. 
Two Reaſons inclined Polydore to this 
Party; ; firſt, the Deſire he had to learn 
Wis Trade under a General of fo great 
Reputation: And, ſecondly, becauſe 
Cromwell had refuſed to enter into an Al- 
Wliance with that Prince, though moſt a- 
R greeable 


110 
greeable to the Intereſts of England. 
He found his Highneſs employed in be. 
ſieging Arras, and was received by hin 
with high Marks of Eſteem. During the 
| Siege he often ſignalized his Courage, and 
ſupported the Opinion that was ſpread al 
over Europe of the Valour of the Parliz 
ment-Officers: Bur the Marſhal Turenne, 
with La Ferte and Hoguincourt, having at- 
tacked the Beſiegers in their Lines, relie- 
ved Arras, and would have deſtroyed the 
Spaniſh Army, if the Prince of Conde had 
not ſaved it by a Retreat, which wa 
one of the greateſt Actions of his Life. 
In this Battle Polydore was taken Priſoner, 
and ſent to Paris with many other Spanjſ 
Officers, to continue there till they ſhould 
be ranſomed or exchanged. In the Jour- 
ney he contracted a great Intimacy with 
the Count Aguilar, Brigadier under the 
Count de Fuenſaldagna, and one of the 
firſt Gentlemen in Spain. As they travel- 
ed together ſeveral Days, they very natu- 
rally acquainted one another with tht 
principal Incidents of their Lives. Pa 
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Jure related to Aguilar the whole Story of 
his Marriage with Emilia, and declaimed 
vith great Heat againſt the Folly of tying 
two People thus together, Who wiſhed no- 1 
ching ſo much as to be looſe. 1 
No doubt, ſaid the Count, it is mat 10 
abſurd; but, to ſay the Truth, I find no- = 
ching very reaſonable in che whole Affair 1 
Jof Marriage as we have made it. I do 1 
not know what it may be to other Men, i 
but ro me it ſeems horribly unnatural to FH 
de confined to any ſingle Woman, le * 
her be ever ſo agreeable. 1 
I I had chen a Woman Freely, anſ wer- 1 
ed Pohaore, I could be al ways conſtant co £4 
ber with Pleaſure ; but to have a Compa- 7 
nion for Life forced upon me, I had rather ul 
row in the Gallies than ſubmit to ir. 1 
Fou are miſtaken, my dear Pol) Aore, 1 
replied the Count, in fancying it ſo eaſy v4 
s be conſtant even to a Wife of one's own 14 
chuſing. I have had ſome Experience of | 
that Kind, and know that the firſt Choice 
is only good till we have made a ſecond. 
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To prove this to you, I need only gin 
you the Hiſtory of my Amours——Tha 
you may not think I am telling you 
Romance, I will begin where Romance, 
always end, with the Article of my Mar. 
riage. I was married at four and twenty 
to a Lady, whom I choſe for her Beauty 
and good Senfe, without troubling myſelf 
about her Fortune, which was but ſmall 
The three or four firſt Years that we l. 
ved together was the happieſt Period of 
my Lite: I preſerved all the Ardour of: 
Lover with the Freedom and Tendernels 
of a Husband. She loved me ftill more 
fondly than I did her; and if I had not 
efr her till ſhe gave me Occaſion, I be- 
lieve I thould have been conftant to this 
Day.—But I was not able to hold out any 
longer. All her Charms were become ſo 
tamiliar to me, that they could not make Ii 
the leaſt Impreſſion: And I went regularly 
to her Bed as I did to Supper, with a i 
Appetite quite palled by too much Plenty. 
In this dull Way I drudged on for a ted. 
gus Twelvemonth, till the Sight of a Re- 

2 | lation 


E I13 
: jation of1 my Wife's, hd came oppor- 
tunely to lodge in my own Houle, rouzed 
me out of my Lethargy. She was a beau- 
titul Creature of eighreen, juſt taken out 
of a Convent to be married. She knew 
R nothing of the World, but had a natural 
W Quickneſs that went furcher than Experi- 
eace. However, as there was ſomerhing 
W alittle aukward in her exterior Carriage, 
the Counteſs d Aguilar thought it proper 
W to keep her with her for ſome Time betore 
her Marriage, till ſhe had inſtructed her 
W how to behave herſelf ia Public. I thought 
my Inſtruct ions might be ot uſe to her as 
well as my Wife's, to teach her how to 
8 behave herſelf ia Private, and had the 
good Fortune to make them more agrec- 
able. | | 

She liked me 8 and better every 
Leſſon, and in Proportion, as her Pafſion 
increaſed tor me, the conceived a ſtronger 
Averſion for the Man who was deſigned to 
be her Husband : And indeed the had no 
great Reaſon to be fond of him, for he 
was a peeviſh, ſtupid, bigotted old Fellow, 


3 hs 
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who did nothing Day or Night but pray 
and ſcold. Her Friends preſſed the Con. 
cluſion of her Marriage; and, as unwilling 
as ſhe was to come into it, ſhe could not 
reſiſt their Importunities. Vet to comfort 
me, the very fairly let me know, thar ſhe 
would give her Virginity to me in ſpite 
of all their "Teeth; and moreover, that! 
thould have it on the wedding Night. | 
repreſented to her the Improbability of 


her performing ſuch a Promiſe at ſuch 


Time; but ſhe bid me truſt to her Man- 
agement and I ſhould be ſatisfied. - 
The wedding Night came ; and when 
the Company was retired, the Bridegroom 
was ſurprized to ſee the Bride diſſolved in 
Tears. He begged to know the Cauſe of 
her Affliction ; but ſhe would not tell him, 
except he ſwore, that, when he knew it, 
he would do his utmoſt to remove it. 
The poor Man, in the Vehemence of his 
Love, aſſured her that he would do any 
thing to make her eaſy, that was not con- 
trary to the Honour of a Cavalier, or the 
Injunttions of our Holy Mother Church. 


£ 


No, 


1175 
No, ſaid 8 the Thing I require of 
Hou will recommend you extremely to the 
Church, as it is only to give me leave to 
4 compliſh a Vow I made to the bleſſed 
WV irgin, i in a Fit of Sickneſs when my Lite 
vas in great Danger. 
Heaven forbid, my pretty Child, re- 
lied the Don, thit 1 fhould hinder you 
from performing a ſacred 3 to 'he 
Hazard of your Soul. 
2 | Well then, ſaid ſhe, I will own to you, 
What in my Fright I vowed, that if I 
Would but get well again, and live 70 be 


3 


n narried, I would conſecrate my Wedding 
Night to the bleſſed Virgin, by paſſing it 
n | in the Bed of my waiting Woman, the 
f {Wirtuous Jabella. And this very. Morning 
, Wy bile [ {lepr, our Lady appeared to me 
5 | 10 a Dream, and threatened me with ano- 


ber Fit of Sickneſs if I did not keep my 
BW ord. 

It it be ſo, replied the Husband, chere 
þ no doubt but the Virgin muſt be ſerved 
Pefore me; and ſo, my * I wilh yas 
= N . 

Now 


| whence, as ſoon as every body was aſleq, 


Vanity of my Heart, diſcoveriig it totk 5 


thought that the greateſt Obſtacle to | 
Defires'was her Fondneſs for me, he 1» 


116 b 
No you muſt know that the virtue 
Habella was truſted with all the Secrecs iſ 
her Miſtreſs, and had gone between u 
through the whole Courſe of our Amour. 
- Accordingly Madam went to bed to he 
waiting Woman, who had taken Care n 
inform me of this Deſign, and conceals 
me in a Cloſet within her Chamber; fim 


I was admitted to the Place of Jabel . | 
and received the full Acquittance of i 
Promiſe 1 little nes to > fee perfor #} 
The lieu of this Adveriture vi 
delighted me, thar I could nor help, in t:. 


Duke de! Infantada, the moit intimate di 
my Friends. He was very thankful foprow 
the Confidence I repoſed in him, and to pac 
reward me for it, betrayed it inſtantly wi 
my Wife, whom, it ſeems, he had lon 
made Love to without Succeſs. As ii 


bon to remove it by convincing her of mJ 
Falſeneß f 


i 
N 
E 


i 17 
Vilſeneſs; ; but though the News of it had 
I W:ke to have broke her Heart, it was not 
[ able to change it. 
she reproached me in a Manner that 
nade my Fault appear much more inexcu- 
able. —I might complain, ſaid ſhe, of the 
WA front you have done my Lic in de- 
auching my Relation; but, alas! I am 
only ſenſible to the Injury you have done 
ny Love. You are grown weary of me, 
nd I know it is impoſſible to regain your 
Heart, ſince the ſingle Reaſon of your 
WDiſlike muſt Kill continue, which is, That 


em your Wife. If any Part of my Beha- 
viour had offended you, I might have chan 


Wed it to your Satisfaction; but this is a 
Fault, which, in ſpite of all my Care, will 
row worſe every Day.—I endeavoured 
Wo pacify her by Aſſurances of my future 
- 2 ; and really I was ſo affected by 
her Behaviour, that I ſeriouſly meant to 
Peep my Word. But our Inclinations are 
Nery little in our Power: My Reſolution 
| Won yielded to the Charms of the Coun- 
Meets Alamira, one of the handſomeſt Wo- 
men 
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men about the Court, ad the vaineſt, M /;7 
moiſt intereſted, and the moſt abandons ha 
She made it a Point of Honour to ſedu my 
me, out of a Deſire to mortify my W ile Wo 
with whom ſhe had quarrelled upon foul Was 
female Competition of Precedeney a bear 
Dreſs. fonc 

Her Avarice was equal to her Pride, a C 
and ſhe made me pay dearly for her E Feli 
vours, though her Husband was one d Io 


the richeſt Men in Spain. I hardly eve Mk : 
went to her without a Preſent of ſom 
kind or other, and my Fortune began uM 
ſuffer by my Expence: Vet I was ſo be Neck 
witched to ber, that though I: heartily 
deſpiſed bers I cog: not _ loving her 
to Madneſs. oY $ 
One Day, whos 1 came to oy her afie I 
an Abſence that had raiſed my Deſires vi 
the higheſt Pitch, ſhe received me with 
Sullenneſs and 11)-humour that torturel il 
me beyond Expreſſion. I conjured her i 
acquaint me with the Cauſe of it, and its 


told me, That the lat time the was WF Ab 
5 Court, the had ſeen the Counteſs q 5 roug 
E & wat | 


11 
ar with a Diamond Necklace on, ak 
bad given her the Day before: That 
my making ſuch Preſents to another 
Woman, in the midſt of our Intrigue, 
was an Inſult ſhe was determined not to 
bear; and that ſince I was grown ſo 


2 Conſcience of diſturbürg our conjugal 
Felicity.” _ 

l offered her any Satisfaction ſhe would 
uk: And the malicious Devil had the Im- 
Wudence to tell me, that nothing could 
Watisfy her, but my taking away that 
Necklace from my Wife, and giving it 
er. entreated her to accept of another 
3 be twice its Value; but ſhe replied, that 
er Honour was concerned, and, in ſhort, 
De would have that, and Hat ali. 
Prercome with her Importunities, I went 
Wome, and ftole it for her; but made her 


[ That my Wife ſhould never ſee it in her 
; Poſſeſſion. 


; prought me, that the Counteſs 4 Aguilar 
mn. 


had 


fond a Husband, ſhe could not bur make 


romiſe me ſolemnly to be very cautious 


About three Days after, Word was 


£20 | 
had fainted away in the Anti-chamber d 
the Queen, and was gone Home in grey 
Diſorder to her Mother's the Counteſs q 
Pacheco. =o 
I went immediately thither in ſuch ; 
Fright, as convinced me I loved her beta 
than I thought I did: But imagine my 
- Confuſion, when ſhe informed me, tha 
ſhe had fainted at the Sight of her on 
Diamonds on the Neck of the Countchi 
Altamira. She added, that it was no My: 
ftery to her, nor to anybody elſe, hoy 
that Lady came by them; and that, t 
ſave herſelf the Mortification of any mor 
ſuch public Affronts, ſhe would no longe 
live with me as my Wife, but leave mea 
full Liberty to pleaſe myſelf, as my licen- 
tious Inclination ſhould direct. 
I ufed my utmoſt Eloquence to preval 
on her to come home to me again; but iii 
remained inflexible, and ſaid no more u 
all my Proteſtations, but, that if her pal 
Conduct had not been able to fix my Hear, 
ſhe deſpaired of doing it for the future. 
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After living whhour her half a Year, I 
vas ordered to my Regiment in Flanners, 


and was very glad of an Occaſion to leave 
8 Madrid, where the Regret of her Separa- 
tion was ſuch a Pain to me, that it entire- 
iy ſunk my Spirits. Since my Arrival in 
W the Army, I have writ to her three or 
four Letters, but ſhe diſdained to make 
me any Anſwer; and I have Reaſon" to 
believe, that her high Spirit has, by this 
Time, got the better of her Love. 


For my Part, I -endeavour to amuſe 


& myſelf the beſt I can with other Women; 
and I defire, my dear Palydore, that we 
: wy be always reciprocal Confidants of 
q every Intrigue that we engage in during 
our Stay i in Prance.— 


Palydore thanked him, and aſſured him, 


chat on his Part he ſhould meet with no 
W Reſerve. When they came to Paris, his 
E firſt Care was to enquire what was become 
Jof Septimins and Emilia, whom he had 
beard no Account of for many Years. He 
was informed, that Septimius was dead, 

aud his Daughter gone from Paris. His 


L Curioſity 


122 : 
Curioſity made him write to his Friends ni 
England, to ask if the was there. They 
an{wered him, that everybody believed ty Ml Warr 
as dead in France, having received w 
News of her a great while. Polydore wi 

mightily. pleaſed with this Account, an 
| fancied himſelf very happy in'being a Wi 
dower, though he had given himſelf n 
Frouble to ſupport the Character of 4 
Husband.— The two Friends had not reſi. Wi 
ded long at Paris, before they were eme 
changed for ſome French Officers who wer MW 
taken ' Priſoners by the Prince of Cont 
They returned to the Army, but the Se Pee 
ſon not permitting them to come to any 
Action, they agreed to paſs the Winter t 
Bruſſels, in the Court of the ' Archduke rouę 
They had not been there above a Month, 

before Aguilar acquainted his E ug 
Friend, that he had begun an Intrige 
with a French Lady, who lived in a very 
retired Manner, which he believed was 
o wing to her Circumſtances : That he had 
ſeen her two or three Times, by means af 


a Woman at whoſe Houſe ſhe | lodged, 
whoſe 


4 
E 


n 
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J good Offices he had fecared by Ju 
handſome Bribe. He added, that he Aae 
Wcarry Polydore to ſee her the next Viſit 
tat he made. Accordingly they went 
Nogether to Madamoiſelle Dalincourt (for 
hat was the Name of Aguilar's new Miſs 
res.) At their coming in, Daliucaurt 
emed much ſurprized, changed Colour, 
Wind was not able to ſpeak a Word. The 
WGount, alarmed at her Diſorder, ſuſpe&ed: 
me Lover had been with: her, and told 
Wer, with an Air of Diſcontent, that he 
Was ſorry he came at ſo wrong a Time. 
e endeavoured to ſhake off her Confu- 
Pon, and replied, that he was always ve- 
Wy welcome : But that the Gentleman he 
Wrought with him had ſo much Re- 
emblance of a Brother of her's who was 
Hilled in Handers, that, at firſt Sight, ſhe: 
Would not help being ſtruck with it in the 
lanner they had ſeen: She added, that if 
We Gentleman was as like her Brother in 
2 Kind, as he was in Form, ſhe ſhould be 
8 Þightily pleaſed with his Acquaintance. 
le — this with ſuch an Air of Since- 
2 HS rity, 


11 


ed to Polydore, and asked him how long he 
with many other more particular Enqui. 


know him better. Polydore was very glad 


_ Friendſhip which he N would tum 


court's Perſon and Underſtanding ? Bete 
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rity, that the Count began to think ki 
Jealouſy was without Foundation. 

After ſome general Diſcourſe, ſhe appl. 


TTT ny or TIT 
: F.. þ 


had been engaged in the Spaniſh Service? 
ries, which ſeemed to intimate a Deſire to 


of it, 1n hopes to ſerve his Friend : Ang 
the Count, who had no Suſpicions on that 
Side, did his utmoſt to engage them in: 


to his Advantage. j 

Ar Night, when the two Gentle 2 
were at hame together, Aguilar asked hi 
Companion, what he thought of Dali. 


of the laſt than the firſt; anſwered be 


though both are certainly: agreeable. IN ; IM 
cannot help thinking, continued he, tha H, 


her Perſon is not quite new to me; but if 
cannot recolle& where met wich her 
except it was at Paris, when I was then 
a Boy. You will do well to improuW 
your Acquaintance now, replied 

| | Countii 
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1 count; and, to give you an Opportunity 
of doing it, 1 will ſend you there to-mor- 
W row to make my Excuſes for being obli- 
ged to hint with the Archduke, inſtead 
of waiting upon her as I intended. 1 know, 
my dear Pohadore will employ all his Wit 
and Eloquence to ſet his Friend's Paſſion 
in the beſt Light; and while he is with 
ber, I ſhall have leſs Uneafineſs in being 
away. Polydore promiſed him all the Ser- 
vices he could do him, but faid, he wiſhed 
be had got a Miſtreſs too, to make the 
PFarty even. 

The next Day he went to her, and faid 
a great deal in Praiſe of Aguilar, to dit. 
cover what ſhe thought of him. She an- 
ſwered him with Terms of a cold Eſteem, 
but nothing that gave him the leaſt En- 
couragement to believe ſhe was in Love. 


that 

Jas He then endeayoured to perſuade her of 
\ i 2 Violence of the Count's Paſſion for 
a ber; but ſhe aſſured him, that this was 


: the only Subje& ſhe did not care to hear 
him talk of . returned to his F riend 
i Re diſcouraged at her manner of pro- 
L 3 ceeding, 
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ceeding, and told vie there was nothing 
to be hoped for. The Count ſhewed hin 
a Letter he had juſt received from his 
Confidant, the Lady of the Houſe ; which 
adviſed him not to chink of gaining | Dali 
court by a timorous Reſpect; but to offer 
her at once a handſome Settlement, which 
the Streightneſs of her Fortune would 
make her lien to much more kindly than 
ſhe did to his fine Speeches. 
This indeed may do ſomething, faid 
Polydore ; for J found by her Diſcourſe, 
that ſhe had been reduced, by a Series of 
Misfortunes, to a Condition very much 
beneath ber Birth. In Concluſion, they 
agreed to make a Trial whether ſhe wa 
to be bought or not; and Polydore was 
made the Bearer of a Letter Which con- 
tained a very liberal Propoſal. She read 
it, looked at Polydore ſome Time without 
ſaying a Word, and at laſt burſt out into 
a Flood of Tears. 

I thought, ſaid ſhe, recovering het 
Voice, that it had not been in the Powe? 
of my ill Deſtiny to make me more un- 

happy: 


r27 


ing Lr, But I now find, that my Misfor- 
im tunes have ſunk me lower than ever I was 
bis ware of, ſince two Gentlemen, whole - 


C fteem I wiſhed to gain, think fo meanly 


in of me, as to imagine me a proper Perſon 
fer N to receive ſuch a Letter. But know, Sir, 


Wi; I am to Happineſs; and have a Spirit 
ſuperior to all the Wrongs that your inſo- 
ent Sex can put upon me. Had not you 
diſgraced yourſelf by the ſcandalous Em- 


le, ployment of endeavouring to ſeduce me 
of WW with a dirty Bribe, I ſhould have been 
c WF happy in ſeeing you often here; but muſt 


now deſire you to trouble me no more, 
and to tell your Friend, as my Anſwer to 


his Letter, that I would ſooner give my= 
n- WH {elf to a E than 1. e to a 
al WY Prince, —— * FEY | 


= Polydore was infinktely truck with this 
© Reception. Every Word the uttered 
pierced him to the Heart; and he looked 
upon her as a Miracle of Virtue, ſuch as 

he never had any Notion of before. He 


ieturned to che Count in great Confuſion, 


that I am as much a Stranger to Infamy, 
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forbidding him to name the Count in an 
Laclinadion to name him, replied he; fr! 


and acquainted him wich the ill Sue 
of his Commiſſion. Aguilar, more in Lon 
with, her than ever, writ a moſt ſubmiſy i 

Letter to beg; her Pardon; but ſle i 


found all his Courtſhip was ineffectual, tif 
left Braſels in Deſpair, and retired tot 


Villa of one of his Friends, Where he n. 


ſolved-to ſtay till the Opening of the Cu. 
Paign. In the mean while Pojydore, wii 


continued ſtill at Braſſels, was in a Situs 


tion little eaſier than his Friend. Madl 
moiſelle Dalincourt took up all hi 
Thoughts: He repeated to himſelf a thou 
ſand times the laſt Words he: Heard bet 
ſpeak, and admired the Spirit that ap 
peared in them to a Degree of Adoration, 
Not being able to bear her Abſeng 
any longer, he ſent to beg that he might 
ſee her qnee again, upon a Buſineſs: wholly 
relating to himſelf. Sbe admirted lidl, 
and begun the Converſation, by ſtrietly 
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would willingly forget that I ever knew 
3 bim. Tam ſenſible that I wrong him, in 


; cans Life: &; Ne a8 his Paſſion is quite 
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. | deſtitute of Hope, why ſhould not I ſolli- 


eit you for a Heart to which he has no 
Pretenſions? But, be my Conduct right or 1 


2 — = —— en 
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2 ' | 1 
; * Wnot in Regard to Him; to You,, Madam, wil 
it ſhall ever be moſt honourable. IT comes | | 


Wo offer you my whole Fortune upon ſuch. 
ETerms, as your Virtue need not bluſh at. 
EI an a Widower, and free to marry 
whom I pleaſe: My Eſtate is ſufficient for 


wi 
us both, and I am happy to think it in my 
bet Power, to raiſe you to that Rank which 


you were born to. This, Madam, is the 
only Reparation by which I can attone 
for the Affront I did your Character; 


. nd, if you refuſe, to accept of it, my 
71 Deſpair will be equal to my Lose. 
n The Lady anſwered him wich Bluſhes, 
ly that ſhe was, highly ſenſible of | the Senti- 
7 WY ents he expreſſed for her; that ſhe liked 


his Perſon, and admired bis Underſtand-: 


ll wh A to her Mee ſhe was 
A 2 
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Mt ulrvady; * could fi 
nothing to his Propoſal.. —- Good He. 

ven, cried Polydore, You! are married 
And who then is your Husband? TE 
moſt unworthy of Mankind, anſwer) Wi 
me: One, who has abandoned me to the 
Malice of my Fortune, and does not know 
at this Time What is become of me, 01 
trouble himſelf about it. He is, indeed IC 
unworthyy replied the Lover, Who is hei 
poſſeffed of ſuch a Treaſure, and can neg · 
lect it. But, Madam, employ me in your 
Revenge: Command my Sword to pieret 
ate s Heart, and tear it from his 
more dear to me than the Deſire of Re-. 
venge. All I ask of you is, to ſwear that ee 
iy vou will never be like that Husband; Wl 
bac continue to love me equally when you . 
1 | know me better: Upon this Condition, I 
| Will grant you all the Favours which my 
I Puty will allow 5* add, perhaps, -- yout 
Wo future Conduct may prevail Gann to 
| | throw off all Reſtraint. 


The happy: Fuhdus ſuore orery Thing 


ſhe deſited, and ſhe permitted him to ſt. 
het 


Aa 
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by him of the Treachery of her Friend 
W.: whoſe Houſe ſhe lodged, they agreed 
Wo make their er oi at 5 
WP lace. 7 

They ae ahis n for aue 
ime without any Interruption, till the 
Count 4 Aguilar had Norice of it from his 
WConfidantz who 8 ir in Spite * _ 
Wheir Caution. 

Never was Rage Ade to: his at this 
WDiſcovery. He writ to Palyadore, reproach= * 
Wig him. with his Breach of Friendſhip in 
Wir bitteraſt Terms, arid required him to 
Wucethim with his Sword behind the Walls 
| fa Nunnery that was ſituated about two 
eagubs gut of Bruſſels. Polpdore accepted 
Ie the Challenge, and met him at the, 
F Þce appointed: He attempted to juſtify, 
3 ne but the Count had not the Pati- 
Nee to hear him qut. Phey fought with 
at Fury a gogd while, till the: Fortune 
Wt Pulrdore prevailed, and the Count faint- 
away with the Loſs of Blood from 
oF” vor * Wounds Which he had re- 
ceived. 


. ben be pleaſed ; bur, being informed 
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ceived. The other ſeeing him fall though 
him dead, and hr mores wan dr utmol 
Precipiration. : 

Juſt at that Waben came by a ud 
and Six, which was driving towards the 
Nunnery : A Lady who was in it, ſeeing 
a Gentleman lye weltering in his Blood, 
ſtopped her Coach, and went to try if ſte 
could aſſiſt him. At the Sight of the Fac 
ſhe fetched a Scream, and fell upon the 
Body in a Swoon. ' Her Servants, conclud. 
ing it to be ſome one ſhe was much'con- 
e for, carried them both into the 

unnery, where the Lady ſoon” came to 
herſelf, and the Count alſo begun to ſhen 
Signs of Life, his Spirits being agitatel 
by the Motion. He was immediately put 
to Bed, and a Surgeon ſent for, who de 
elared his Wounds to be dangerous, but 
not mortal. While they continued u- 
certain of his Cure, the Lady who brought 
him into the Nunnery waited 'conſtantly, 
Day and Night, at his Bedſide, and nurſe 
him with a Care that would not yield to 
2 * of Repoſe. As her Face ws 
| - WS; 
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| always covered with a Vell, he took her 
to be one of the Nuns, and was aſtoniſhed 
at a Charity ſo officious. 'W hen he grew 
better, his Curioſity encreaſed, and he 
ardently preſſed her to let him know to 
| whom he owed ſuch great Obligations. 
Are you a Nun, Madam? faid he: I hope 
you are not; for it would afflict me infi- 
nitely, if I was never to ſee you more, 
hes leaving a Houſe where you have 
done me ſo many Favours. The Lady 
for whom you fought, anſwered ſhe, will 
make you ſoon forget the Loſs of me; 
and though I am not a Nun, you will ne- 
ver ſee. me out of the! i of theſe 
Walls. | 

How, Madam! faid he, was you not 
| cut of them, when you found me on the 
| Ground, and ſaved my Life? 
Ves, replied the ; I was returning from 

| 2 Viſit to a Convent in the Town: But I 
will take care not to ſtir from hence while 
you are at Bruſſels, becauſe you are the 
Man in the World I would avoid. 
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134 | 
This Speech ſo ſurprized him, that for 
ſome time he was not able to make her 


ge 
8 Mad: 
treſs 1 
to 4 J 
FS 
at my 
I am 
quain. 


any Anſwer. At laſt he told her, that her 
Actions and her Words entirely diſagreed, 
and that he could not think himſelf ſo 
hateful to her as the ſaid, when he refled. 
ed how kindly ſhe had uſed him. 
Theſe Riddles ſhall be cleared to you, 


anſwered ſhe, when you are perfectly re a 
covered: Till then content yourſelf with ka 
knowing that I cannot hate you, but an LI 1 
as much determined to avoid you, as ifl. We 
could. ma 
Thus ended a Converſation, which lf . 
the Count in a Perplexity not to be d- r 5 
ſeribed. I 
He ſaw her no more for a few Days; ber b 
but when ſhe heard that his Strength v 4 50 
quite returned, ſhe came to him one Morn: Wi She 
ing, and ſpoke thus : Pardo 
If you will know who fhe is that was i E Ki 
affified when your Life was in. Danger, "py 
that nurſed you ſo carefully in your nds; 30 


and is reſolved to quit you for ever when jib 
1 155 art 


„ FI 
427 
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| pe well; ' think of your former Gallantries at 
Madrid, of your preſent Paſſion for a Miſ- 
treſs that deſpiſes you, and your Ingratitude 
t a Wife that always loved you ; think of 
ll this, and yo will not wonder any longer 
at my Actions or my Words. —Fes, Aguilar, 


' ſmart jo all your Follies. 
g Fe ſhe ſaid this, ſhe lifted up her Veil, 
j and ſhewed the aſtoniſhed Count a well 


known Face, which he little expected to 


Nemorſe, Love, Gratitude, invaded his 
in that Moment. He threw himſelf at 
Fer Feet, and with many TION implored 
ber to forgive him. 

She raiſed him, and aſſured him of her. 
pardon, nay, more, of her Affection: But 


many Proofs of your Inconſtancy, to hope that 
my Obligations can engage you Tou will 
M ue ver 


I an that Wife, whoſe Fate it is to be ac 
quainted with all your  Infidelities, and ts 


have ſeen in Flanders. All the Paſhons 
Tat can agitate the Heart of Man, Shame, 


Y Perſon, faid the, I am determined ſhall 
e ever ſeparated from you. ] have had too 


into Handers? 
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never be faithful to me alone, and I diſdain 
to ſhare you with another. It is Happing| 
enough for me that I have been the Inftry. 
ment. of preſerving your Life, though mul 
riſqued it for the Sake of another Woman, 
and all the Return I ask of you is, to think 
of me ſometimes with Kindnefs, 1 never t 
attempt te ſee me more. 

Aguilar was on the Rack to hear he 
talk in ſo reſolute a Stile; but he flattered 
himſelf it was owing: to her Jealouſy d 
Madamoiſelle Dalincourt. Being impatient 
to make her eaſy on that Head, he db 
patched one of his Servants with a Lette! 


to acquaint that Lady with his Recovery 


He begged; her earneſtly to come to hn 
at the Nunnery, and, if poſſible, to bring 
her Lover along with her. Folydore hilf 
abſconded a few Days, till he heard thu 
the Count was out of Danger, after whicl 


he continued very publickly his Addreſſe 


to Dalidcourt. 

While the Meſſenger was ; bringin 
them to the Nunnery, Aguilar demande 
of his Wife, by what Accident ſhe cant 


Yall 
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You know, ſaid ſhe, that after my Diſ- 
corery of your Amour with the Counteſs 
Altamira, I retired to my Mother's Houle, 
and remained there till your Departure for 
the Army. | . 
Soon afterwards, I had the Misfortune 


| to loſe my Mother ; and what particularly 
| aggravated my Grief, was the Knowledge 
| that her Concern at your ill Uſage of me 


had haſtened her Death. 
Theſe Afflictions made Madrid ſo uneaſy 


to me, that I could not bear to ſtay in it 


any longer. Luckily about that Time I 
received a Letter from my Couſin Donna 
Eugenia de Montalegre, a Religious of this 
Houſe, to inform me of her being elected 
Abbeſs. It inſtantly occurred to me, 
that no Place could be more proper for my 


Retreat, than a Monaſtery, of which ſhe 
| was the Head: So, as ſoonas I could ſettle 


my Affairs, I left Spain, and put myſelf in- 
to a Penſion under the Government of 


i 4 5 | 2 
Donna Eugenia; in which manner I have 


lived ever ſince. „ 
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She had ſcarce finiſhed this Account, 
when they were interrupted. by the Arti. 


val of Polydore and Dalincourt. Madan 


a Aguilar changed Colour at the Sight of 
her; but her Husband, embracing; Polygere, 


aſſured him, that he no longer looked upon 


him as a Rival, but was glad to reſign his 
Miſtreſs to a Friend who ſo well deſerved 
her. 'Then he related to him the Manner 


in which his Wife had tended and preſerved : 


him, and expreſſed ſo much Gratitude, ſo 
much Love, that if any thing could have 
ſhaken her Reſolution, this would certain- 


| ly have done it. —Madamoiſelle Dalincount 


ſeemed much affected at this Relation, and 
told the Counteſs, ſhe was infinitely con- 
cerned that ſhe had been the innocent Cauſe 
of her Husband's Danger ; but that {he 
hoped this Accident would be a Means of 
making them happy for the future, and put 


an End to his Infidelities and her Reſent- 


m_ 
My Happineſs too, added ſhe, is now 
at Stake; and I have need of your Friend 
ſhip to ſupport me in a Diſcovery * 


| gout le 
| Ott 71 
| Mom 
| ceive 
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] tremble to begin, but which, in Juſtice 
E to my Honour, I am obliged to delay no 


with Kiſſes: Are you really Emilia, (cried 
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longer. 


At theſe Words ſhe kneeled down, and 
taking hold of Palydorè s Hand; Be hold, 
ſaid ſhe, my dear Husband, in that Palin 


court, Whom you have fworn to love eternally, 
4 behold your Wife Emilia, that Emilia, whom 
jon left a Bride and a Virgin at ſixteen ; whom 
| jou imagined dead, and who will not live a 
| Moment, if Jo refuſe 70 acknowledge and re- 


E ceive her. 


You cannot now complain that I am a 
Wife impoſed upon you ; you choſe me freely 


© out of pure Inclination; our Parents had 
nothing to do in it; Love only engaged us, 
and from Love alone I Acſire to poſſeſs. you. 


This is my Claim, and if you are willing to 


F allow it, I an Wager to the wb of all my 
8 ſhes. 


Polydore gazed on her with a ſilent 


Admiration. He examined every Feature 
over and over, then throwing his Arms 


round her Neck, and almoſt ſtifling her 


he) 
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he) and have I confirmed my former Marriay 
by a new Choice, by a Choice which I new 
will depart from, and which makes me thi 
happieſt of Mens? O my Angel, what Wa. 
ders do you tell me, How is it poſſible that | 
find you here at Bruſſels, when I thonght yu 


in your Grave? Explain all this to me, ani 


let me know how much I wronged you former. 
ly, that I may try to repair it all by my futur 
Conduct. 

Count Aguilar and his Lady joining with 
him in a Deſire to know her H ſtory, ſhe 
mec it as follows. 


The HIS Tor _ of 
POLYDORE and EMIL14. 


OU may remember, Polygore, that a 
ſoon as we were parted, I went to 
live in the Country with my Father, being 
aſhamed to appear in public after the At- 
front your capricious Averſion had put 


upon me. 6 
My | 


. | | . hi 
My Pride was deeply wounded, but with 
Shame I own it, my Love was the Paſſion 
that ſuffered moſt. I was bred up to conſi- 
der you as my Husband; I had learned to 
love you from a Child, and your Perſon 
was fo wonderfully agreeable, that I could 
not look upon you with Indifference: Nay, 
ſuch was my Partiality in your Favour, 
that I could not help admiring you for 
your Spirit in afferting the Freedom of 
your Choice, and juſtified you in my Heart 
for a Proceeding which openly I was obli- 
| ged to diſapprove. In this wretched State 


an 
Ver 
tht 
2 
1 
'0g 


nd 


W untortunate Event of the Civil War de- 
prived my Father of his Eftate, and drove 
him out to ſeek Refuge in a foreign Coun- 
try. We ſettled at Paris, where, with 
three or four thouſand Pounds, which we 
found Means to carry off, Part in Money, 
and the reſt of it in Jewels, we maintained 
ourſelves well enough in a private Way, 
which pleaſed my Melancholy better than 
| any other, In this Retreat, where we ſaw 
no Company, but two or three French Wo- 

| men 
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of Mind I remained ſome Years, till the 
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men that lodged in the Houſe with us,! 
amuſed myſelf with learning the Fred 
Tongue, which I had ſome Knowledge of 
betore I came to France; and by Ipeaking 
nothing elſe for three or four Years, I be. 

came ſo very perfect in it, that it was dif. 
ficult to diſcover by my Accent that [ waz 
not born at Paris. I mention this, becauſe 
it has ſince been of Uſe to me, in making 
me paſs more eaſily upon you for the 
French Woman I perlonated. The third 
Year of our Reſidence at Paris, my Fa. 
ther became acquainted with a Wi idoy- 
Lady, the true Madam Dalincourt, whole 
Name has ſince made me full Amends for 
many Injuries I have to charge her with in 
the Sequel of my Story. This Woman 
was a Native of Brabant, but married a 
French Gentleman, who dying young lett 
her in very narrow Circumſtances. She 


had a Sifter much younger than herlielt, 


but not ſo handſome, who lived with her 
at Paris. 
My Father was at 3 Time near three- 


ſcore, and the Widow turned of torty ; yet 
her 
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Jer Charms were ſtill powerful enough to 
engage him in a Paſſion for her, which 
Bothing but Dotage could excuſe. It went 
o far, that ſhe drew him in to marry her, 
nd to ſettle upon her three thouſand 
Pounds, leaving me no more than the 
Worth of my own Jewels, which ſcarce 
mounted to a thoufand. But her Avarice 
as not ſatisfied with all this. There was 
AE French Nobleman who had long courted 
Ine for a Miſtreſs, and not finding me fo 
complying as he withed, thought the beſt 
Way was to buy me of my Mother-in-law, 
Whom he knew to be capable of ſuch a Bar- 
ain. He offered her a Preſent of two 
Whouſand Crowns to introduce him by 


N Bight to my Apartment. The wicked 
if Creature accepted of his Bribe, and taking 


per Opportunity, when my Father was gone 
ro the Country, brought him late one 
Night into my Chamber, where ſhe imagin- 
d he would find me faſt aſleep. But it hap- 
pened that I and Madamoilelle Du Freſue, 
Fee Siſter of Dalincourt, had been engaged 
In reading a Romance, which kept us up be- 

yond 
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yond our uſual Hour; and as her Rog 
was on the other Side of the Houſe, ny 
to diſturb the Family in paſſing through 
ſhe went to Bed with me. The Romang 
run ſo ſtrongly in my Head that I coul 
not ſleep for thinking of it; and percej 
ing that the Moon ſhone very brightly, ] 
got up, ſlipped on a Night-Gown, a 
went out to take a Walk in a little Ga: 
den that lay contiguous to my - Chamber 
I had not been there above half an Hay 
before I heard Du Freſue call out i 
Help; and coming in to her Aſſiſtand 
ſaw my Lover ſtruggling with her at ſud 
Advantage, that I was almoſt afraid I can 
too late. I joined my Cries to hers, ail 
the Noiſe we made ſo alarmed the Marqui 
that he thought it beſt to retire as ſoon ai 
poſſible; eſpecially when he diſcovered ii 
Miſtake, and that my infamous Mother-iv 
law had put him to Bed to her own ug} 
Siſter inſtead of me. 
But, to be revenged of her for what i 
took to be a Deſign of impoſing upon nia 
he revealed to us the Part ſhe had in J 


1145 
Affair, and bid me tell her, that he did 
not think the Enjoyment of Madamoiſelle 
Du Ereſue worth a quarter of the Money 
he had given her Alter making this 
Confeſſion he went off, and was hardly 
got ſafe out of the Houſe, when two or 
three of our Servants came in to us to know 
what was the Matter. The Story ſoon 
reached my Father's Ears; and I was fo 
| angry at my Step-mother for her Intention 
| 2gainſt my Honour, that, in the Heat of 
| my Paſſion, I told him all that the Marquis 
had revealed” and Du Freſue confirmed it; 
which Imprudence we had both Reaſon to 
repent of. My Father was ſo ſhocked and 
aflicted at it, that it threw him into a Fe- 
ver, which proved mortal. He was no 
| ſooner dead, but his loving Widow turned 

ber Sitter a me out of Doors, and it was 
with great Difficulty that I carried off my 
Money and neceflary Apparel. In this 
| Diſtreſs, which was the greateſt I ever 
knew, Du Freſne propoſed to me to go 
with her to Bruſſels, where the had an old 
Aunt whom the expected ſomething from, 
N and 
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and that would be willing to receive us. 
gladly accepted of her Propoſal, my Spirit 
being too high to return to England in the 
Condition I was reduced to. When we came 
to Bruſſels we found that her Aunt was dead, 
but had left her the beſt Part of what ſle 
had, which amounted to a reaſonable Sub. 
liſtence. We agreed that I ſhould board 
with her under the Name of Madamoiſelle 
Dalincourt, and pretend I was a Relation 
of her former Brother-in-law ; ſhe not 
caring to ſay any thing of the laſt Alliance 
which had been attended with ſuch ill 
Conſequences to us both. Upon this Foot 
I lived with her very quietly, till the Count 
a Aguilar found me out, and by cerrupting 
my mercenary Friend, 3 more fre- 
quent Acceſs to me chan I deſired. 

You remember the Diſorder I was in 
when he brought you firſt to ſee me. 1 
knew you inſtantly; for my Love had 
traced your Image roo ſtrongly in my Mind 
to be effaced by any Length of Time; 
whereas your Indifference quickly made 


you loſe all Memory of me, and the Alte- 
ration 
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when you ſaw me laſt, — t 
ſhould have died with the Surpriſe, and 
| was going, as ſoon as I could ſpeak, to 
diſcover myſelf to you; bur percetving 
chat you did not remember me, I chected 
myſelf, and invented a Pretence to cover 
my Confuſion. Ir ſtruck me, that I might 
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| ration of almoſt fifteen Years, had chan- 


ged my Perſon entirely from What it was 


poſſibly make ſome Advantage of the Diſ- 


| guiſe in which you ſaw me: At leaſt, I was 
| fure of the Satisfaction of converſing with 


you freely, and knowing what had hap- 


| pened to you fince our pa ting. When you 
| came to me again as the Confident of the 

Count # Aguilar, it was no ſmall Revenge 
and Pleaſure to me, to ſee you ignorantly 
helping another Man to debauch your own 
Wife; and I could have found in my Heart 
to have let you ſucceed in your friendly 


Mediation, as a Puniſhment for the Inju- 


ties you had done me: But my Virtue 


ſoon rejected that Temptation, and I 


thought of nothing but how to gain your 
Eſteem. . | 


Ne When 


I thought I 
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When you brought me the baſe Propo. 
fal of Count Aguilar, 1t appeared to my 


ſuch a Mark of your Contempt, that! 


fully reſolved not to ſee you any more 
But when you expreſſed a Repentance of 
that Fault, and declared a reſpectful Pal. 
fion for me, even to the offering me Mar- 
riage, I yielded to the Dictates of my 
Love, and admitted you to all Freedom 
but one. 'That I told you your future 
Conduct might obtain; and J believe, faid 
the bluſhing, you will hardly now have 
the fame Reluctance to accept it as yon 
had formerly. But though I had thus en- 
gaged y ou by your Promiſe, and till more 
by your Inclination, my Happineſs was 
far from being fixed. While the Name of 
Emilia was concealed, I could not tell hoy 
the Knowledge of it might affect you. It 
was ſtill in your Power to make me miſe- 
rable, by being angry with my innocent 
Deceit; but ſince you have been ſo good 
to approve it, and acknowledge me tor 
your Wife, [ ſhall make it my whole 


Study and Ambition to deſerve that Title 
465 © and 
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| and never think of my paſt Misfortunes, 
but to inhance my preſent Happineſs. 
Thus Emilia ended her Narration, and 
received the Compliments of Count Aguilar 
and his Lady, who both expreſſed the 
| higheſt Joy at her good Fortune. 


| Polydore, on his Side, endeavoured to 
I perſuade the Counteſs to follow the Ex- 
© ample of Emilia, and be reconciled to 

her Husband. She anſwered him coldly, 
That the had had too much Experience of 
the Temper of the Count, to truſt to a 
ſudden Fit of Fondneſs, which would wear 
itſelf out in a few Months: That ſhe was 
neither ſo young, nor ſo handſome now, as 
before their Separation; how then could ſhe 
flatter herſelf, that he would like her better 
when ſhe was really leſs amiable? That 
what ſhe had done for him might ſecure 
ber his Eſteem, but ſhe had received abun- 
dant Proof that his Eſteem could but ill 
ſecure his Love. I know, faid the, the 
Weakneſs of my Heart: Were I to live 
with him again, I ſhould be jealous of him, 
I FE N 3 | EVER 
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even though be did not give me Cauſe, profi 
and that would certainly make us both ſudde 
unhappy. It is better for me to leave hin ture, 
to his Pleaſures, and endeavour to ſecure I Men 
my own Tranquility, by retiring from a ¶ derſt 
World which I am unfit for. men 
Polydore finding it in vain to argue with ¶ thou 
her, and admiring the Greatneſs of her pere 
Mind, took his Leave of the Count, and place 
e Bruſſels, where his Marriage N cold: 
with Emilia was conſummated almoſt twenty Sone 
Tears after it was contracted. be t 
ſhou 
S935 2958 eee . $5999 | they 
LETTER XXXI. *s 
SELIM 4% Mirza at Iſpahan. * 

co 
From London 4 
Went Yeſterday with one of my Ac Anf 
quaintance to ſee a Friend of his, who in; 
has a Houſe about twenty Miles fron Wi #5 1 
London. He had formerly been a Citizen all 
and Tradeſinan, but growing rich ont the 
ſudden by ſome lucky Hit in the more . Gar 


profil 


| nb 
profitable Trade of Stock-jobbing, he as 


Ederftand, and built this Houſe as a Speci- 


though it was in the midſt of Winter, We 


be the Burying-place of the Family; but I 
ſhould be glad to ſee the Rooms in which 
they live, for the Chilneſs of theſe Walls 
is inſupportable to a Perſian Conſtitution. 

I ſee, ſaid my Companion, that you 
have ub Tafte, or elſe you could nor be 

| cold in a Saloon fo beautiful as this. 

„Before I had Time to make him any 
WF Anſwer, the Maſter of the. Houle came 
in; but, inftead of carrying us to a Fire, 
nas 1 hoped he would, he walked us about 
en all his vaſt Apartments, then down into 


the Offices under Ground, and laſt into a 


e n where a North-Eaſt Wind, chat 
blew 


ſuddenly ſet up for a Judge in Architec- 
ture, Painting, and all the Arts which 
Men of Quality would be thought to un- 


men of his Learning. When we came in, 
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were carried into a Room without a Fire- 
place; and which loobed, if poſſible, ſtill 

colder than it et. I ſuppoſe, ſaid I, this 
Kone-Jault that we are in, is deligned to 
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bw very keen from off a Heath to which 
it was laid open, finiſhed what the Sale 
had begun, and gave me a Cold, which 
took away my Voice in the very TInftan 
that I was going to complain of what he 
made me ſuffer. At length we ended our 
Obſervations, and fate down to Dinner 
in a Room where, by good Fortune, the 
Rules of Architecture allowed us to ht 
warm: But when the Meat was ſerved, ] 
was in great. Confuſion not to know hon atel 
to ask for any Diſh of all I ſaw before me; iſſthe 
for it ſeems the Gentleman eat in the Why: 
French Way, and nothing came up to bs pre. 
Table in its natural Form. My Uneaſineſs the 
was ftill greater, when, upon taſting of Hort 
five or ſix different Compolitions, I found of 
they were all mixed with the Fleſh of Bhul 
* Hogs, which I could not touch with eh 
out Pollution. = 
After loſing my Dinner in this manner 8 
J was entertained all the Evening with « Ha e 
Converſation between the Gentleman of con 
the Houle and another Man (who, they and 
told me, was an Architect) ſo ſtuffed (the 

hat 
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hard Words and Terms of Art, as 1 
could not underſtand one Part in five of ir. 
FThey talked much of certain Men called 
Virtua, whom, by the near Relation their 
Pritle bore to Virtue, I took at firſt to be 
a Sef of rigid Moralifts + But, upon En- 
Iquiry, I diſcovered that they were a Com- 
pany of Fidlers, Eunuchs, Painters, Build- 
ers, Gardeners 3 and, above all, Gentlemen 
that had Zrave/led into Italy, who immedi- 
ately came home perfect Virtugi, though 
they went out the dulleſt Fellows in the 
World. This Order of Men, which is 
pretty numerous (as I could collect from 
the Diſcourſe of theſe two Adepts) aſſume a 
Wort of Legiſlative Authority over the Body 
ol their Countrymen: They bid one Man 
Ipall down his Houſe, and build another, 


{hich he can neither pay for, nor inhabit 5 


ſecond, and command him to change it for 
a different one more expenſive and lets 
commodious ; they order a third to go 
and languith at an Opera, when he had ra- 

ther be hallooing in a Bear-Garden : It is 
even 


WE 8 6 Aj 
n E : 
1 N TR hs 
F 
V 
„ 5 $I $4.4 304 7 * 
; . 
1 0 155 4,4 7 | , E 
r 
8 9 Ef > 5 


they take a Diſlike to the Furniture of 5 


2 . 
LT - 
n 3 
we 
= - : 
Y 
_ 
1 
„ * 
ifs 
[ ® 
IF 
| 118 \ 
x * 
. 
* 
1 
1 ; 
. 
Is * 
I © 
16 71 
4 
n 
„ 
* 
ne! 
| +1 
| y Wd. 
'N in 
. 
"oe. 1 
mo 
1 1 
i} 
77 Wy \ 
11 
. x 
WU 
I 1 
10 0 
. . 
a Ll 
165 
W. þ 
Fl: x 
1 
4 47 
. 
NI 
N * 
4 
$734 4) 
Tf 
4 Z; 1 
9 . 
1 1 
6 
£534 17 3981 
at +: 288 
\ [SE] 
152/98 7 N 
n 
r 
K + bY 24 
* Par. : 
1 [18/3888 a 
1: +4 
7 494"; 1 5 
Y py - 
, $7 
* 1383 
+ HH 
13 74 
28 3 
8 
e ; 
Ee 1 
3 17-88 
4 1318 
yas. 
. \ : 
"168 
9 
(14 
1 
474 
„e 
„ 
7372 
„ 
n 
1 0 
2-JÞ N 
5 1 
* 33838 
- 
#4 
13% 
"$53 
218k 
"5 
1 I 
. 
1 iT 
1 
1 
1 gy 
{$3 
1417 of 


154 


even feared they will take upon them ty 


decide what Sort of Woman every Ma 
ſhall be in Love with, and preſcribe a pal. 


ticular Colour of Eyes and Hair for thy 


only Object of univerſal Inclination. 
J deſired to be informed whether 2% 


FuriſditFion had been ancient in this King 


dom, having met with no T races of it in 
Hiſtory ? 

No, ſaid he, it is ſo modern, that all th 
Laws of it are changed once in every ſever 
Years; and that which before was the 
only Thing right, becomes at once a Hi 
Crime and MN. demeanor. 

Upon the Whole, it appears to meto 
be a kind of epidemical Madneſs, and I an 
afraid to return to my own Country, fot 
fear I ſhould carry it with me thither, 
thoſe who have been in Italy bring the li. 
fection along with them into Eugland. 


LET 
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LETTER XXXIII. 
SELIM fo MTR ZA at Iſpahan. 


From London. 
HERE is a Lady's Houſe where I 
often paſs my Time, though I have 
ery little Intimacy with her; becauſe it 
really being in a public Place, and ma- 
ing a Viſit to half the Town. The firſt 
ime I went thither I congratulated her 
n the prodigious Number of her Friends, 
Id told her, that ſhe muſt certainly be 
oſſeſſed of moſt extraordinary Perfec- 
ons, to attract ſuch a Variety of People, 
Id pleaſe them all alike. Bur I ſoon 
und, that, in all that Crowd of Vifi- 
nts, there was hardly one who came 
Wither on her Account, but that their 
eaſon for coming was the ſame as hers 
Pr receiving them, becauſe they had no- 
ling elſe to do. 


1 
The 
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The laſt Time I was there I met a Gen. 1 
tleman, whoſe Character I was ſtill; N reſt 
Stranger to, though I was very well cou 

quainted wirh his Face. put 

I want to know (ſaid I to a Lady who Load 
ſate next me) what is the Merit of thy ing. 
Gentleman over-againft us, which recon. 1 
mends him ſo much to all the World? H tent 
ſeems to me that he does nothing, {ar abu: 
nothing, means nothing, and is nothin; {tho 
yet I always ſee in him good Company V 

His Character, ſaid the, may be com tert 
prehended in very few Words Hei of 
good-natured Man. beet 

I am mighty glad to hear it, retum met 
I, for I want ſuch a Man very much -/: 
There is a Friend of mine in great V bis 
ſtreſs, and it lies 1 in his Power to do hu wit! 
Service. be. 

No, faid the, he is of too indolent v 
Temper, to give himſelf the Trouble ever 
ſerving any body. A 

Then what ſignifies his Gon nam Col 
en 1; or, how do 45 know tu Cen 
= has any: - _ 
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During this Dialogue detween us, the 
reſt of the Company had” turned their Diſ- 
E courſe wholly upon Scandal; and few Re- 
| putations were ſpared by them, that were 
god enough | to be thought _— attacks 
ing. 
1 3 Man ſate fi Lads at- 
tentive, and with great Humanity let mou 
abuſe his abſent F riends, 3 as much as her 
thought fit. ; 
When that was over, he begun to en- 
tertain us with his Sorrow for the Death 
of a Noble Perſon, who, he ſaid, had 
been his Patron and Benefactor: But, 
methought, he talked of it mightily at his 
Egſe; and the Lady, who had given me 
his Character, whiſpered me, that, not- 
withſtanding his Obligations and Love to 
ie Deceaſed, he was now making Court 
to his worſt Enemy, as obſequiouſly as he 
ever had to Him. 
At that Inſtant there came in a certain 
Colonel, who, as ſoon as he ſaw my 
Y Geatleman, ran up. to him, and embra- 
ing him very tenderly, my dear Nack, 
laid 
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a0 he, thou walt be drunk with me To 
1 

You khow: 1 non been ill, ſaid the o. 
ther gently, and TO does not agtet 
with me. 

No matter for that, replied the Colonel, 
you mult poſitively be drunk before yo 
fleep; for I am diſappointed of my Com- 
pany, and will not be reduced either ty 
drink by myſelf, or go to bed ſober. 

The good-natured Man could not relif 
ſuch obliging Sollicitations : He kindly 
agreed to the Propoſal, and all the Roon 
expreſſed their Apprehenſions, that hi 
Good-nature would be the Death of hin 

ſome time or other. 
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LET TER XXKIV. 
SELIM to Mizza at. Iſpahan. 5 7 


From London.” 

Had, laſt Night, ſo extraordinary a 
Dream, and it made ſuch an Impreſſion 
[upon my Mind, that I cannot forbear wri- 
ting thee an Account of it. » 
I thought I was tranſported, on a ſud- 
den, to the Palace of 1/pahan. Our migh- 
ty Lord was fitting on a Throne, the 
Splendor of which my Eyes could Rurdly 
bear: At the Foot of it were his Emirs, 
and great Officers, all proſtrate on the 
Ground in Adoration, and expecting their 
Fate from his Commands. Around him 
ſtood a Multitude of his Guards, ready to 
execute any Orders he ſhould give, and 
ttriking Terror into the Hearts of all his 
objects. My Soul was awed with the 
Majeſty of the Scene, and I ſaid to my 
Wt can a King of Eng/and compare him- 
O's ſelf 


\ —”—_ . — — K . * 
10 — > *. hes 34 KR” to. _ e 1 * — 22 — — — 2 ed 
eee Ants — * — — SN Set —— 


* * 9 
DPS" "Cee s _— OOTY Fi l 
* * w _= - EYED by a od - 
4 — — — * Z <= ar pars 
—- n ww — ay 1 | 
* A 9 * a K. NIN * — — — — n 
e TTY hs. n N 2 AS; Wy — 3 a 2 hy OD by by 7 * 9 WW * * = 3 44 mo hey © CET ee * 
err n Js Sad Oe | , . O : rn N r - . , 1 N _ . Wm, a 1 
© 2: , x : — rn F N * * my r - 2 Pon — n — 
2 * err 2 < 2 — PR: © SR > 5 — COT XN IE : IT — # 


-w4 


3. ICS Shs J 
* nee r 
A 


— 


. * 
— Ben. 2 
dn, 2 * 
„rere 1 
— Een At 


160 3 


confined within the narrow Bounds f 


Moment I looked and beheld the Sh 


Palace, and going out into the City, far 


ſelf to this? Can he, whoſe Authority i, 


Law, pretend to an Equality with a Mo. 
narch, whoſe Power has no Limits but his 
Will Wa 

had ſcarce made =" Reflection, when, 
turning my Eyes a ſecond time toward 
the Throne, inſtead of the Sophi, I ſaw a 
Eunuch ſeated there, who ſeemed to go- 
vern more deſpotically than he. The EA 
auch was ſoon changed into a Woman, 
who alſo: took the Tiara and the Sword, 
To her ſucceeded another, and then: 
third: But, before ſhe was well eſtab⸗ 
liſhed in her Seat, the Captain of the 
Guards that ſtood around us marched up 
to the Throne and ſeized upon it. In chat 


lying ſtrangled on the Floor, with bi 
Vizir and three of his Sultanas. Struck 
with Horror at this Spectacle, J left tie 


it abandoned to the Fury of the Soldiers 
who pillaged all its Riches, and cut ti 


Throats of the defenceleſs Inhabitants 
Fron 


9. 161 
From thence T made my Eſcape into the 
Country, which was a waſte uncultivated 
| Deſert, where I found nothing but Idle- 


neſs and Want. 
O, faid I, how much happier is Rug 


| land, and bow much greater are its Kings! 
Their Throne is eſtabliſhed upon Juſtice, 


and therefore cannot be overturned. They 

go. are guarded by the Affections of their Peo- 
E. ple, and have no military Violence to 
nan, fear. They are the moſt to be honoured 
ord, of all Princes, becauſe their Government 
nis beſt framed to make their * rich, 
tab happy, and fafe. 
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LETTER XXXV. 725 
Selin to Mizza at Iſpahan. of 

TRIED: 

ont From Conde, wy 

Had ks Diſcourſe To-day with u nc 
Engliſh Gentleman, who has an Aﬀec. WS ma 
aſe of being thought a great Philoſopher: lig 
His Pretenſions to it confift in nothig up 
elſe but refining away all the Happines i wi 
of his Life. By a great Force of Re- Vi 
ſoning, he is arrived at a total Diſrei of 4 


Bim elf, and as complete an Ingifferente t 
others. I am quite weary of living, {ai 
he to me: I have gone through even 
thing that bears the Name of Pleaſure 
and am abſolutely diſguſted with it al 
J have no Taſte for the common Amule- 
ments of Wine, Women, or Play, be 
cauſe I have experienced the Folly of put 
ſuing them: And as for Buſineſs, it ap 
pears to me to be more ridiculous than at} 


of the three. The Buſtle of the Town 
difſturds 
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diſturbs my Quiet, and in the Country I 
am dying of the Spleen. I believe I ſhall 
go with you into Penſia, only to change 
the Scene a little; and when I am tired 
of being there, take a Dofe of Opium, and 
remove to the other World. 

I hope, Mirza, that Thou and I ſhall 
never know what it is to be /o wiſe ; but 
| make the beſt of thoſe Comforts. and De- 
| lights which Nature has kindly beſtowed 
upon us, and endeavour to diffuſe them as 
wide as poſſible, by the Practice of thoſe 

Virtues from which they flow.— 
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LETTER XXXVI. 
SLIM fo Mirza at Iſpahan. 


From Landon. 


H ERE i is another Gentleman of my 
Acquaintance, who is a Philoſopher, 

but of a Species very different from him 1 
deſeribed to thee in my laſt. a OY 

He is poſſeſſed of a conſiderable Estate, 


as 


which his Friends are as much Maſters of 
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as he: His Children love him out of , 
Principle of Gratitude, by far more endea;. 
ing than that of Duty 3 and his Servant 
conſider him as a Father, whom it would 
be unnatural for them not to ob. 

His Tenants are never hurt by Prou gh 
or Rain, becauſe the Goodneſs of = 
Lord makes Amends tor the | gere of 
the Sky. 

The whole Country boats gay about his | 
Dwelling, and you may trace all his Foot- 
ſteps by his Bounties, 

Is it not ſtrange (I have often heard 
him ſay) that Men ſhould be ſo delicate 
as not to bear a diſagreeable Picture in their 
Houſes, and yet force every Face they ſee 
about them to wear a Cloud of Uneaſineſs 
and Diſcontent ? Is there any Object ſo 
pleaſing to the Eye, as the Sight of a Man 
whom you have obliged, or any Muſic ſo 
agreeable to the Ear, as the Voice of one 
that owns you for his Benefattor. _ 

He has alſo a deep Senſe of Religion; 
which is ſo far from caſting a Gloom over 


his Mind, that it is to 7hat chiefly he owe 
| | his 
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nis conſtant Serenity. Were there noReward 
W (laid he to me in our laft Converſation) tor 
Virtue after this Life, a wiſe Man would 
practiſe it for its own Beauty and Reaſon- 
| ableneſs Here Vet the wiſeſt Man in that 
| Caſe might be unhappy from the Perverſi- 
ty of Accidents; but he who adds to the 
| Pleaſures of Virtue, the Hopes of Religion, 
has no Excule for linking · under any Miſ- 
fortune; and Without the Extravagance 
| of philoſophical Pride may always find a 
Reſource in his Mind as much ſuperior to 
all human Events, as the infinite Extent 
Jof Eternity is beyond the ſhort Bounds of 


cate 
heir human Duration. 
ſee Such are the Notions * this Man con- 


cerning Happineſs ; and it is probable they 
are not very wrong, for he himſelf is never 
out of Humour, nor is it poſſible to be ſo 
in his Company. 


LE T- 
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LETTER XXXVII. 
SST TN 70 MRZ A at Hpahan, 


From Lon dil. 


j Went laſt Ni ght wich my Friend to fe 
a Lady, whoſe Houſe is the favourite 
Reſort of the moſt agreeable,People of iſ 
both Sexes. The Lady herſeif receiv 
me with a good Breeding, which I found 
was the Reſult of good Senſe : She treat. 
ech me as u Stranger that came 10 ſee, not 
like a Monſter that came to be ſeen; and 
ſeemed more deſirous to appear in a good 
Light herſelf to me, though a Peyſa, 
than to ſet me in a ridiculous one to her 
Company. The Converſation turned upon 
various Subjects, in all which the bore 1 
conſiderable, but not a petulant or over. 
bearing Part; and with Modeſty ſhewel 
herſelf a Miſtreſs of moſt of the living 
Languages, and not unacquainted With 
ancient and modern Aury. - 

The 


The reſt of the thy had their due 
chare of the Converſation, which was car- 
Cried on with Spirit and good Manners. 
one Gentleman in particular diſtinguiſhed 
nimſelf by the Superiority of his Wit, ac- 
companied with ſo much Delicacy an Po- 
Iliteneſs, that none who heard him felt 
[themſelves hurt by that Pre- eminence, 
vhich he alone ſeemed not to be conſeious 
of 5 | es 
His Wit was all founded on good Senſe; 
Wit was Wit which a Per/an could compre- 
Whend as eaſily as an Eugliſpman; whereas 
moſt that I have met with from other 
Plen, who are ambitious of being admire 
for that Accompliſhment, is confined not 
only to the Taſte of their own Country- 
Wnen, but to that of their own peculiar Set 
bf Friends. When this Gentleman had 
entertained us for an Hour or two, with 
Die juſteſt, as well as livelieſt Remarks, 
och on Perſons and Things, that I ever 
Feard, he went away; and to comfort us 


eat good Nature, whom T deſcribed to 
ee in one of my former Letters. 
This 
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r loling him, there came in the Man of” 
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Edge of his Wit is turned on thoſe who 
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This courteous Perſorz hearing all of u 
very warm in Praiſe of the other's Wi 
| Joined i in with us, but ended his Pine. 
gyric, with à plain, though indirect In 
ſinuation, that there was a ſatirical Tun 
in it, which rendered it very dangers 
and chat the Gentleman could not poſſibly 
be ſo witty, but at the Expence of bl 
good Nature. 

I could not help being quite angry at ſo 
impertinent and ill- grounded a Reflection, 
en a Man for whom I had conceived 
great Eſteem, and defired to know why 
he ſuppoſed him to be LV natured, only be- 
cauſe he was not dull. Has he abuſech 
faid I, any worthy Man? Has he defamed 
any Woman of good Character? If all the 


are | juſtly the Objects of Ridicule, hi 
Wit is as great a Benefit to private Lit 
as the Sword of the Meinte is to ti 


Public: 
My Gentleman fearing to be drawn in- 


to a Diſpute, which he could not carry 0! 


W t11 


| Go 


without expoſing, the ſecret Envy of u p. 
Hen «1 
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Het, changed the Diſcourſe : :-And for 


ff us 
Wit, che reſt of his Stay among us, which was 
"ance WW not very long, kept a moſt ſtri& Silence, 
* I. and gave no other Indications of Life, | 
m i but that of laughing whenever any body i 
oe, laughed; and Nods and Geſtures of Ap- [| 
Jibly probation t to whoever ſpoke. | 
Ff his The Moment he was gone, I told my it 
Friend, that IT did not much wonder to i 
at ſo Wi {ee that Gentleman in mixed Company, $ 
tion, where it was enough that he gave. no Of- I 
ved a BW fence ; but that, in a ſelect Society as this | 
wiy vas, he ſhouted be received only from a 14 
be. general Notion of his Good nature, which 1 
uſed, was ſupported by no one Action of his i 
15 Life, ſeemed to me entirely unaccount- li 
the Hal 


| able: For, even allowing his Pretenſions 14008 
wio to that Title, I was ſurprized that ſuch a ſi} 
Character ſhould be fo ſcarce, as to make hel 
it ſo very valuable. | al 
I can eaſily conceive, continued 1 0 
the notorious Reverſe of that Virtue would 
be a good Reaſon to turn a Man out of 
| Company; but I cannot think, that the 
| tolleſion of that Virtue, deſtitute of all 
otters, i is a Reaſon for letting him into it. : 
P - I 
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fair Sex. They ſneak into good Company 


at laſt they acquire a ſort of Right by Sij- 
ferance. 'They preſerve their Character, 


ftinguiſhing Judgment. They are all 


their Paſſions are too low and dull to 
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If you will keep my * replied my 

F riend, I will tell you the whole Truth, 
but if you diſcover me, I ſhall paſs for 
Fed myſelf. You muſt know then, 
that there are about this Town ten thou- 
ſand ſuch Fellows as this, who, withoutz 
Grain of Senſe or Merit, make their Way 
by reciprocally complimenting one another, 
Their Numbers make them formidable, 
eſpecially ſupported as they are, by the 


like Dogs after ſome Man of Senſe, whon 
they ſeem to belong to; where they nei. 
ther bark nor bite, but cringe and fawn; 
So that neither good Manners nor Hum. 
nity will allow one to kick them out, till 


by having no Will of their own, which 
in Reality is owing to their having no di- 


poſſeſſed of ſome Degree of Cunning, and 


break in upon it, or hurry them into the 
Indiſcretions of Men of Parts. Belides, 


they know that they are in a conſant 
State 


* 
- #78 
» ? 
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State of Probiin; where the leaſt 52 5 
greſſion damns them: They carry no 
Compenſation about them; ; for active 
Faults will not be borne, where there are 
at beſt but negative Virtues. The ſmall 
Number of People of Senſe are forced to 
ſubmit in this, as in many other ſilly Cuſ- 
toms, to a tyrannical Majority, and la- 
viſh undeſervedly the valuable Character 
of Good - nature, to avoid being as unjuſt- 
i branded with that of IIl-nature them- 
ſelves. | 
ne Might not another Reaſon be given for 
"WW it? anſwered I. Are not Vanity and Self- 
11 Love the great Cauſes of not only the To- 
1 leration, but the Privileges theſe People 
te enjoy ? And does not Security from Cen- 
r ſure, Certainty of Applauſe, or the Diſ- 
f corery of an eminent Superiority, prevail 
, vich choſe of the beſt Parts to really like 


I what they only pretend to ſuffer, the 
* Converſation of thoſe of the worſt? 

Very poſlibly, replied my Friend; at 
5 leaſt the Vanity of the wiſeſt is certainly 
tant the Comfort of the weakeft, and ſeems to 


rate be given as an Allay to ſaperior Under- 
P 2 ſtandings, 
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ſtandings, like Cares to ſuperior Stations 
to preſerve a certain Degree of Equality 
that Providence intended among Man- 
kind. 


0999 SISSITT 5999909009 
LETTER XXXVII. 
Sei 70 Mirza at Iſpahan. 


From Londen, 


Had Yeſterday the Pleaſure of a Spec 
tacle, than which nothing is more 
{ſtriking to a Foreigner, becauſe he can haye 
a right Idea of it no where elſe : I ſaw the 
three Eftates of the Kingdom aſſembled in 
Parliament. The King was on his Throne 
in all his Majeſty ; around him fate the 
Peers in their different Robes ; at the Bat 
ſtood the Speaker of the Commons, attended 
by the Houſe. Accuſtomed as I am to the 
tublime Court of our Great Emperor, | 
beheld this Scene with much more Reve- 
rence ; but it was Reverence mixed wit 
Love. Now, and never till now, did! 


lee a true Image of Civil Government, tit 
Support 
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Support and Perfection of human Society. 
A Tyrant's Court is no more worthy to 
be compared with this Aſſembly, than a 
Lion's Den with a Temple. Here ſuch 
Laws, as, after mature and free Delibera- 
| tion, have obtained the Concurrence of 
the Nobles and Commons, receive the Royal 
ment; nor can any bind the People which 
have not the Authority of that Triple 
S $:17i071. A Gentleman who came with 
me made me obferve, that when the Com- 
mons ſent up the Subſidies granted to the 
King, he thanked them for them, as an 
Acknowledgment, that he had no Power 
to raiſe them without their Conſent : An- 
| ciently, added he, Supplies of Money, 
and Redreſs of Grievances went together; 
but ſuch is the preſent Happineſs of our 
Condition, that we have more Money than 
| ever to beſtow, and 0 Grievances at all to 
be redreffed. | 
I have heard, faid I, that when theſe 
Gifts are moſt liberal, they have a natural 
Tendency, like plentiful Exhalations drawn 
from the Earth, to fall again upon the 
Place from whence they came. 
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He was going to anſwer me, when the 
Houſe roſe, and put an End to my En. 
quiries. 


eee 
| LETTER XXXIS. 


SELIM 70 Mirza at Iſpahan. 


From London. 

HIS "WA I received a Viſit from 
the Gentleman under whoſe Condud 
J had been at the Houſe of Lords. After 
ſome general Diſcourſe upon that Subject, 
he asked me what I thought of their Nobi-f 
lity ? 
I am too great a Stranger, anſwered 
to have formed a right Opinion of what 
they are; bur, if you pleaſe, I will tel 
you freely what I think they thould be. 
An Engliþ Nobleman ſhould be a {ire 
nuous Aſſertor of the Privileges of tit 
People, becauſe he is perpetually intruſte 
with the Care of them ; and, at the fame 
time, deſirous to preſerve the juſt Right 
of the Crown, becauſe it is the Source iro 
which his Honour is derived. 


He 


| the 


En- 


* 


lon, 
from 


dug 
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ject, 
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1 ay 
He ſhould have an Eftate chat might ſer 


| him above Dependance, and employ the 


Superfluities, it ſuch there were, not in 


improving Luxury, bur extending Charity. 


He ſhould make his Dignity eaſy to his 
Inferiors, by the Modeſty and Simplicity 
of his Behaviour ; nor ever think himſelf 


too great for the loweſt Offices of Friend- 
| ſhip and Humanity. 


He ſhould claim no Provide that might 
exempt him from the ſtricteſt Rules of 


| Juſtice ; and afford his Protection not to 
| Men obnoxious to the Law, but to every 


E modeſt Virtue and uſeful Art. 


The Character you have drawn, replied 


| my Friend, though it be Rare, yet is not 
Inaginary Some there are to whom ſtill 
it may belong; and it eminently exiſts in - 
| young Nobleman, Grandſon and Heir to 
a late illuſtrious Commander, whoſe Name 


even in Perſia is not unknown. 
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SELIM 70 MTRZA of Iſpahan. 


From London, 


HE Engl are bleſt with ſome Pri. 


vileges which no other Nation now 
in the World enjoys in ſo high a Degree. 
One is, that they cannot be long deprived 
of their Liberty upon Suſpicion of any 
Crime, not even of Treaſon itſelf, with 
out being brought to a Tryal: Another is, 
that they cannot be torture either to force 
a Confeſſion of What is laid to their 
Charge, or a Diſcovery of their Accom- 
plices. It is a wonderful Thing that even 
in many free States theſe two eflential 
Rights of human Nature have not been 
ſecured : For can any Thing be more re- 
pugnant to natural Juſtice than to puniſh 
without Proof of a Crime, or is there 
greater Puniſhment than long Impriſon- 
ment, and the Infliction of violent Pain, 


either of which is worſe than Death to an | 


innocent 


innoce 


the E. 


Laws. 
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innocent Man? From both theſe Evils 
the Engliſh are guarded by their excellent 
Laws, which have alſo provided that none 
| ſhall undergo the Vexation and Shame of 

a Tryal in a criminal Cauſe without the 
Caen of Twelve of their Countrymen, 
who are called the Grand Fury; nor can 
Sentence be paſt upon them but by the una- 
nimous Voice of Twelve more of their 
Equals, with as ſtrong Proviſions (in Try- 
als for Treaſon eſpecially) againſt any 
Influence of Fear or Corruption, as human 
Laws are able to frame. To theſe glorious 
Privileges is added the Right of being 
taxed by none but their Repreſentatives, 
of adyiling the King in a parliamentary 
Manner upon all Matters of Government, 
of enquiring into the Conduct of Miniſters, 
of arraigning the Guilty, and taking them 
out of the Shelter of the Throne, Liber- 
ty of Speech 1 in Parliament, and Liberty 
of writing and publiſhing with all decent 


4 Freedom what every Man thinks upon 


public Affairs. When I conſider all theſe 
Advantages, and reflect on the State I am 
in when in my own Country, expoſed upon 

the 
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the lighteſt Suſpiclon to be ſhut up in; 
Prifon, to be tortured there, and, if ever 


brought out from thence, to be cried by ; 


partial Judge, poſſibly by my Accuſz 
himſelf, to have my Ettate taken from me 
at the Emperor's Pleaſure, having 10 
Means of Redreſs againſt him, or his M. 
niſters, and deprived of the Power even to 
complain; when I reflect on all this, 
cannot but look upon the. lowelt Subjett 


of England with Envy, and with Reſpedt, 


as I ſhould on a Being of an Order ſupe- 
rior to mine. But on the other Hand, 
were there an Engll joman wicked and 


fooliſh enough to give up the leaſt of theſe 


Rights for any 'Temptatien of Fortune or 
Power, I ſhould look down upon him, 
however exalted by Titles or Wealth, 


with more Contempt than upon the lowel 


Slave in my Seraglio For if unwillig 
Slavery be the worſt of Misfortunes, . 
luntary Servitude is the baſeſt of Crimes. 
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S ELIN to Mixza at Iſpahan. 


From London, 
BO UT a Fortnight ago I went in 
Company with one of my Acquain- 
tance, to ſee a Place in this City, called 
the Exchange, which is the general Ren- 
dezvous of all the Merchants, not only of 


England, but the whole trading World. 1 


never yet came into an Aſſembly with ſo 
much Reſpe& as into this. Theſe, ſaid I, 
o my Friend, are the moſt gſeful, and 
therefore the moſt honourable of Mankind. 
They are met here to carry on the com- 
mon Happineſs ; their Gains are the Aa- 
vantage of the Public ; and their Labour 
makes the Eaſe of human Life. 

bad ſcarce ſpoke theſe Words, when 
he carried me out into a neighbouring Alley, 


ere I alſo ſaw ſome buſy Faces, but 
which looked, methought, very different 


tom the where Theſe, ſaid he, are a 
bort of Traders, whoſe whole Buſineſs is 
4 confined 
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confined within the Compaſs of this Alley, 
where they create a kind of Ebb and Floy, 


which they know how to turn to good 
but which is deſtructive to al 
Nay, they have 


Account; 
Trade, except their own. 
ſometimes raiſed ſuch violent Tempeſts her, 


that half the Wealth of the Nation fi 


been ſunk by it 
They are chen a ſort of Magicians, an. 
ſwered J. 
A moſt iabolical One truly, replied he; 
and what is moſt wonderful, he Maſe 
of the Art have the Secret to render them- 
ſelves inuiſible. Though they are always 
virtually preſent here, they never appear to 
vulgar Eyes: 


tions, the Skilful in this Traffic ſteer their 
Courſe, and regulate their Ventures. 
While he was ſaying this to me, there 


came up to us. an ill-looked Fellow, ail 


asked if we had any Sock to ſell. 
My Friend whiſpered me in the Ea, 
that this was an Imp.—I ftarted ; calle 


on Mahomet to protect me, and made tit 


beſt of my Way out of the Alley. 
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frequently diſcovered, and by their Mo- 
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— then 
LETT. SIE 


_ SELTME to MRZA at Upon" 


From Londen. 


HAT Abdallah, whom I mentioned 
in a former Letter, is gone from 
Enzland ; thou wilt be affected with the 
Virtue of the Man, when J tell thee the 
Cauſe of his Departure. He ſent laſt 
Week to defire I would come to him; I 
came, and found him oppreſſed” with the 


cdeepeſt Sorrow. Ah, Selim, ſaid he to me, 
I muſt leave thee; I muſt go and diſcharge 


my Duty to the beſt of Fathers: I mutt 
give my All for him to whom I owe it. 
At theſe Words he put a Letter into my 
| Hand, which he had juſt received the Day 
before; : I found by it, that his Father, 
who was a Merchant, in a Voyage from 
| Grand Cairo to Aleppo, was taken by a Crui- 
er of the Iſle of Malta, and being unable 


himſelf to pay his Rain bad writ to his 


182 
Son to do it for him. Thou knoweſt, ſaid 
he to me, that I am not rich: To raiſe the 
Sum demanded for my Father's Liberty, 
I muſt fell all my Effects, and leave my. 
ſelf without the Means of a Subfiſtance, 
except what my Labour can procure me. 
But my own Diſtreſs is not what concerns 
me moſt: The Fear of Poverty cannot 
tright me from my Duty; I only grieve 
for the Fate of my poor Wife, whom the 
Ruin of my Fortune will expoſe to Indi- 
gence and Shame. It is for her Sake that 
I have ſent for you; and I conjure you by 
all our Friendſhip, by the Prophet and 
the God whom we adore, not to refuſe 
me the firſt Favour I ever asked. When 
he had ſaid this, he opened the Door of 
another Room, where I ſaw a beautitul 
Woman in the Turkiſh Habit, who, with 
a Modeſty peculiar to our Eaſtern Ladies, 
endeavoured to conceal herſelf from my 
Regards. Come hither, Zelis, ſaid my 
Friend, and ſee the Man whom I have 
choſen to protect you: See him who mult 
ſhortly be your Husband in the Room of 
the unfortunate Abdallab. Then turning 
N to 
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to me, and weeping TROP} this, cried 
he, O Selim, is the Grace for which I am 
a Suppliant: Permit me to give her to a 
Man, who I know will uſe her well; I 
am reſolved to divorce her this very In- 
| ſtant, according to the Power allowed me 

by our Law, if you will conſent to take 
her tor your Wife; nor could the So 
himſelf make you a Preſent of greater 
Value. If the Charms of her Perſon are 
not ſufficient to recommend her to you, 
know that her Mind is ftill fairer and 
more accompliſhed. I brought her with 
me into England three Years ago, in all 
hich Time, ſhe has hardly ftirred out of 
Iouſe, nor defired any Company but 
mine. Ir is impoſſible to be happier with 
a Wife, than I have been with her: No- 
thing ſhould ever have prevailed on me to 
part with her, but the Deſire to ſeperate 
her from my Misfortunes, and to procure 
her a Maintenance agreable to her Birth 
and Merit, which I am no longer able to 
provide "hy her myſelf. 
= He had ſcarce ended, when the Lady 
: RIG her . and beating the whiteſt 
= | "= | Breaſt 
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Breaſt J ever ſaw, Silla? him not to 
think of a Separation, more painful to her 
than 'any Miſery that Poverty could re- 
duce her to. 

After many pilfficars Expreſſions of her 


Love, ſhe declared, that ſhe would ac- 


company him to Malta, and beg her Bread 
with him afterwards, if it was neceſſary, 
rather than ſtay behind in the moſt affluent 
Condition. But he poſitively refuſed to 
let her go, and inſiſted upon giving her to 


me, as the only Expedient to make him 


eaſy. To carry her with me, ſaid he, 
would be expoſing her to ſuch Dangers and 
Wants, as I cannot endure eyen to think 


of. Bur leſs can I bear the Thought of 


leaving her here, in a Nation of Infidels, 
among Women who have given up Modeſty, 
and Men who profeſs to make War upon it 
where-ever it is to be found. Your Houſe 
is the only Aſylum to which her Virtue 
can ſafely retire. As your Wife, ſhe will 
be protected from any Inſult, even in this 
Land of Licentiouſneſs. 
of Abdallah, Zelis replied with many Ar- 


guments, bur with more Tears. I conti- 
| | nued 
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| nued ſome time a ſilent Witneſs of this ex- 

traordinary Diſpute ; but ar laſt, ſeeing. 
| him derermined to divorce her, I told him, 
I would accept her as a Treaſure commit- 
ted to my Hands, not for my own Uſe, 
but to ſecure it for my Friend: That ſhe 
| ſhould remain with me under the Charac- 
ter of my Wife, but I would always be a 
Stranger to her Bed; and if at his Return 
he found himlielf in Circumſtances ſuffici- 
ent to maintain her, I would reſtore her 
back again to him untouched ; or in caſe 
they thould mutually deſire ft, carry her 
with me to my Seraglio in the Eaff, They 
| were both much comforted with this Aſſu- 
rance, and Zelis conſented to ftay with 
| me, ſince Abdallah commanded it. The 
| poor Man embarked for Malta the follow- 
ing Week, with his whole Fortune on 
| Board for his Father's Ranſom, and left 
me ſo touched with his filial Piety, that I 
made an Offer to pay part of it my ſelf; 
but he told me I had done enough for him, 
| in taking Care of what was deareſt to him 
| upon Earth, and refuſed any further Suc- 
cour trom me. 

N.B. This Story is reſumed Letter 38. 
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LETTER XLII. 
 SELIM 60 Mizza at Iſpahan. 


From London, 


J Lately fell into Diſcourſe with an Ext. 
liſhman, who has well examined th 
Conſtiturion of his Country : I begged 
him to tell me what he thought of the pre. 
ſent State of it. Two principal Evils 
anſwered he, are making way for arbitr 
ry Power, if the Court ſhould ever be in- 
clined to take Advantage of them, the 
Abuſe of our Wealth, and the Abuſe of 
our Eloquence. The laſt is, if poſſible, 
more miſchievous than the firſt; for it ſe- 
duces thoſe whom Money could not cor. 
rupt. It is the moft pernicious of all our 
Retinements, and the moſt ro be dreaded 
in a free Country. To mo Truth is the 
Privilege of a Freeman ; to do it roundly 
and plainly 1s his Glory. Thus it was that 
the antient Romans debated every Thing 
that concerned the Common- wealth, ati 


Time 


q |: Yet 7 * 
n 
J 
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Time when they beſt knew how to govern, 
| before Greece had infected them with Rhe- 


toric: As nothing was propounded to them 


with Diſguiſe, they eaſily judged what 
was moſt for their Honour and Intereſt. But 
| the Thing called Eloquence here is of ano- 
ther Kind. It is leſs the Talent of en- 
forcing Truth, than of impoſing Falſhood; 
it does not depend on a true Knowledge 
of the Matter in Debate, for generally it 
aims at nothing more than a ſpecious Ap- 
| pearance: Nor is Wiſdom a neceſſary Qua- 
lity in the Compoſition of an Orator; he 
can do without it very well, provided he 


has he happy Facility of diſcourſing 
ſmoòthly, and aſſerting boldly. I own to 


thee, Mirza, this Account ſurprized me; 
we have no Knowledge i in the Eaſt of ſuch 


an Eloquence as this Man deſcribed: Ir is 


our Cuitom to ſpeak naturally and perti- 
nently, without ever imagining that there 
was an Art in it, or that it was poſſible to 
talk finely upon a Subject which we do 
not underſtand. 

Pray, Sir, faid I, when theſe Orators you 


tell me of have been caught two or three 
times 
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times in 4 Lie, do not you treat them with 
the utmoſt Contempt? Quite the contrary, 


anſwered he, the whole Merit and Pride 


ol their Profeſſion i is to deceive © They are 
to lay falſe Colours upon every thing, and 
the greater the Impoſition is, the greater 
their Reputation: The Orator who can 
only perſuade us to act againit ſome of our 
leſſer Intereſts, is but a Genius of the ſecond 
Rate; but he who can compel us by his 
Eloquence to violate the moſt ettential, is 


an able Man indeed, and will certainly 1% | 
very high. I ſuppoſe it may be your Uul-. 


tom in Perſia to beſtow Employments on 


ſuch Perſons as have particularly qualified 


themſelves for them: You put the Care 
of the Army and che Marine into the 
Hands of Soldiers an men; you make 


one Man Secretary of State, becauſe he his 
been bred in foreign Courts, and under- 
ſtands the Intereſts of your neighbouring 
Princes; to another you truſt the Reve- 


nue, becauſe he is skilſul in Oeconomy, 


and has proved himſelf above the Tempta- 
tion of embezzelling what paſſes through 


his — Ves, — I, this is ſurely 
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the right Method, and I conclude it muſt 
be yours. No, ſaid he, we are above thoſe 
W vulgar Prejudices ; ſuch Qualifications are 
not requiſite among us: To be fit for any, 
Lor all of theſe Poſts, one muſt be a good 
| Speaker in Parliament. How! ſaid I, be- 
cauſe I make a fine Harangue upon a Treaty 
of Peace, am I therefore fit to ſuperin- 
tend an Army? We think fo, anſwered 
he: And if I can plauſibly defend a Mt- 
niſter of State from a reaſonable Charge 
brought againſt him, have I thereby a 
Title to be taken into the Adminiſtration ? 
Beyond Diſpute, in this Country, anſwered 
he. Why then, by Mabomet, ſaid I, your 
| Government may well be ſick: What a 
diſtempered Body muſt that be, whoſe 
Members are ſo monſtrouſly out of Joint, 
that there is no one Part in its proper 
Place! If my Tongue ſhould undertake 
to do the Office of my Head and Arms, the 
| Abſurdity and the Impotency would be 

juſt the ſame, 
Vet thus, ſaid he, we go on, lamely 
enough, I muſt confeſs, but ſtill admiring 
our 
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our own wiſe Policy, and be at the 

reſt of the World. Good 

Vou may laugh, replied I, as you thin Men, 

fit; bur if the Sultan, my Matter, had WE and el 
among his Conaletiors ſuch an Orator ung W. 
you deſcribe, a Fellow that would prate MCerrup 
away Truth, Equity and common Senſe; Wi will fi 
by the Tomb of our holy Prophet, 1 Iried E 
would make a Mute of him, and ſet hin moſt a 
to watch over the W inſtead of tie public 
State. not fee 


At theſe Words, I was obliged to take the ve; 


my Leave, and our Diſcourſe was broke of * e 
till another Meeting. ſlr be o 
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LETTER: WIV. 
SELIM fo Mirza at 8 


From Tondo 


J HE next Day I faw my Friend again 
and he reſumed the Subject of Ele- 


quence. Vou cannot imagine, ſaid he ; Reaſor 
me, of what fatal Conſequence this Art d get 
haranguing has been to all free States: 4 hat yc 
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Good Laws have been eſtabliſhed by 5 
Men, who were far from being eloquent; 
and eloquent Men, who were far from be- 
ing wiſe, have every where deſtroyed or 
corrupted them. Look into Hiſtory, you 
will find, that the ſame Period which car- 
ried Eloquence to its Perfection, was al- 
moſt always mortal to Liberty. The Re- 
publics of Greece, and that of Rome, did 
not fee their moſt celebrated Orators, till 
the very Moment that their Conſtitutions 
Were overturned. And how, indeed, ſhould 
Sit be otherwiſe? When once it becomes a 
Faſhion to advance Men to Dignity and 
Power, not for the good Councils that 
they give, but for an agreable Manner of 
recommending bad Ones; it is impoſſible 
that a Government ſo adminiſtered can long 
Wubſiſt. Is any Thing complained of as 
Wani(s ? Inſtead of Redreſs, they give you 
In Oration : Have you propoſed a good 


* tO 


Ba. receive an Oration. Has your natural 
Reaſon determined you upon any Point? 
ub gets an Orator, and ſo confounds you, 
r you are no longer able to reden at 
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to ſooth or inflame; 5 chat is, in propel 


all : Is any right Meaſure to be obſtrudteq, 
or wrong one to be advanced? There i 
an Orator always ready, and it is mot 
charmingly pertormed to the Delight of 
all the Hearers. 
I do not know, ſaid I, * Pleaſure You 
may find in being deceived ; but I dar 
be y, ſhould theſe Gentlemen andertake to 
inſtru& a Merchant in his Buſineſs, or 
Farmer in his Work, without underſtanding 
either Trade or Husbandry, they would 
only be laughed at for their Pains ; and yet 
when they attempt to perſuade a Nation 
to commit a thouſand ſenſeleſs Faults, they 
are liſtened to with great Attention, and 
come off with Abundance of Applauſe. But 
for my Part, I think they deſerve nothing 
but Hatred and Contempt, for daring to 
play with ſuch ſacred Things as Truth, 
Juſtice, and public Good, in ſo wanton and 
diſſolute a Manner. 
Moſt certainly, anſwered he, they are 
very dangerous to all Society; for wait 
is it that they profeſs ? Do not they make 
it their Boaſt, that they have the Powe! 


Terms, 
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n to make us partial, or to make us 
mad? Are either of theſe Tempers of the 
Mind agreable to the Duty of a Judge, or 
of a Counſellor of State? I maintain, that 
it would be juſt as proper for us to decide 
| a Queſtion of Right or Wrong, after a 
Debauch of Wine, or a Doſe of Opium, 


gree we often are, by the Addrels of one 
| of theſe skilful Speakers. 
Wiſely was it done by the Fenerians, to 
| baniſh a Member of their Senate (as I have 
read they did) only becauſe they thought 
| he had too much Eloquence, and gained 
too great an Aſcendant in their C ouncils 
by that bewitching Talent. Without ſuch 
| a Caution there is no Safety; for we are 
led, when we fancy that we act moſt free- 
ly, and the Man who can maſter our At- 
fections, will have but little Trouble with 
our Reaſon— But, to ſhew you the Power 
of Oratory, in its ſtrongeſt Light, let us 
lee what it does with Religion : In itſelf 
it is ſimple and beneficent, full of Cha- 
| ity and Humility ; and yet, let an elo- 
| Quent jeſuit get up into a Pulpit, what 
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monſtrous Syſtems will he draw Gut of it 
W hat Pride, what T'yranny will he make 
it authorize! How much Rancour and 
Malignity will he graft upon it ! If then 
the Laws of God may be thus corrupted 
by the Taint of Eloquence, do we wonder 


that the Laws of Men cannot-eſcape ? No, 
ſaid I, no Miſchiefs are to be wondered 


at, where the Reaſon of Mankind is ſo 
abuſed. | 
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LETTER ALY. 
SELIM 70 Mixza at Iſpahan. 


From London. 


H E Converſation I repeated to thee 
in my laſt Letter was heard by a 
Gentleman that fat near us, who, I have 


been told, has found his Account ſo much 


in Eloquence, as. to be intereſted in the 
Defence of it: Accordingly, he atracked 
my Friend, and told him, he was afraid 
he had forgot his Hiſtory, or he would 


have recolle&ted, that Demofthenes and 
Cicero, 


Cice 
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Cicero, the two greateſt Orators that ever 
were, employed their Rhetoric in the 
Service of their Country. I might, per- 
haps, anſwered he, make ſome Objections 
to the Integrity of both; bur, allowing 
what you ſay, it amounts to no more than 
| this, that Eloquence may be of Service to 
Mankind in the Poſſeſſion of very, good 

Men; and ſo may arbitrary Power, of the 
greateſt Service: But yet we ſay in Eng- 
land, that it is wiſer not to truſt to it; 
becauſe, as it is generally managed, it be- 
comes a moſt grievous Oppreſſion. And, I 
am ſure, I can ſhew you in Hiſtory as 
many Orators that have abuſed their Elo. 
quence, as Kings that have abuſed their 
Authority: For, beſides the Wickedneſs 
common to human Nature, the Vanity of 
making a bad Cauſe appear a good one, is 
in itſelf a dangerous Temptation. When 
a Man ſees he is able to impoſe upon the 
Judgments of Others, he muſt be a very 
honeſt, and very modeſt one indeed, if he 
never does it wrongfully. Alas, Sir, re- 


turned his. Antagoniſt, the Generality of 


Men are too weak to bear Truth! They 
2 muſt 
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muſt be cheated into Happineſs. I am 


ſure they are often cheated out of it, replied 
my Friend: Nor can I wholly agree to 
your Propofition in the Senſe you under. 
ſtand it. Ir may be neceffary for the Go. 
vernment of Mankind, not to tell them 
the e Truth: Something may be pro- 
per to be hid behind the Veil of Policy; 
but it is ſeldom neceſſary to tell them 
Lies. 

Theſe picus Frauds are the Inventions of 
very impious Men; they are the Tricks of 
thoſe who make the public Good a Pretence 
for ſerving their private Vices. Let us 
conlider how Mankind was governed in 
thoſe Ages and States, where they are 
known to have been the Happieſt. How 
was it in Athens, while the Laws of Son 
preſerved their Force? Was it then thought 
neceſſary to lie for the Good of the Com- 
mon wealth? No, — the People were truly 
informed of every Thing that concerned 
them; and as they judged by their natu- 
ral Underſtanding, their Determinations 
were right, and their Actions glorious: 


But when the Orators had got the Dom!- 
nion 
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upon 
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nion over them, and they were deceived 

upon the Principle you eſtabliſh, what was 
the Conſequence ? Their Leaders became 
factious and corrupt, their Government 
venal, their public Councils uncertain and 
fluctuating, either too weakly fearful, or 
too 1a bold ; till, at laſt, from generous 
| high-ſpirited Freemen, they ſunk into 
| prating, contemptible Slaves. In Rome the 
| Cafe was much the ſame: As long as they 
were a great and free People, they under- 
| ſtood not theſe political Refinements. All 
| Governments, in their firſt Inſtitution, were 
founded in Truth and Juftice, and the firſt 
| Rulers of them were generally honeſt 
Men; but, by Length of Time, Corrup- 
tion is introduced, and Men come to 
look upon thoſe Frauds as neceſſary to 
| Government, which their Forefathers ab- 
borred as deſtructive to it. It does not, 
ſaid T, belong to me to decide in this 
Diſpute; but it ſeems to be highly im- 
portant, that he Power of Deceiving for 
%e public Good ſhould be lodged in fate 
Hands. And, I ſuppoſe, that ſuch among 
you as are truſted with it, are very con- 
| KR 3 tant 
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tant and uniform in their Principles: Though 
the Colours may vary, the Ground of their 

Conduct is ill the fame. What with then 
is the eſſential and fundamental Intereſt of the 

Nation Note, will certainly be ſo next Near. 
Diſgrace or Fayour can make no Difference, 


-e 
LETTER .. 


SELIM 70 MikzA at Iſpahan. 


From London 


1 Was the other Day in Company wid 
a Clergyman, who has the Educatia 
of ſeveral young Noblemen committed i 
his Care: A Truſt of this Importance mat 
me regard him as one of the moit conjit 
rable Men in England. This Sage, aid! 
to myſelf, has much to anſwer for: TAI 
Virtue and Happineſs of the next Age vil 
in a great Meaſure depend on his Caps 
city,—I was very deſirous to enter in 
Diſcourſe with him, that I might know 
he was equal to his Office, and tried 1M 


the common Topics of Converſation; 
"WM 
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| bur on none of theſe was I able to draw a 
Word from him: Ar laſt, upon ſome 
Point being ſtarted, which gave him Oc- 
caſion to quote a Latin Poet, he opened 
all at once, and poured forth ſuch a Deluge 
of hard Words, compoſed out of all the 
learned Languages, that though I under- 
ſtood but little of his Meaning, I could 
not help admiring his Elocution. 

As his Scholars were many of them 
born to an hereditary Share in the Legiſla- 
ture, I concluded he muſt be thoroughly 
- acquainted with the Engliſh Conſtitution, 

and able to inſtruct them in the Know- 

ledge of it: But, upon asking him ſome 

Queſtions on that Subject, I found, to my 

very great Surprize, that he was more a 

Stranger to it than myſelf, and had no 

Notions of Government, but hat he drew 

from the imaginary Republic of a Creek 

Philoſopher. Well, ſaid I, you at leaft 

inſtruct your Scholars in Grecian and Roman 
Virtue; you light up in them a Spirit of 

Litiriy ; you exerciſe them in F#/tice and 

Magnanimity; you form them to a Re- 

ſemblance of the great Characters they 

meet 


— 
on 


— 
wm 


W 
1 A F119 
1 | 1% 
N 1 a *> 
194 11 
83 £1 * ft 
1. ei 
1 1 13] 
=. | FE) 

4 F 14 
1 
K pr 
1 j | 
4 0 : k N 
. N / 1 \ 
j » l 1 
1 1 
q 11.18 . 
1 iin 
1 bv 
= 1 U it 
s 3 Si 
1 
1 
2 ' \ \ F bi 
| 191 
N 4 
2 j 
; 08) 
) 1 14 
1 
1 
N N | 6 
. 433M 
HE! 90 
1 1 
14 
- 438i. 7! 
= 
* 41 
» : 1 1 
3 15! 
1 19 
2 ii = 8 1's 
b 1 4 
2 * 14 1 4 
3:5 [1/891 
3 z l > 
2 3 
7 9 
4 In 
T A. 
1 : 3 
13 \ : : 
1 ta 
4 BY 19 
59 . 
: 44 
FT 1 
1 
EE! 15 
Ber 184 
As, 8 N 
N dl 
427 10388 
4.3%; : 3 
T1. 1 h 
1 11 4 
! Mi 17 { 
G54! 1 
| i IE * 
1 wot}: 
TS. 10 
1% 141. 
1 | 
4 1 
l 1177 
$1 1 | is 
: | 1: 
8 . : 110 
1 ! ty 
11. 1 f 
e 
N / * 
. 1 
14 1 4, 
3 '; 5.85 
£ 9 
| ITT 
N ine 
* 14 
©! HG 

b N {$39 5. 
ne 
1 ty : _ + 

i 
195280! 
1 1 

be je 1 

2 * 0 , . 

& 4 
z 2 * $46 
144 4 
: \ £51 6-% 
. + = 
? : 
14 g- 
i ; :* 0 
1 
4 4 
37 
1 1 
4 = 
R itt 1 
1 1 1 
ij 4 \ 
þ 4 '1 
| inen 
b . 
+I i 
8 > \ 
7 * 
7 by vs 
1 1 4 7 
[1 4 1 
q 7 SE) | 
N 19 J 
4 K 
| 3 7 
IF 1 
4 
n 

1 T 7 : i l 

1 * * +4 
: j +Hj 
g F1 004 

þ 4 
717 

N nn 

* bp 3 N * 1 

ieee 
$ i q 1 

U 4 2 

. ve ” Ii 
\F- 11 
LY it * 

4 BAS {1 

N n 

1 =” I? : : 

Li 4,1 
| ih Att 4 
72 4 T1 4 | 
v A 19 
"Y | 74 
* ls 
$ fl 
1 
4 * 6 
55 af 7 
5 8 
12 Ul: ff 14 
1 4 F l 
4: $86] l 
N 
| 44% 1 
s 74 74 ry 
j 1 
6 . 94 
- 
| "ALI 
1 * 
. o 
* 


200 | | 

meet with in ancient Authors. Par from 
It, faid a Gentleman in Company.—They 
are accuſtomed to tremble at a Red, to tell 
Lies in Excule of trifling Faults, to betray 
their Companions, to be Spies and Cowards : 
The natural Vigour of their Spirits is 
broke, the natural Ingenuity of their 
Tempers varnithed over, the natural Bent 


of their Genius curbed and thwarted. The 
whole Purpoſe of their Education is to 


acquire ſome Greek and Latin Words; by 
this only they are allowed to try their 
Parts ; if they are backward in this, they 
are pronounced Dunces, and often made 
ſo from Diſcouragement and Deſpair. 
I ſhould think, ſaid I, it Words only 
are to be taught them, they ſhould learn 
to ſpeak Engliſh with Grace and Elegance, 
which is particularly neceſſary in a Go- 
vernment where Eloquence has obtained 
ſo great a Sway. That Article is never 
thought of, anſwered he: I came mylelt 
from the College a perfect Mafter of one 
or two dead Languages, but could neither 
write nor ſpeak my Own, till it was taught 
me by the Letters and Conyerſation ot 
as 9 
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Lady about the Court, | whom, luckily tor 


my Education, I tell in Love with. 

| T have heard, ſaid I, that it is uſual for 
young Gentlemen to finiſh their Studies in 
other Countries; and, indeed, it ſeems 
neceſſary enough by the Account you have 
| given me of them here: Bur, if I may 
| judge by the greateſt Part of thoſe whom 
have ſeen at their Return, the foreign 
AHaſters are no better than the Eugliſb, and 
the foreign Miſtreſſes not ſo good. Were 
I to go back to Pera with an Engliſh 
Coat, an Eugliſi Footman, and an Eng liſo 
8 Cough, it would amount to juſt the Im- 
| provement made in France, by one halt of 
| the Youth who travel thither. Add to 
| theſe, a Taſte for Muſic, replied the Gen- 
tleman, with two or three Terms of Build- 
| ing and of Painting, and you would want 
| but one Taſte more to be as accompliſhed as 


ſome of the fineſt Gentlemen that Italy 
ſends us back. 
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LETTER XLVIL | E 
SELIM 70 MIRZA at Iſpahan. Foutwa 

E poſed 

From Longey, Sir, r 


IR OM conſidering the Education of erery 

1 Engliſo Gentlemen, we turned ou WIG: 
Diſcourſe to that of Eugliſb Ladies. I asked 
a married Man that was in Company, v 
inſtru& me a little in the Courſe of it, be. 
ing particularly curious to know the Me. 
thods which could render a Woman in this 
Country ſo different a Creature from oe 
in Per//a. Indeed, Sir, ſaid he, you mut 
ask my Wife, not me, that Queſtion : Thek 
are Myſteries I am not allowed to pry in. 
to. When I preſume to give my Advic 
about it, ſhe tells me the Education of 4 
Lady is above che Capacity of a Man, le 
him be ever ſo wiſe in his own Affairs. 
ſhould think, ſaid I, that as the Purpoi 
of Womens Breeding is nothing ele, but 
to teach them to pleaſe Men; a Man ſhoult 
be a better Judge of hat than any Wo 
| mit 


| | 203 
Iman in the World. But, pray Sir, what 
lin General have you obſerved of this my 2 
terious Inſtitution? T do not enquire into 
the Secrets behind the Altar, but only the 
outward Forms of Diſcipline which are ex- 
1 poſed to the Eyes of all the World. Why, 
ir, replied he, the firſt great Point which 
every Mother aims at, is to make her 
Girl 2 Goddeſs if ſhe can. 

A Goddeſs ! cried I, in great Aſtonith- 
ment. | 5 
| Yes, ſaid he; you have none of them 
in the Eat; but here we have five or ix 
lin every Street : 'There never were more 
E Divinities in Agypt, than there are at this 
[Time in the Town of London. In order 
therefore to fit them for that Character, 
they are made to throw off human Nature, 
as much as poſhble, in their Looks, Gef- 
I tures, W ord, Actions, Dreſs, Sc. 
But is it not apt to return again? ſaid I.— 
es, replied he, it returns indeed again, 
3 but firangely Eid and deformed. The 
ame Thing happens to their Minds as to 
E their Shapes ; 

Cong nement, which makes them ſwell out 
in 


both are crampt by a violent 
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in the wrong Place. 
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You cannot conceiye 
the wild Tricks that Women play fron 
this habitual Perverſion of their Faculties: 


There is not a ſingle Quality belonging tg 
them, which they do not apply to other 


Purpoſes than Providence deligned it 
for. Hence it is, that they are vain ol 
being Cowards, and aſbamed of being 
Mode:. Hence they 
whom they 4//ike, 
they love. Hence they kill every Sent. 


ment of their own, and not only ad with] 


the Faſhion, but really think with it. A 


this is taught them carefully from ther 
Childhood, or elſe it would be :mpoilible 


ſo to conquer their natural Diſpoſitions. 


I do not know, ſaid I, what tne Uieis 
of theſe Inſtruct ions; but it ſeems to me, 
that in a Country where the Women ar 
admitted to a familiar and Conſtant Shar: 
in every active Scene of Lite, particula 
Care ſhould be taken in their Education, 
to cultivate their Reaſon, and form thei 
Hearts, that they may be equal to the Pan 
they have to act. Where great Temps 


tions muſt occur, great Virtues are be. 


quired; ; 


ſmile on the Mat 
and /ook ccld on hin} 


| quire 
they 
ſelves 
| Stren 


has nc 


becau 
lives 
3 tende 


is ſo \ 


of a 
derſta 
| the C 
| by M. 
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> 


| quired ; ak the giddy Sitnations in which 
they are placed, or love to place them- 
ſelves, demand a more. than ordinary 
Strength of Brain. In Peja a Woman 


E becauſe of the Confinement which ſhe. 
lives under, and therefore that only is at- 
| tended to: But here, methinks, good Senſe 
is ſo very neceſſary, that it is the Buſineſs 
of a Lady to improve and adorn her Un- 
| derſtanding with as much Application as 
| the other Sex ; and, generally ſpeaking, 
| by Methods mach the ſame. 


FREE IR NERC IE ERNIE 


talking of the Attempt that had been made 


| with from the Mufti. They applied to 
8 
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has no Occaſion for any thing but Beauty, 


LETTER XLVII. 
SELIM fe Mixza at Iſpahan. 


From London. 


Was this Morning with ſome Gentle- 
men of my Acquaintance, who were 


not long ago of ſetting up a Preſs at Con- 
| Hantinople, and the Oppoſition it had met 


me 
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me to know what I thought of it, and 
whether in Per/a alſo it was our Reli. 
gion that deprived us of ſo uſeful an Art 

I told them, that Policy had more Part 
than Religion in that Affair: That the 
Preſs was a very dangerous Engine, and 
the Abuſes of it made us juſtly apprehend 
il Conſequences from it. 


You are in the Right, ſaid one of the 


Company, for this ſingle Reaſon, becau; 
your Government is a deſpotic one. 


But, in 
a free Country, the Preſs may be very 
uſeful, as long as it is under no partial 
Reſtraint: For it is of great Conſequence, 
that the People ſhould be informed of every 


Thing that concerns them; and, without 


Printing, ſuch Knowledge could not cir- 


culate, either ſo eaſily or ſo faſt. Andto 


argue againſt any Branch of Liberty trom 
the ill Uſe that may be made of it, is b 


argue againſt Liberty itſelf, fince all 1s 


capable of being abuſed : Nor can any 
Part of Freedom be more important, or 
better worth contending for, than that by 
which the Spirit of it is preſerved, ſupport 
ed, and * ** this Appeal 5 50 

udg- 


| I do 1 
Þ rlitie 
of M 
Libel 
| of th 
Reme 
Courſ 
ö they { 
curity 
let the 
orced 


FFT 


ſudgment of the People, we lay ſome 


20% 


Reſtraint upon thoſe Miniſters, who may 


have found Means to ſecure themſelves 


from any other Jeſs incorruptible Tribunal; 


| and ſure they have no Reaſon to com- 


plain, if the Public exerciſes a Right, 


| which cannot be denied without avowing, 
| that their Conduct will not bear Enquiry. 
For though the beſt Adminiſtration may 
| be attacked by Calumny, I can hardly 
| believe it would be hurt by it, becauſe I 
have known a great deal of it employed to 
very little Purpoſe againſt Gentlemen, in 
| Oppoſition to Miniſters, who had nothing 
to defend them but the Force of Truth: 
I do not mean by this to juſtify any Scur- 
nlities upon the perſonal Characters either 
| of Magiſtrates, or private Men, or any 
Libel properly ſo called. Againſt ſuch Abuſes 
| of the Preſs the Laws have provided a 
Remedy; and let the Laws take their 
| Courſe ; it is for the Intereſt of Liberty 
they ſhould do ſo, as well as for the Se- 
curity and Honour of Government: But 
let them not be ſtrained into Oppreſſion by 
ſaced Conſtructions, or extraordinary Acts 


2 of 
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of Power, alike repugnant to natural Juſ. 2 
tice, and to the Spirit of a free State. Such 
arbitrary Practices no Provocation can 
juſtify, no Precedents warrant, no Danger 
excuſe. 

The Gentleman who ſpoke thus, wa 
contradicted by another of the Company, 
who, with great Warmth, and many Ar. 
ouments, maintained, © Thar the Licen- 


2 


© tioufneſs of the Prefs was grown, of late, - . 
© to fuch a dangerous Heighth as to re- 3 
© quire extraordinary Remedies ; and that will 
Cit it were put under the Inſpection of EE 
© ſome difcreer and judicious Perfon, it 85 
would be far more beneficial to the agu. 
* Public.” 1 all t 

I agree to it, anſwered he, upon or f , 
Condition, viz. That there may be like. % ; 
wiſe an Inſpector for Tur Propr x, as wel Wa 
as one for the Court; but if net hing is u de 
be licenſed on one Side, and every Thing 01 0 
the other, it would be vaſtly better for c an £ 
to adopt the Eaſtern Policy, and allow - 
Printing here at all, than to leave it und" be 
ſuch a partial Direction. ed, 

LET: 
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2 
LE TD 1 R. XLIX. 
SELIM 70 Mizza at ripahan, 


From London. 


H E fame Gentleman, who, as Itold 

thee in my laft, argued ſo ſtrongly 
for the Liberty of the Preſs, went on with 
his Diſcourſe in the following Manner. 

If we have ſo much Reaſon to be un- 
willing, that what we Print ſhould be un- 
der the Inſpection of the Court; how much 
more may we complain of a new Power 
| aſſumed within theſe laſt fifty Years by 
all the Courts in Europe, of iuſpecting pri- 
vate Letters, and invading the Liberty of 
the Pot? The Secrecy: and Safety of Cor- 
reſpondence, is a Point of ſuch Conſe- 
quence to Mankind, that the leaſt Inter- 
ruption of it would be criminal, without 
| an evident Neceſſity; but that of Courſe, 
from one Year to another, there ſhould 
be a conſtant Breach of ir publicly avow- 
ed, is ſuch a Violation of the Rights of 

V3 Society, 


-« 
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Thoughts, to the Curiofity and Diſcre- 


greater Eaſe and Advantage to the Goyern- 
ment to have a //cen N * in every Houle, 


Society, as one cannot but wonder at eve he 
in this. Age. ; vert 

You may well wonder, ſaid I to him ly i 
when I myfelf am quite amazed to hear of 
ſuch a Thing; the like of which was ne- 
ver practiſed among Us, whom you Eng- 
lifh reproach with being S/aves. But I beg 
you to inform me what 1t was, that could 
induce a free People to give up all the 
Secrets of their Buſineſs and private 


tion of a Miniſter, or his inferior Tools 
in Office ? 

They never gave them up, anſwered 
he ; bur thoſe Gentlemen have exerciſed 
this Power by their own Authority, under 
Pretence of diſcovering Plots againſt the 
State. —— No Doubt, ſaid one of the Com- 
pany, it is a great Advantage and Eaſe to 
the Government, to be acquainted at all 
Times with the Sentiments of conſiderable 
Perſons, becauſe it is poſſible they may 
have ſome ill Intent. It is very true, 
replied the other, and it might be ſtill a 
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who ſhould So the moſt private Con- 
verſations, and let the Minifter thorough- 
ly into the Secrets of every Family in the 
| Kingdom. This would effectually detect 
and prevent Conſpiracies ; but would any- 
body come into it on that Account? 
gls it not making a bad Compliment to 
da Government, to fuppoſe, that it could 
not be ſecured without ſuch Meaſures, as 
are inconſiſtent with the End for which it 
is deligned ? 
= Bur ſuch, in general, is the wretched 
Turn of modern Policy: The moſt ſacred 
| Ties of Society are often infringed, to 
promote ſome prefent Intereſt, without 
| confidering how fatal it may prove in its 
| remoter Conſequences, and how greatly 
| we may want thoſe uſeful Barriers we 
| have ſo lightly broken down. 
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LETTER. 

SELIM ro MIRzZa at Iſpahan. 


| | From Lond, 

Had lately the Pleaſure of ſeeing , 
Sight which filled my Mind beyond al 

the Magnificence that our Eaſtern Mo- 
narchs can ſhew; I ſaw a Britiſh Flu 
under full Sail. Nothing can be imagined 


Size of the Ships, and the Skill of the 
Sailors exceed any others now in the Uni- 


their Intrepidity. The whole Spectacle 
gave me the higheſt Ideas of the Strength 
of this Nation ; a Strength not confined 
to their own Coaſts, but equally formi- 
dable to the moſt diſtant Parts of the 
Globe. 

Were Ia King of England, I would 
never receive an Embaſlador with any 
Solemnity but in the Cabin of a Fir/#-Rats 
Man of War. There is the true 5 
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his Empire; and from that Throne he 


might awe the whole World, if he under- 
ſtood how to exert his maratime Power in 
its full Strength, and was wiſe enough to 
aim at 20 other. But by an unaccountable 
| Miſtake in their Policy, many Kings of 
| England have ſeemed to forget that their 
Dominions had the Advantage of being an 
Hande They have been as deeply en- 


gaged in the Affairs of the Continent as 


| the moſt expoſed of the States there, and 
neglected the Sea to give all their Atten- 
tion to expenſive and ruinous Wars under- 


taken at Land. Nay, what is ſtranger 


| ſtill, they have been fond of Acquisitions 


made upon the Continent, not conſidering 
that all /#ch Acquiſitions, inſtead of en- 
creaſing their real Strength, are only ſo 
many weak and vulnerable Parts, in which 
they are liable to be hurt by thoſe Ene- 


mies, who could not poſſibly hurt them in 


their natural State, as the Sovereigns of a 


powerful Iſland. Their Caſe is the reverſe 
of that expreſt by the Poets of Ereece in 


the Fable of Antæus. He was (ſay thoſe 


Poets) the Son of the Earth; and as long 
as 
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as he fought upon her Surface, even Hy. 
cules, the ſtrongeſt of Heroes, could not 
overcome him; but being drawn from 
thence he was ealily vanquiſhed: The 
Engliſh (in the ſame poetical Stile) are 
the Sons of the Sea, and while they adher 
to their Mother they are invincible ; but if 
they can once be drawn out of that Situa- 
tion, their Strength forſakes them, and 


they are not only in Danger of being 


cruſhed by their Enemies, but may be hapeed 
to Death even by their Friends. 
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LETTER LI. 


SELIM to Mixza at Iſpahan. 


From London. 

AM returned to this City, from which 

I have made a long Excurſion, and am 
going to give thee an Account how I have 
paſſed my 'Time. A Friend of mine, who 
lives in a Part of England, diſtant from 
the Capital, invited me to ſpend the Sum- 
mer at his Houſe : My Curioſity to fe 
” | ſomething 
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| Omething new, and a natural Love to 
| Fields and Groves at this Seaſon of the 
Year, made me glad to accept of his 
| Propoſal. 

The firſt Thing that ſtruck me in leaving 
London, was to find all the Country culti- 
| vated like one great Garden. 'This is the 
genuine Effect of that happy Liberty 
which the Engliſb enjoy: Where Property 
is ſecure, Induſtry will exert itſelf; and 
ſuch is the Force of Induſtry, that with- 
out any particular Advantages of Soil or 
Climate, the Lands about this City are of 
Ja hundred times greater Profit to their 
Owners, than the beſt tempered and moſt 
fertile Spots of A/za to the Subjects of the 
pb, or the Turk. | 
Another Circumſtance which engaged 
my Attention throughout all my Journey, 
was the vaſt Number of fine Seats that 
$ adorned the Way as I travelled along, and 
ſeemed to expreſs a certain rural Greatneſs 
extremely becoming a free People. It 
booked to me, as if Men who were poſ- 
ſeſſed of ſuch magnificent Retreats, were 
4 bone depending on a Court, and had 
wiſely 
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wiſely fixed the Scene of their Pride an 
Pleaſure in the Centre of their own FE. 
tates, where they could really make them. 
ſelves moſt conſiderable. And, indeed, this 
Notion is true in Fact; for it has always 
been the Policy of Princes that wanted to 
be abſolute, to draw Gentlemen away 
from their Country Seats, and place them 
about a Court, as well to deprive them 
of the Popularity which Hoſpitality might 
acquire, as to render them cold to the 
Intereſt of the Country, and wholly de- 
voted to themſelves. Thus we have often 
been told by our Friend Usvec, that the 
Court and Capital of France is crowded 
with Nobility, while in the Provinces 
there is ſcarce a Manſion- houſe that is not 
falling to Ruin; an infallible Sign of the 
Decay and Downfal of the Nobility it- 
ſel Thoſe who remember what Eng/and 
was forty Years ago, ſpeak with much 
Uneaſineſs of the Change they obſerve 
in this Particular ; and complain, that 
their Countrymen are making Haſte 10 
copy the French, by abandoning their Fa- 
mily Seats, and living too conſtantly in 

Town; 
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Town; but this is not yet ſenſible to a 
Foreigner. Thou mayeſt expect the Se- 
quel of my Journey in other Letters. 
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LETTER LE 


Selim ro Mirza at Tſpahan: 


From London. 
T happened when I ſet out from London, 
that the Parliament, which had far ſeven 


Years, was Juſt diſſolved, and Elections 


for a new one were carrying on all over 
England. My firſt Day's Stage had no- 
thing in it remarkable, more than what I 
obſerved to thee in my laſt. But when I 
came to the Town where I was to lodge, 
found the Streets all crowded with Men 
and Women, who gave mea lively Ideaof 
what I have read of the antient Bacchanals. 
Inſtead of Ivy, they carried Oaken Boughs, 
were exceeding drunk and mutinous, but, 
at the ſame Time, mighty zealous for 
Religion. My Perſian Habit drew them 
all about me, and I found they were much 

| T puzzled 
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puzzled what to make of me. Some ſaid, 
I was a German Miniſter, ſent by the 


Court to corrupt the EleEtors ; upon which 


Suggeſtion, I had like to have been torn 
to Pieces; others fancied me a Feſwif ; but 
at laſt they agreed I was a Mountebank, 
and as ſuch conducted me to my Inn with 
great Reſpect. When I was ſafely de- 
livered from this Danger, I took a Reſo- 
lution to lay aſide my foreign Dreſs, that 
I might travel with leſs Diſturbance ; and 
fell into Diſcourſe upon what had paſſed 
with a Gentleman that accompanied me in 
my Journey. It ſeemed to me very ftrange, 
that in an Affair of ſo great Importance 
as the Choice of a Guardian for their Li- 
berties, Men ſhould drink themſelves out 
of their Reaſon. I ask*d, whether Riots 


of this Kind were common at theſe Times? 


He anſwered, that the whole Buſineſs of 
the Candidates was to pervert and con- 
tound the Underſtandings of thoſe that 
chuſe them, by all imaginable Ways: That 
from the Day they begun to make their In- 


tereſt, there was nothing but Idleneſs and 


Debauchery among the common People : 
The 


fo. 
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The Care of their Families is 3 
Trades and Manufactures are at a Stand; 
and ſuch a Habit of Diſorder is brought 
upon them, that it requires the beſt Part 
of ſeven Years to ſettle them again. And 
yet, continued he, this Evil, great as it 
is, may be reckoned one of the leaſt at- 
tending theſe Affairs. Could we bring our 
Electors to content themſelves with being 
made drunk for a Year together, we might 
hope to preſerve our Conſtitution ; bur it 
is the ſober, conſiderate Corruption, the cool 
bargaining for a Sale of their Liberties, 
that will be the certain Undoing of this 
Nation, whenever a wicked Miniſter thall 
be the Purchaſer. 
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LETTER EY. 
SeLIx to Mirza at Iſpahan. 


From London. 


HE next Day brought us into a 
County Town, where the Elections 


for the City and the Shire were carrying 


on together. It was with ſome Difficulty 
1 t hat 
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that we made our Way through two or 
three Mobs of different Parties, that ob- 
liged us by Turns to declare ourſelves for 
their reſpective Factions. Some of them 
Wore in their Hats Tobacco Leaves, and 
ſeemed principally concerned for the Ho- 
nour of that noble Plant, which they ſaid 
had been attacked by the Miniſtry; and 
in this I heartily joined with them, being 
myſelf a great Admirer of its Virtues, like 
moſt of my Countrymen. When we came 
to our Inn, I entertained myſelf with ask- 
ing my Fellow Traveller Queſtions about 
Elections. The Thing was ſo new to me, 
that in many Points I could not believe 
him. As for Inſtance, it ſeems very odd, 
that a Corporation ſhould take ſuch a ſud- 
den Liking to a Man's Face, whom they 
never ſaw before, as to prefer him to a 
Family that had ſerved them Time our of 
Mind; yet this, I was aſſured, very often 
happened, and what was ſtranger ſtill, on 
the Recommendation of another Perſon, 
who was no better known to them himſelt. 
My Inſtructor added, That there was in 


England Ons MaN 0 extremely popular, 
though 
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though he never affected Popularity, that a 


| Line from him, accompanied with two 


or three Birsof a particular Sort of Paper, 


was enough to direct half the Nation in 
the Choice of their Repreſentatives. 


[t would be endleſs to repeat to thee 


all the Tricks which he told me other 
Gentlemen were forced to uſe to get them- 
| ſelves elected. One Way of being well 
| with a Corporation (which a Per/zan would 
hardly conceive) is to &, all their Wives. 
My Companion confeſſed to me, that he 
himſelf had formerly been obliged to go 
through this laborious Sollicitation, and 
had met with ſome old Women in his 
Way, who made him pay dear for their 
Intereſt, But theſe Methods (ſaid he) and 
W other Arts of Popularity, are growing out 
| of Faſhion - every Day. We now court 
| our Electors, as we do our Miſtreſſes, by 
{ ſending a Notary to them with a Propoſal : 
If they like the Settlement, it is no mat- 
ter how they like the Man that makes it; 
| but if we diſagree about hat, other Pre- 
| tenſions are of very little Uſe. And to 
make the Compariſon the juſter, the Mem- 


1 bers 


: 
* 
— er . — 5 * 
7 — * Sr — — — 25 — 923 * — 
- VP — —.— * ** 5 _— — Mc: a 
4 — 2 s _ * = A a . 
mo Wn, — — — 33 = ——— A —— 
— ** —— on wy 2 4 _— = 34, 0 « 
— EET TIETED = 74 
— bo 
N += 1 — - k 


222 
bers thus choſen have no more Regard to 
their venal Conſtituents, than Husband 
ſo married to their Wives. I asked, if 


they had no Laws againſt Corruption, 


Yes, faid he, very ſtrong ones, but Cor- 
ruption is ſtronger than the Laws. If the 


Magiſtrates in Perſia were to fell Wine, it 


would ſignify very little that your Lay 
forbids the drinking it. How is it poſſ- 
ble, ſaid I, to bribe a whole Nation to 
the undoing itſelf. It is not poſſible, an- 
ſwered he; but the Misfortune of our 
Government is, that the Majority of the 


Repreſentative Body 1s choſen not by the 


whole Nation, but by a ſmall, and wr 
mean Part of it. There are a Number of 


Boroughs which have at preſent no other 
Trade than ſending Members to Parljameit, 
and whoſe Inhabitants think the Right of 


ſelling themſelves and their Country, ths 


only valuable Privilege of Engliſome 
Time has produced this Evil, which was 
quite unforeſeen in the original Frameot 
our Conſtitution, and Time alone ca 
furniſh Occaſions, and Means of applying 
an adequate Remedy. Before it can be 

1 8 thoroughly 
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| thoroughly cured, one of two very un- 
likely Things muſt come to paſs, either 
a Court muſt be ſo diſintereſted as to exert 
all its Power for the redreſſing an Evil 
advantagious to itſelf ; or a popular Party 
| fo ſtrong as to give Laws to the Court, 


muſt have Virtue enough to venture di/- 


guſting the People, as well as offending the 
| Crown, for the Sake of reforming the Con- 


$TITUTION. 
LIE EK 


SLIM ro Mirza at Iſpahan. 


From London. 


N the third Day our Travels were 
at an End, and I arrived at my 
Friend's Houſe with all the Pleaſure which 
we receive from Retirement and Repoſe, 
after a Life of Tumult and Fatigue. I was 
as weary of Elections, as if I had been a 
Candidate myſelf, and could not help ex- 
preſſing my Surprize, that the general Diſ- 
order on theſe Occaſions, had not brought 
ſome 
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ſome fatal Miſchief upon the Nation. That 
we are not undone by it, replied my F *riend, 
is entirely owing to the happy Circun. 
ſtance of our being an Iſland. Were we 
ſeated on the Continent, every Election 
of a new Parliament would intallibly dray 
on an Invaſion.— It is not only from Ene. 
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mies Abroad that you are in Danger, an- 


ſwered I : One would think that the Vio. 
lence of domeſtic Feuds ſhould of itſelf 


overturn your Conſtitution, as it has ſo 


many others; and how you have been able 
to eſcape ſo long, is the Wonder of al 
who have been bred up under abſolute 
Monarchies : For they are taught, that 


the ſuperior Advantage of their Form of 
Government conſiſts in the Strength of 
Union; and that in other States, where 


Power is more divided, a pernicious Con- 
fuſion muſt enſue. —They argue rightly 
enough, ſaid the Gentleman who came 
along with me, but they carry the Argu- 
ment too far. No doubt, Factions are the 
natural Inconveniencies of all free Go- 
vernments, as Opprethon 1s too apt to at- 
tend on arbitrary Power. But the Diffe- 
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rence lies here, that in an abſolute Mo- 
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nd, N darchy, a Tyrant has nothing to reſtrain 
in. him; whereas Parties are not only a Con- 
we BW troul on thoſe that govern, but on each 
ton Worker ; nay, they are even a Controul po 
ar bemſelves, as the Leaders of them dare not 
ne. gie à Looſe to their own particular Paſſi- 
in. ons and Deſigns, for fear of hurting their 
0. Credit with thoſe whom it is their Inte- 
ik reſt to manage, and pleaſe. Beſides, that 
o it is eaſier to infect a Prince with a Spirit 
le of Tyranny, than a Nation with a Spirit 
a Not Faction; and where the Diſcontent is 
te rot general, the Miſchief will be light. 
at o engage a whole People in a Revolt, 
of the higheſt Provocations muſt be given; 
of W's ſuch a Caſe, the Diſorder is not charge- 
eo able on thoſe that defend their Liberties, 
. but on the Aggreſſor that invades them. 
15 Parties in Society, are like Tempeſts in 
e the natural World; they cauſe, indeed, a 
. eery great Diſturbance, and when violent 
e bear up every Thing that oppoſes them; 


I 3 | ; 
E but then they purge away many noxious 
, Qualities, and prevent a Stagnation which 
would be fatal: All Nations that live in 
| | a 
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a quiet Slavery, may be properly ſaid u 
ſtagnate 3 and happy would it be for then 
if they were rouſed and put in Motion hy 
that Spirit of Faction they dread ſo mud 
for, let the Conſequences of Reſiſtance xi 
what they would, they can produce ng 
thing worſe than a confirmed and eſtabliſh. 
ed Servitude : But generally ſuch a Fer. 
ment in a Nation throws off what is mol 
oppreſſive to it, and ſettles, by Degree 
into a better and more eligible State. Of 
this we have received abundant Proof; tor 
there is hardly a Privilege belonging to uz 
which has not been gained by popular Di- 
content, and preſerved by frequent Opyo- 
ſition. I may add, that we have known 
many Inſtances, where Parties, thong 
ever ſo inflamed againft each other, hai] 
united, from a Senfe of common Dange;, 
and joined in ſecuring their common Hap 
pineſs. And this is more eaſily dons 
when the Points that were once the grell 
Subjects of Hear and Diviſion, are eltie! 
worn out by Time, or changed by the 
clearer and more temperate, throug! 


which they are ſeen: For in that Cate | 
Parti 


2 
Parties which thought that they ſtood ar 
very great Diſtance from one another, 
ay find themſelves brought very near, 


ad che only Separation remaining would 
wh be the eſſential and everlaſting one, between 
e 


Wnt Men and Knaves, wiſe Men and 
Pools. That this may happen Experience 
news, and this, I think, ought to free us 
from the Reproach of frarificiing our Coun- 
try to our Diviſions, and make thoſe deſ- 
ur of Succeſs, that hope by dividing to 
eſtroy Us. 


for 
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pos- LETTER LI. 

owt SELIM Zo MIRZA at Iſpahan. 

7 - From London. 
Fe OR the firſt Month of my being in 
Ja the Country, we did nothing from 


Morning till Night, but diſpute about the 
Covernment. The natural Beauties round 


cher about us were little attended to, ſo much 
the ere we taken up with our Enquiries into 
ug political Defects. My two Companions 
A Lifagreed in many Points, though I am 
tie per- 
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perſuaded they both meant the ſame Thing, 
and were almoſt equally good Subjetts 
and good Citizens. I ſometimes fancied 
that I had learnt a great deal in theſe De 
bates ; but when I came to put my Lear 
ing together, I found myſelf not mu 
wiſer than before. The Maſter of the 
Houſe was inclined to the Side of the 
Court, not from any intereſted or ambi. 
tious Views: but, as he ſaid, from a Prin 


ciple of Whiggifm - is Word is one of 
thoſe Diſtinctions, which, for little leg 


than a Century, have divided and perplex: 
ed this Nation. The oppolite Party ar 
called Tories, They have as ſtrong an An. 


tipathy to each other, as the Followers af 


Ha!i to thoſe of Oſman. I deſired my Friend 
to give me ſome certain Mark by which 
I might know one from the other. The 
Iſhigs, ſaid he, are they that are now i 
Place, and the Tories are they that are ot 
I underſtand you, returned I, the Diffe- 
rence is only there; ſo that if they wid 
are now Tories, were empleyed, they would 
inſtantly become Whigs ; and if the Fig 


were removed, they would be Tories. Not 
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| 6, anſwered: he, with ſome Warmth : ' 


There is a great Difference in their Prin- 
ciples and their Conduct. Ay, ſaid I, let 
me hear that, and then I ſhall be able to 
chuſe my Party. The Tories, ſaid he, are 
for advancing the Power of the Crown, and 
making the Clergy the Tools of their Am- 


| bition. When they were in Power they 


weakened our ancient Allies, di/zraced our 


| Arms, hurt our Trade, loft our Honour, and 
| were a%iſtant to the Greatneſs of France. 


You ſurpriſe me! replied 1; tor I have 


| heard all this imputed to ſome, who, you 


aſſure me, are good Whigs ; nay, the very 


Pillars of Whipgiſm. 


[ will explain that Matter to you imme- 


diately, ſaid the Gentleman that came 


down with me: Whiggiſm is an 7zagelible 


Character, like Epiſcopacy For as he who 


has once been a Biſhop, though he no longer 
perform any of the Offices and Duties of 
his Function, is a Biſhop nevertheleſs; ſo 
he who has once been a Whig, let him act 


never ſo eontrary to his Principles, 7s ne- 


vertheleſs a Whip ; and as all true Church- 


men are obliged in Conſcience to acknow- 
" PRE ledge 
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5.5 the firſt, ſo all true Whigs are in 
Duty bound to ſupport the laſt. 

Very well, ſaid I ; but are there none 
who differ from this Orthodox Belief ? Yes, 
{aid he, certain obſtinate People ; but like 
other Diſſenters, they are puniſhed for 
their Separation, by being excluded fron 
all Places of Truſt and Profit. 

A heavy 
ed I, and more likely to diminiſh the Sel 
than any other kind of Perſecution. But 
if you will allow a Stranger to give any 
Advice in your Affairs, I think you ſhould 
pull down, at once, theſe Ex/igns of Part, 
which are, indeed, falſe Colours hung out 
by Faction, and ſer up, inftead of then, 
one national Standard, which all who leave, 
by whatever Name "they may call then. 
ſelves, ſhould be confidered, and uſed as 
Deſerters. 


Puniſhment, indeed! | anſwer- 
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LETTER LE. 
SELIM 70 Mirza at Iſpahan. 


From London. 


TW ENT with my Country Friend 
| 4 ſome Days ago, ro make a Vilit in a 

neighbouring County, to the Prelate of 
that Dioceſe, His Character is ſo extra- 
ordinary, that not to give it to thee, would 
be departing from the Rule I have laid 
down, to let nothing that is /ngular eſcape 

my Notice. In the firſt Place, he re/ges 
conftantly on his Dioceſe, and has done ſo 
for many Years: He asks nothing of the 
Court for himſelf or Family: He hoards 
up no Wealth for his Relations, but lays 
out the Revenues of his See in a decent 
| Hoſpitality, and a Charity void of Oſ- 
tentation. At his farſt Entrance into the 
World, he diſtinguiſhed himſelf by a Zeal 
tor the Liberty of his Country, and had 
Ja conliderable Share in bringing on the 
| Revolution that preſerved it. His Prin- 
Cples never altered by his Preferment: 
9 2 He 


2] 
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He never proſtituted his Pen, nor debaſed 
his Character by Party Diſputes or blind 
Compliance. 'Though he is warmly ſerious 
in the Belief of his Religion, he is moderate 
to all who difler from him: He knows nd 
Diſtinct ion of Party, but extends his good 
Offices alike to Whig and Tory; a Friendto 
Virtue under any Denomination ; an Ene- 
my to Vice underany Colours. His Health 
and old Age are the Effects of a temperate 
Life and a quigt Conſcience : Though he 
is now ſome Years above Fourſcore, ro- 
body ever thought he lived too long, unless 
it was out of an Impatience 7o /ucceed him, 
This excellent Perſon entertained me 
with the greateſt Humanity, and ſeemed 
to take a peculiar Delight in being uſeful 
and inſtructive to a * To tell thee 
the Truth, Mirza, I was ſo affected witl 
the Piety 28d Virtue of this Teacher“; 
the Chriſtian Religion appeared to me ſo 
amiable in his Character and Manners, 
that if the Force of Education had not 
rooted Mahomeriſmin my Heart, he 2 
certainly have made a Convert of m = 8 75 


* "The Tranſlator ſuppoſes, chat the Author means 
Dr. Hough, Biſhop of Worcefter, 


ry 
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 SeLIM 70 MIR ZA at Iſpahan. 


1 From London. 
JW long Stay in the Country gave 
VA me Leiſure to read a good deal; 
I applied myſelf to Hiſtory, particularly 
that of England; for rightly to under- 
tand what a Nation is, one ſhould previ- 
ouſly learn what it has been, If I com- 
plained of the different Accounts which 
are given by the Engliſh of themſelves in 
their preſent Circumſtances, I have no leſs 
Reaſon to complain of their Hiſtorians: 
Paſt Tranſactions are ſo variouſly related, [i 
and with ſuch a Mixture of Prejudice-on 1 
both Sides, that it is as hard to know Truth 1 
from their Relations, as Religion from 


the Comments of Divines. The great Ar- al 
ticle in which they differ moſt, is the an- 10 
cient Power of the Crown, and that of | 
the Parliament: According to ſome, the i | 
latter is no more than an Incroachment on 1 
2 the 1 
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the former ; but according to others, it is 


as oldas the Monarchy itſelf. 


This Point 1s debated with great W armth, 


and a Multitude of Proofs alledged by 


either Party: Yet the Importance of the 
Controverſy is not ſo great as ſome may 
conceive it. For many hundred Years 
the Point is out of Diſpute ; but ſuppoſe 
it were otherwiſe, would it. follow from 
thence, that the parliamentary Powers are 
Uſurpations? No, Mirza, no; if Liberty 
were but a Year old, the Engiiſh+ would 
have juſt as good a Righc to claim and to 
preſerve it, as if it had been handed down 
to them from many Ages : For allowing 
that their Anceſtors were Slaves, through 
Weakneſs or Want of Spirit, is Saver io 
valuable an Inheritance that it never mult 
be parted with ? Is a long Preſcription 


neceſſary to give Force to the natural 


Rights of Mankind ? If the Privileges of 
the People of England be Concegfions from 


the Crown, is not the Power of the Crown 
ittelf a Conceſſion from the People? How- 
ever, it muſt be conteſt, that though a 


log Poſſeſſion of abſolute Power can glye 
” = 0 
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no Right to continue it againſt the natu- 
ral Claim of the People in Behalf of their 
Liberties, whenever that Claim ſhall be 
made; yet a long Poſſeſſion of F reedom 
ſerves to eſtabliſh and ſtrengthen original 
Right, or, at leaſt, makes it more ſhame- 
fal to give it up. 1 will therefore sketch 
out to thee, as ſhort as I can in my next 
Letters, the Reſult of what I have read, 
and what I have thought on this Subject, 
not with rhe minute Exactneſs of a poli- 
| tical Critic, who, of all Critics, would 
| tire thee moſt, but by ſuch a general View 
of the pers Changes this Government 
has undergone, as may ſet the true State 
| of it pretty. clearly before thee. Further 
than this it would be almoſt impoſſible for 
| a Stranger to go upon that Subject, or for 
one ſo diſtant as thou art, either to receive 
or deſire Information: Nor, indeed, were 
it more feaſible, ſhould I chink it of Uſe, 
to engage in a much larger Detail. It is 
with Enquiries into the Conſtitutions of 
Nations, as with Enquiries into the Con- 
ſeitution of the Univerſe ; thoſe who are 
molt nicely curious abour particular and 
trifling 
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reſpective States, as founded on deep-laid | 


of certain Circumſtances, or the fimple 
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trifling Parts, are often thoſe who ſee leak 
of rhe Whole. EE 


— 
LETTERS. 


SeLIiM 70 Mirza at Iſpahan. 


From Londen, 
T has been a uſual Piece of Vanity in 


the Writers of every Nation, to re- 
„rn the original Conftitutions of their 


Syſtems and Plans of Policy, in which they 
imagine that they diſcover the utmoſt Re- 
finements of human Wifdom ; whereas, in 
Truth, they are often the Effects of down- 
right Chance, and produced by the Force 


Dictates of Nature itſelf, out of a Regard 
to ſome preſent Expediency, and with 
little Providence to the future. 

Such was the Original of the celebrated 
Gothic Government, that was formerly 
ſpread all over Europe. It was produced 


not in a Cabinet, but a Camp; and ove. 
much 
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much leſs to the Prudence of a Legiſlator, 
than to the Neceſſity of the Times, which 


gave it Birth. 
The People that W 8 dee it into Bri- 


e leaf 


* 


tude of Soldiers, unacquainted with any 
ting but War: Their Leader, for the 


= | Sort of regal Power, and when it hap- 
5 pened that the War continued long, he ac- 
bei quired a preſcriptive Authority over thoſe 
1 ; who had been accuſtomed to obey his Or- 
ol ders; but this Authority was directed by 
* the Advice of the other Officers, and de- 


pendant on the Good-liking of the Army, 
from which alone it was derived: In like 


5 Manner, the firſt Revenues ot this Leader, 
1 were nothing more than a Title to a larger 
- ; Share in the common Booty, or the volun- 
10 tary Contributions of the Soldiers out of 
8 the Wealth acquired under his Command. 
| But had he attempted to take a Horſe or 
, Cow, or any Part of the Plunder from the 
0 meaneſt Soldier, without his free Conſent, 


4 Mutiny would certainly have enſued, 
and the Violation of Property been re- 
| venged. 


5 


tain, and every where elſe, were a Multi- 


| better carrying it on, was inveſted with 
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venged. From theſe Principles, we may 
naturally draw the whole Form of the 
Saxos or Gothic Government. When theſe 
Invaders became Maſters of Kingdoms, 
and not only ravaged them, bur ſettled 
there, the General was changed into a 
King, the Officers into Nobles, the Coun- 
cil of War into a Council of State, and 
the Body of the Soldiery itſelf into a ge- 
neral Aſſembly of all the Freemen. A prin- 
cipal Share of the Conqueſts, as it had 
been of the Spoils, was freely allotted to 
the Prince, and the reſt by him diſtributed 
according. to Rank and Merit among his 
Troops and Followers, under certain Con- 


Hence the different 'T'enures, and the 
Services founded upon them ; hence the 
Vattallage, or rather Servitude of the 
Conquered, who were obliged to. till the 
Lands which they had loſt, for the Con- 
querors who had gained them, or, at bet, 
to hold them of thoſe new Proprietors on 
ſuch hard and ſlaviſn Terms, as they thought 
fit to impoſe. Hence, likewiſe, the Riches 


of the Clergy, and their early Authority 
in 


* 


ditions agreable to the Saxon Cuſtoms. 
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in the State: For thoſe People being 5 
norant and ſuperſtitious in ths ſame De- 
gree, and heated with the Zeal of a new 
Converſion, thought they could not do 
too much for their Teachers, but with a 
conſiderable Share of the conquered Lands, 
admitted them to a large Participation of 
Dominion itſelf.— Thus, without any ſet- 
tled Deſign, or ſpeculative Skill, this Con- 
ſtitution in a manner formed itſelf; and 
it was the better for that Reaſon, as there 
was more of Nature in it, and little of 
political Myſtery, which where - ever it pre- 
vails, is the Bane of public Good. A Go- 
vernment fo eſtabliſhed, could admit of no 
Pretence of a Power in the King tranſcen- 
dent to Law, or an unalterable Right in 
the Succeſſion. It conld never come into 
the Heads of ſuch a People, that they 
were to ſubmit to a Tyranny for Conſci- 
ence ſake ; or, that their Liberties were 
not every Way as ſacred as the Pre- 
rogative of their Prince. They could ne- 
ver be brought to underſtand, that there 
was ſuch a thing as Reaſon of State diſtindt 
from the common Reaſon of Mankind; 
ME, | much 
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much leſs would they allow perniciou MW of 
Meaſures to paſs unqueſtioned, or un- ae 
_— under the ricicalous Sanction of; al 


in 
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8 ; SeLIiM 70 Mirza at Iſpahan. | Co-0 

| bles, 


From London. XX 


GAVE thee in my laſt a ſhort Account 
of the. firſt Riſe and Conſtruction of man 


the Saxon Government, on very plain and eſtab 
ſimple Foundations. It was, perhaps, the /g, 
noft free of all the limited Monarchies that WWF the « 
have been known in the World. The No- tion, 
bles and People had ſuch a Share in the Fans 
Legiſlature, and ſuch a Weight in the Go- its £ 
vernment, that the King could do nothing WM Def: 
but with their Aſſiſtance, and by their Ad WM ies | 
vice. He could not oppreſs them by Force, them 
becauſe they were armed, and he was not, thorit 
unleſs when they employed their Arms 11 This 
his Service for the Defence of the King- altere 
dom. He could not corrupt them; for al Nr 
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Offices of Power or Judicature were then 
Five, the Eftate of the Crown was held 
inalienable, and only ſufficed to maintain 
the Expence of the Royal Houſehold, and 
civil Government. No Cauſes were tried but 
by Juries, even in ſpiritual Matters, ſo 
that the Lives and Properties of the Peo- 
ple could not be touched without their own 
Co-operation, either by the King, the No- 
bles, or Clergy. To all this was joined 
the beſt Police that any Nation ever en- 
joyed except the Chineſe, among whom 
many of the ſame Regulations have been 
| eſtabliſhed with a Conformity very ſurpri- 
ng, as it is certain that neither copied 
the other. Such was the Saxon Conſtitu- 
tion, when by the Wiſdom and Virtue of 
two or three great Kings it had received 
its final Perfection. The only eſſential 
Detect of it was, the exceſſive Immuni- 
lies granted to Churchmen, which made 
them too independant upon the civil Au- 
thority, and very burthenſome to the State. 
This Form of Government continued un- 
altered in its principal Parts, till the 
Norman Invaſion, which, like a foreign 
Weight Ie laid upon the Springs, 
X diſturbed 
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diſturbed and obſirutited its proper Moti. 
ons: Yet, by Degrees, it recovered itſelf 


again; and how ill ſoever the Saxon Pry. 
ple might be treated, under the Notion of 
a Conqueſt, the Saxon Conſtitution was 
never wholly ſubdued. The new Comers 
reliſned Slavery no better than the old 
Inhabitants, and gladly joined with them 
upon a Senſe of mutual - Intereſt, to force 
a Confirmation of their Freedom and the 
antient Laws. Indeed there was ſo great 
a Conformity between the Government of 
Normandy and that of England, the Cul- 
toms of both Nations were ſo much the 
ſame, that unleſs the Normans by conquer- 
ing this Iſland had loſt their original 
Rights, and fought on Purpoſe to degrade 
themſelves and their Poſterity, it was im- 
poſſible their Kings could have a Right to 
abſolute Power. So far was that Nation 
from owning any ſuch Right, that, in 
Conjunction with the Engliſh, they de- 
manded, and obtained of their Kings 
Charters declaring their Liberties, not as 
Grants derived from the Favour, or Inno- 
vations forced from the Weakneſs, but as 

Acknow- 


_ 5: 


243 
Abe due from the Fuſtice of 


| the Crown. As ſuch the beſt and greateſt 


Princes conſidered thoſe Charters ; as ſuch 
they confirmed and obſerved them, and 
when they were diſputed, or broken by 
others of a different Character, Civil Wars 
enſued, which ended to the Diſadvantage 
of the Crown; but the Misfortune was, 
that in all theſe Struggles, the Biſhops and 
Nobles treated for the People, not the Peo- 
ple for themſelves; and therefore their In- 
tereſts were much neglected, and the Ad- 
vantages gained from the King were much 


more beneficial to the Church and Nobility 


than to thoſe who were under their Patro- 
nage, — I will ſay more on this Head 


when I write next. 
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OE Ges From London. 
HO U wilt be ſurpriſed to hear that 
1 the Period when the Engliſh Nation 
enjoyed the greateſt Happineſs, after the 
Norman Invaſion, was under the Influence 
of a Woman. Ag much as we Per/fans ſhould 
eſpiſe a female Ruler, it was not till 
the Reign of Queen + E/izabeth, that the 
Government came to as equal Ballanc, 
which is its true State of Perfection. 
Though the Commons of Eugland had 
regained, by Degrees, and in a different 
Shape, that Share of the Legiſlature, which 
was, in a great Meaſure, loſt by them 
under the firſt Norman Kings, yet their 
Power was not ſo great as it had been in 
the Saxon Witagenmote, or general Aſ- 
ſembly, nor their Condition ſo happy in 
many Reſpects; for the chief Strength of 


the Government reſided in the great _ 
| > 


I 1 
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and the Clergy, who ſupremely directed all 
public Affairs. The Proceedings of the 
Commons could not be free in their repre- 
ſentative Body, while in their collective 
Body, they were weak and oppreſt. The 
Laws of Vaſſallage, the Authority of the 
Church, the Poverty and Dependancy in 
which they lived, hung heavy upon them, 
ſo that they were obliged to act in Subſer- 
viency to the Nobles and Biſhops, even 
when they ſhewed moſt Vigour againſt the 
Crown, following the Paſſions of both 
upon many Occaſions in the Parliament, 
and in the Field, and making, or unmak- 
ing Kings as theſe their immediate Maſters 
deſired. But in Return for their Services 
they often obtained a Redreſs of their 
Grievances, revenged themſelves upon bad 
Miniſters, and obtained good Laws for the 
Commonwealth. To whatever Purpoſes their 
Strength might be uſed, though to the Pur- 


poſes of Faction, by being uſed it increaſed. 


The Crown at laſt itſe F aſſiſted the Growth 
of it, in Oppoſition to that of the Church 
and the Nobility. The Bonds of Vaſ- 
lallage were broke, or lightened ; the 
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ess were by different Laws encouraged 
and enabled to part with their Lands; the 
Weight of Property was transferred to 
the Side of the People. Many Accidents 
concurred to the ſame Effect. A Refor- 
mation in Religion was begun, by which 
that mighty Fabric of Church Power, e- 
rected on the Ruins of public Liberty, and 
adorned with the Spoils of the Crown it- 
ſelf, was happily attacked and overturned. 
A great Part of the immenſe Poſſeſſions of 
the Clergy was taken away, and moft of 
it fold to the Commons upon eaſy Terms. 
They had now a very confiderable Share 
of the Lands of England, and a ftill grea · 
ter Treaſure in their Commerce, which 
they were beginning to extend and im- 
prove. 'Their Riches ſecured their Inde- 
pendancy ; the Clergy feared them, and 
the Nobles could not hurt them. In this 
State Queen Elizabeth found the Parlia- 
ment The Lords and Commons were nigh 
upon a Level, and the Church in a decent 
Subordination. She was the Head of this 
well-proportioned Body, and ſypremely | 
directed all its Motions. - Thus, what F 
mixe 


CCC DRE 
nixed Forms of Government ſeldom hap- 
petis, there was no Conteſt tor Power in 
the Legiſlature; becauſe no Part was fo 
high as to be uncontrouled, or fo low as 
to be oppreſt. A Reformation of Religion 
was compleatly eſtabliſhed by this excel- 
lent Princeſs, which entirely reſcued the 
Nation from that foreign Yoke, the 
Pope had impoſed upon it for ſo many 
Centuries, and from the Dominion of Su- 
perſtition, he worſt of all Slavery, The 
next great Benefits that ſhe conferred upon 
her Subjects, were the Extenſion of Com- 
merce into all Parts of the World, and 
the Foundation of their maritime Power, 
which is their true, natural Greatneſs. Un- 
der her it begun, and ſhe lived to carry 1t 
toſuch a Heigth, as to make them really 
Lords of the Sea, an Empire more glorious 
than that of the Sophi our Maſter, and 
richer than that of the Mogul. In doing 
this, ſhe did more for England than her 
greateſt Predeceſſors had ever done, far 
more than thoſe who conquered France, 
though they could have ſecured. it to their 
Polterity, Theſe were the Ans by which 

| ſhe 
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ſhe ruled, and by theſe ſhe was able to pre. 
ſerve her Authority, nay, and to extend it 
further upon certain Occaſions than very 
abſolute Princes could do, even while ſhe 
aſſiſted her People in the corroborating 
and confirming their Liberty. The Strength 
of her Power was their Satisfaction, and 
every other Happineſs followed that, as 
every Misfortune and Diſgrace is ſure to 
attend on their Diſcontent. 


0559988520990 75055000 
DR , 
| SeLIM 70 MIRZA ar Iſpahan. 


From London. 

Ended my laſt Letter with the F elicity 

L of Elizabeth's Reign: Very different 

was that of her Succeſſor Fames the Firſt; 
For his Character and Conduct were the 
reverſe of hers. He endeavoured to break 
the Balance of the Government by her ſo 
wiſely fixed, and wanted to be greater. 
than Her, 8 one Quality that could 


render him capable of filling ber Place. He 
had 


had neither Courage, Ability, nor Addreſs: 


He was contemned both at Home and 
Abroad; his very Favourites did not love 
him, though he was governed by them in 
every thing; nor did they maintain their 
Dominion by his Aﬀections fo much as by 
his Fears. Vet this meane/# of Kings made 
great Advanees towards abſolute Power, 
and would have compleatly obtained it, 
if he could have found Means to have in- 
troduced the ſame Luxury into the Nation, 
as he did into the Court, with the conſtant 


Attendant of Luxury the ſame Corruption. 


But the Virtue infuſed by Elizabeth into 
the Maſs of the People, and the Indigence 
of the Crown, ſtopt the Contagion from 
ſpreading ſo far: The Commons reliſted 
it, though the Lords and the Biſhops did 
not, and ſome Check was given to the De- 


ſigns of the King, yet not enough for the 


ſecuring of Liberty, or preventing the 
Evils his Conduct prepared tor the follow- 
ing Reign. The Clergy, whom he at- 
tached to his Intereſts by favouring theirs, 
or what they took to be theirs, more than 


a wife Prince would, or a good Prince ought 
| to 
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to have done, were very afſiftant to him, 
by preaching up Notions which he and 
they ſeem to have borrowed from our Re- 
ligion, of a Right divine in Kings, nci- 
ther derived from human Laws, nor to 
be limited by them, and other ſuch Mabo- 
metan Tenets, that had never been heard 
of before inthis Country : Yet there were 


many who diſliked theſe Innovations, and 


their Oppoſi tion hindered them from taking 
deep Root in any Minds but thoſe of the 
Royal Family. Theſe obſtinate Proteſ- 


tants and Patriots were branded with the 
Name of Puritans, and much hated by 


James, and Charles his Son, who, upon 
the Deceaſe of the former, ſucceeded to 
his Kingdoms, his Notions, and his De- 


ſigns. He had many better Qualifications 
than his Father, but as wrong a Judgment, 


and greater Obſtinacy. He carried his 


Affection for the Clergy, and Abhorrence 
of the Puritans, to an Exceſs of Bigottry 
and Rage. He agreed fo ill with his 
Parliaments, that he ſoon grew weary of 
them, and reiblved to be troubled with 


no more: None were, called for twelve 
Years 


, 


. 


— _— 
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Years together, and all that time he ga- 
verned as deſpotically as the Sophi of Per- 


| a, The Laws were either openly in 


fringed, or explained in the Manner bs 


directed: He levied Money upon his Sub- 
je&ts againſt Privileges expreſly confirmed 
by himſelf. In ſhorr, his Paſſion for Power 


might have been fully gratified, if his 
more prevailing one to Bigottry had not 
engaged him in a ſenſeleſs Undertaking, 

of forcing the ſame Form of Worſhip upon 
his Subjects in Scotland, as he had declared 
himſelf ſo warmly for in England. It is 
fafer to attack Men in their civil Rights, 
than their religious Opinions: The Scots, 
who had acquieſced under Tyranny, took 


up Arms againſt Perſecution, Their In- 


ſurrection made it neceſſary to call a Par- 
liament; it met, but was inſtantly diſſolved 
by the intemperate Folly of the Court. 
All Hopes of better Meaſures were put 
an End to by this laſt Provocation. The 


Lets marched into England, and were re- 


ceived by the Engliſh, not as Enemies, but 
as Brothers and Allies: The King, unable 
to oppoſe them, was compelled to ask the 
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AJ of another Parliament. A Parliament 
met, exaſperated with the Oppreſſions of ff. 
teen Years : The principal Members were 
Men of the greateſt Capacity, Courage 
and Virtue, firmly united among them. 
ſelves, and whom the Court could neither 
corrupt nor intimidate. They reſolved to 
make Ule of the Opportunity to redreſs their 
Grievances, and ſecure their Liberty ; the 
King granted every thing that was neceſſaty 
to either of thoſe Ends, except ſuch Secur. 
ties as might have been turned againſt hin- 
ſelf: But what, perhaps, was really Concg: 
Jon, had the Appearance of Conftraint, and 
therefore gained neither Eratitude nor Con- 
fdence The Nation could no longer | 
truſt the King; or, if it might, particular 
Men could not; and the Support of thoſe 
particular Men was become a national Con- 
cern They had expoſed themſelves by 
ſerving the Public; the Public therefore 
judged that it was bound in Juſtice to de- 
fend them. Nor indeed was it poſſible, 
when the Work of Reformation was be- 
gun, after ſo long a Denial of Juſtice, t0 
keep a People ſore with the Remembrance 
of Injuries received, and Satisfaction te- 


fuſed, 


<p A 


juſed, within the Bounds of a proper Mo- 
deration. Such a Sobriety is much eaſier 
in Speculation than it ever was in Practice. 
Thus partly for the Safety of their Lea- 
ders, and partly from a Jealouſy of his 
Intentions too juſtly conceived, the Par- 
liament drew the Sword againſt the King: 


But the Sword, when drawn, was no lon- 


ger theirs ; it was quickly turned againſt 
them by thoſe to whoſe Hands they truſted 
it: The honeſteſt and wiſeſt of both Par- 
ties were out-witted and over-powered by 
Villains: The King periſhed, and the 
Conſtitution periſhed with him. 

A private Man, whoſe Genius was called 
forth by the Troubles of his Country, and 
formed in the Exerciſe of Faction, uſurped 
the Government. His Character was as 
extraordinary as his Fortune: He had an 
Air of Enthufiaſm which gained all thoſe 
who were real Enthuliaſts (the Number 
of whom was great in thoſe Days) and 
put him at their Head. That he was one 


himſelf in ſome Degree may be ſuppo- 


ſed, notwithſtanding the Prudence wirh 
which he conducted all his Deſigns; be- 
1 Caule 
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= the ſame Spark of Enthufiaſm which 
makes common Men mad, may, in certain 
Conjunctures only capacitate others of 
ſuperior Abilities to undertake and per- 
form extraordinary Things. Whether Cyom. 
duell was one of theſe, or acted entirely 
from political Cunning, the Times he 
lived in could not diſcover, and much leſs 


can the preſent. Thus far is certain, that, 


by an uncommon Appearance of Zeal, by 
great Addreſs, and great Valour, he firſt 
inflamed the Spirit of Liberty into Extra- 
dagance, andatterwards duped and awed it 
into Submiſſion. He trampled on the Lays 
of the Nation, but he raiſed the Glory 
of it; and it is hard to fay which he de- 
ſerved 'moſt, a Halter or a Crown. 

It the Enthuſiaſts of his own Party 
would have permitted him to have taken 
the Title of King as well as the Power, 
it ts probable the Royalty might have been 
fixed in his Family by a well-modeld and 
laſting Eftabliſhment. He ſhewed a great 
Defire to carry that Point, and I hae 
heard him compared in this Inſtance to 


Fulius Ceſar, a great Roman General, 


Who, 


who, 


try by 


of mo! 
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who, like him, having maſtered his Coun- 
| try by its own Arms, and being poſſeſt 
of more than the Power of a King, was ſo. 
fond of adding the Name to it, that it coſt 
him his Life. But the two Caſes are 
totally different. What in the Roman was 
a weak Vanity, and below the reſt of his 
Character, was in the Eugliſoman ſolid 
good Senſe. The One could not take that 
Name without deſtroying he Forms of the 
Roman Conſtitution, the other could not 
preſerve the Forms f the Engliſh Conſtitu- 
tion without taking that Name. He there- 
fore did wiſely in ſeeking it; but not 
being able to bring his own Friends to 
conſent to it, or to do it againſt their Op- 
poſition, he could make no Settlement 
of the Government to out-laſt his own 
Lite: For it is hardly poſſible from the 
Nature of Things, that a Dominion new- 
ly acquired ſhould long be maintained in' 
any Country, if the ancient Forms and 
Names are not kept up. Immediately after 
tne Death of this great Man, all Order 
was loſt in the State: Various 'Tyrannies 


were ſet up, and deftroyed each orher ; 
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but all ſhewed a Republic to be impracti. 
cable. At laſt, the Nation growing weary 


of ſuch wild Confuſion, agreed to recal 


the baniſned Son of their murdered King, 


not for his Sake, but for the Sake of the 


Monarch, which all the Nation defired 


to reſtore; and ſo inconſiderate was the 


Zeal of thoſe Times, that they reſtored 
it without any Limitations, or any Conditi- 
ons made for the Public. Thus the Fruits ofa 


tedious civil War were lightly and careleſſy 


thrown away by too haſty a Paſſion for Re- 
poſe. The Conſtitution revived indeed again, 
but revived as /ickly as before : The ill Hu- 
mours which ought ro have been purged 


away by the violent Remedies that had 


been uſed, continued as prevalent as ever, 
and naturally broke out in the ſame Dit- 
rempers. The King wanted to ſer himſelf 
above the Law ; wicked Men encouraged 
this Diſpoſition, and many good Men were 
weak enough to comply with it, out ot 
Averſion to thoſe Principles of Reſiſtance 


which they had ſeen ſo fatally abuſed. 


LET. 


00 


T0” 257 
ee, 

LETTER LXII. 
SELIM to Mirza at Iſpahan. 


From London. 

H E Methods purſued by Charles the 
Second, in the Conduct of his Go- 
yvernment, were in many Reſpects diffe- 
rent from his Father's, though the Purpoſe 
of both was much the ſame. The Father 
always bullied his Parliaments ; the Son 
endeavoured to corrupt them : The Father 
obſtinately retuſed ro change his Miniſters, 
becauſe he really eſteemed them as honeſt 
Men: The Son very eaſily changed his, 
becauſe he thought they were all a/ike diſ- 
honeſt, and that his Deſigns might as well 
be carried on by one Knave as by another: 
The Father was a Tool of the Clergy, and 
a Perſecutor, out of Zeal for his Religion; 
the Son was almoſt indifferent to Reli- 
gion, but ſerved the Paſſions of his Clergy 
againſt the Diſſenters from Motives of 
Policy : The Father deſi red to be abſolute 
3 af. 
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4 Home, but to make the Nation reſpec- 
table Abroad: The Son aſſiſted the King 
of France in his Invaſions on the Liberties 
of Europe, that, by his Help, he might 
maſter thoſe of England > Nay, he was 


even a Penſioner to France, and by ſo vile 


a Proſtitution of his Dignity, ſet an Exam- 
ple to the Nobility of his Realm, to ſell 
their Honour likewiſe for a Penſion; an Ex- 
ample, the ill Effects of which have been 
felt too ſenſibly ever ſince. 

Yer with all theſe Vices and Imperfec- 
tions in the Character of Charles the ſecond, 
there was ſomething ſo bewitching 1n his 
Behaviour, that the Charms of it prevailed 
on many to connive at the Faults of his 
Government: And, indeed, nothing can 
be ſo hurtful to a Country, which has Li- 
berties to defend, as a Prince who knows 
how at the ſame time to make himſelf de 
potic and agreable This was eminently 
the Talent of Charles the ſecond, and what 
is moſt ſurpriſing, he poſſeſt it without 
any great Depth of Underſtanding. 

But the principal Inſtrument of his bad 
Intentions, was a general Depravity of 
| Manners, 


| 2.59 
Manners, With which he took Pains to in- 
fect his Court, and they the Nation. All 
Virtues, both public and private, were 
openly ridiculed, and none were allowed 
to have any Talents for Wit or Buſineſs, 
who pretended to any Senſe of Honour, or 
Regard to Decency. 

The King made great Uſe of theſe new 
Notions, and they proved very pernicious 
to the Freedom, as well as Morals of his 
Subjects: Bur an Indolence, natural to his 
Temper, was ſome Check to his Defigns ; 
and, fond as he was of arbitrary Power, 
he did not purſue it any further than was 
conſiſtent with his Pleaſure and Repoſe. 

His Brother, who bore a great Sway in 
his Government, had changed his Reli- 
gion abroad, as the King himſelf had alſo 
done, but with this Ditterence, that the 
latrer retained almoſt as little of that 
which he embraced, as of that which he 
forſook ; whereas the former was a Bigot 
to Popery, and known to be ſuch, while 
tne Change of the King was: a Secret to 
moſt of his Subjects. The Fear of a Popifh 


Succeſſor raiſed great Diſcontent, and great 
Diſorders 
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Diſorders in the Nation: The Houſe of 


Commons paſſed a Bill for excluding that 
Prince from the Crown, founded un- 
doubtedly in Juſtice and Reaſon ; but the 


Firmneſs of the King in that gi. Point, 
the Complaiſance of the Lords, the N. 
louſy the Church entertained of the Dif- 
ſenters, the Scruples of thoſe who thought 


_ hereditary Right divine and indefeaſable, 


and, above all, the Fear of being involved 


ina new civil War, which alarmed many 


well-meaning People from a Mixture of 
Faction that had diſcovered itſelf in ſome 
of the Characters, and in ſome of the Mea- 
ſures by which the national Cauſe was then 
carried on, fruſtrated the Attempt 70 change 
the Succeſſi on, as the Obſtinacy of thoſe 
engaged in that Attempt did all Expedients 
to limit the Succeſſor. The unhappy Ad- 
vantages all this gave to the King made 
him a great deal more abſolute in the laft 
Years of his Reign than in all the fore- 
going ones; and, upon his Demiſe, brought 
his Brother i in Peace and Triumph to the 
'Throne. He had not been long ſeated 
there before he convinced the moſt at- 

| tached 
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cached to his Party, that the Apprehenſi- 
ons conceived of him, and the Deſign of 
excluding him had been too juft. All that 
the Spirit of Bigottry could add to a 
Temper in itſelf harſh and violent, appeared 
in his Government: All that a weak Un- 
derflanding, madly condutted, could under- 
take, was undertaken : Arbitrary Power 
was the Means uſed, and the End deſigned 
was a Change of Religion. Happy was 
it for England that this End ſo plainly 


declared itſelf : It rouſed even thoſe whom 
no Danger to Liberty could have ever a- 


larmed, and taught the Preachers of Von- 
rejiftance to reſiſt. A Revolution was evi- 
dently neceſſary to fave the Whole, and 
that Neceſſity produced one, —— 

King James the ſecond loft his Crown, 
and the Nation gave 1t to their Deliverer 
the Prince of Orange The Government 
was ſettled on a firmer Foundation, agre- 
able to the antient Saxon Principles from 
which it had declined ; and by a Happi- 
neſs peculiar to itſelf, grew ftronger from 
the Shocks it had ſuftained. 
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LYY YER xt; 
SELIM 70 Mrzza at. Iſpahan. 


From London. 


H E firſt Advantage gained by the 
Engliſþ Nation in the Change of 
choir Government, was the utter Extin&i- 
on of thoſe vain and empty Phantomes of 


hereditary indefeaſavle Right, and a Power | 
ſuperior to Law, which King Fames the firſt 


had con jured up, to the great Diſturbance 
With Fames 
the ſecond they were expelled, nor can 
they ever be brought back again with any 
Proſpect of Succeſs, but by that Family 
alone, which claims from him: For which 
Reaſon it will eternally be the Intereſt of 
the People of England not to ſuffer ſuch a 
Claim to prevail; but to maintain an Efta- 
bliſhment which is founded on the Balis 
of their Liberty, and from which their 
Liberty cannot be ſeparated, unleſs the 
Rights of both are deſtroyed. 


As 


As the Parliament ' plainly diſpoſed. of 


the Crown in altering the Succeſſion, the 
Princes who have reigned ſince that Time, 
could pretend to none but a parliamentary 
Title, and the fame Force as the Legiſla- 
ture could give to that, it alſo gave to che 
Privileges of rhe Subject. 

The Word Loyalty, which had long 
been miſapplied, recovered its original and 
proper Senſe ; it was now underſtood to 
mean no more than a due Obedience to the 
Authority of the King, 1n Conformity to 
the Laws, inftead of a bigotted Compli- 
ance to the Will of the King, in Oppoſi- 
tion to the Laws. 

How great an Advantage this mult be, 
will appear by reflecting on the Miſchiefs 
that have been brought upon this Country 
in particular, from rhe wrong Interpreta- 
tion of certain Names. But this is not the 
only Benefit that enſued from that happy 
Revolution. I Prerogative of the Crown 
had been till then ſo ill defined, that the 
full Extent of it was rather ſtopt by the 
Degree of Prudence in the Government, 
or of Impatience in the People, than by the 

Letter 
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2.64 
Letter of the Law : Nay, it ſeemed as if 
in many Inſtances the Law allowed a Pow. 
er to the King, entirely deſtructive to 
itſelf. Thus Princes had been often made 


plained of as Oppreſſion, was a legal Exer- 
Ciſe of the Rights of the Crown; and no 
Wonder, it, in diſputable Points, they 
decided the Queſtion in Favour of their 
own Authority. | 
But now the Bounds of Prerogative were 
marked out by expreſs Reſtrictions ; the 
Courſe of it became regular and fixed, and 
could no longer move obliquely to the 
Danger of the general Syſtem. 

Let me allo obſerve to thee, that where- 
as before, to govern by Parliaments wis 
the Policy only of good and wiſe Princes, 
after this Period, it may be conſidered in 
a different Light, becauſe all Expedients 
of governing otherwiſe are plainly imprac- 


conforming the Government to the Senſe of tht 
People. I will explain this to thee more 
diſtinctly when I write again. In the mean 


while, let me a little reeal thy Thoughts 
from 


to believe, that what their Subjects com- 


ticable, and it may not always imply 4 


8 if 
We 


| 265 
from paſt Events, and the Hory of Eng- 


land, to the Remembrance and Love of 


thy faithful Selim, who is not become ſo 
much an Engliſoman as to forget his na- 
tive Perſia, but perpetually ſighs for his 
Friends and Country amidſt all that en- 
gages his Attention in a foreign Land. 


r . 
LETTER LXV. 


SLIM ro Mirza at Iſpahan. 


From London. 


H E ancient Revenues of the Kings 
L of England, conſiſted chiefly in a 
large Demeſn of Lands, and certain Rights 
and Powers reſerved to them over the 
Lands held of the Crown; by Means of 


which they ſupported the Royal Dignity 
without the immediate Aſſiſtance of the 


People, except upon extraordinary Occa- 


tions. But in Proceſs of Time, the Extra- 


vagance of Princes, and the R apaciouſneſs 


of Favourites having waſted the beſt Part 


ok this Eſtate, and their Succeſſors endea- 


22 vouring 
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vouring to repair it by a ty rannical Abuſe 


of thoſe Rights and Powers, ſome of 


them, which were found to be moſt grie- 
vous, were brought off by the Parliament, 
with a fixed Eſtabliſhment for the bias 


renance of the Houſhold, compoſed of cer- 


rain Taxes yearly raiſed, and — 
thereto. 


But after the Expulſion of the Starts the | 


Expence of the Government being aug- 
mented for the Defence of the Succeſſion, 
the Crown was conſtrained to apply to Par- 
liament, not only for the Maintenance of 
Its Houſhold, which was ſettled at the 


Beginning of every Reign, and in every 


Reign conſiderably encreaſed; not only for 


extraordinary Supplies, to which End Par- 


liaments anciently were called; but tor 
the ordinary Service of the Vear. 

Thus a continual Dependance on che 
People became neceſſary to Kings, and 
they were ſo truly the Servants of the 
Public, that they received the Wages of it 
in Form, and were obliged to the Parlia- 
ment for the Means of exerciſing the Roy- 
alty, as well as for the Right th ey had to 

| claim 
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claim it. Nor can this ſalutary Dependance 
ever ceaſe, except the Parliament itſelf 
ſnould. give it up, by impowering the King 
to raiſe Money without limiting the Sum, 
or /pecifying the Services. Such Conceſſions 
are ablurd in their own Nature; for it a 
Prince is afraid to truſt his People with a 
Power of ſupplying his Neceſſities upon a 
thorough Knowledge of them, the People 
have no Encouragement to truſt their 
Prince, or, to ſpeak more properly, his 
Miniſter, with ſo blind and undetermined 
an Authority. 


CR ICI I CIC IN ICINING 
LETTER LAYLI 
SLIM to Mirza at Iſpahan. 


From London. 


O U have ſeen in my laſt, that from 
the time of King Fames's Expulſion, 
annual Meetings of Parliament were be- 
come neceſſary to the carrying on the Go- 
vernment. But that the Repreſentatives 


of the People from too long a Delegation 
"Ea "of 
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of their Authority might not forget 5) 
whom, and for what it was given them; 


and that the People might be enabled to 


correct a bad Choice, which Experience 
ſhould prove to be ſuch, it was thought ex- 
pedient not long after to paſs a Law for 
the chuſing a zew- Parliament at the End 
of every Three Tears. This Term has been 
ſince prolonged to Seven, I think for very 
good Reaſons; becauſe the Country-Inte- 
reſt could not ſupport the redoubled Ex- 
pence of conteſting with Court-Corruption 
ſo much oftner than now, and there are 
no good Grounds to ſuppoſe that the Ef- 
forts on that Side would be much leſs for 
a Triennial than a Septennial Parliament, 
a Majority in that being equally neceſſary 
to a Court as in zhis So that the Attacks 
would be the fame, or near the ſame, and 
the Reſiſtance much weaker on the Side 
of the People. If then the Good propoſed 
by ſhortening the Term be very. uncer- 
tain, 1t muſt be conſidered that very great 
and certain Evils attend upon frequent 
Elections, viz. the inflaming of Party- 
Diviſions, depraving the Morals of the 

9 People, 


It 
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no little Weight. However, this is a 
Point about which I have found the beſt 
Men differ, and which thou wilt therefore 
conſider as more problematical than others 
I have mentioned before. I now return 
to my Hiſtory. . 
Among other Advantages gained to Li- 
berty at this. its happy Reftoration, a free 


Exerciſe of their Religion was allowed to 


thoſe who differ from the Rites of the 
Engliſp Church, which has been continued 
and ſecured to them ever ſince, with ſome 
ſhort Interruptions, which even the Party 
that cauſed them, is now aſhamed of. Nor 
has any thing contributed more than this, 


to the Peace and Happineſs of the Govern- 


ment, by gaining it the Affection of all 
its Subjects, and taking from the Spirit of 
Faction a Pretence, and a Strength, of 
which it has often made a very bad Uſe. 

I muſt alſo obſerve to thee, that, from 
this Period a different Temper has ſhewn 
itſelf in the Clergy of England. They are 
become better Friends to Liberty, better 
Subjects, better Eugliſpmen, than they 
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had uſually been either before, or ſince the 
Reformation. Some among them have 
writ in Defence of the religious and civil 
Rights of Mankind with as free a Spirit, 
and as much Force of Learning and Ar- 
gument as any Layman has ever done; a 
Merit peculiar to themſelves, and to which 
no ci her Clergy in the whole World can pre- 
tend. The Generality of them are now 
very moderate, quiet and uſeful Members 
of the Commonwealth, in due Submiſſion to 
the civil Authority, and deſiring nothing 
but what they deſerve, the Protection of 
Government in the Enjoyment of their juſt 
Rights. They who would deny them that, 
are themſelves Perſecutors, Diſturbers of | 
Government, and very bad Members of the i 
Commonwealth. 4 
This Succeſſion was facilitated and ſe- | 


cured by the Union of Scotland with Eng- 
land ; and Great Britain became infinitely 1 
ranger, by being undivided, entire, and | 
n an I}land. | 
One Condition of that Union, was hs | 
admitting ſixteen Scotch Peers, choſen by 
the whole Body of the Peerage, into the | 
Engl 
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_ i Houſe of Lords, but upon a Te- 
nure very different from the reft, being to 
ſit there only for the Duration af the Par- 
liament, at the End of which, a new E- 
lection muſt be made. It thols Elections 
are free and uninfluenced, this Alteration in 
the Engliſb Conſtitution, may prove very 
much to its Advantage, becauſe ſuch a 
Number of independent Votes will balance 


any Part of the Houſe of Peers, over which 


the Court may have obtained too great an 
Influence; but if they ſhould ever be cho- 
ſen by Corruption, and have no Hopes of 
ſitting there again, except by an unconſtit u- 
tional Dependence on the Favour of a Courr, 
then ſuch a Number added to the others, 
would grievoully endanger theConſticution, 
and the Houſe of Lords, inſtead of being, 
as 1t ought, a mediating Power between the 
Crown and the People, would become a ſort 
of Anti- chamber to the Court, a mere Of- 
fice for executing and authoriſing the Pur- 
poſes of a Miniſter. 

I have now, my Dear Mirza, traced 
thee out a general Plan of the Exgliſh Con- 
{titution, and I believe thou wilt agree 


with 
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hardly be contrived, the only Misfortune j is, 
that ſo good a one can hardly be preſerved. 


The great Diſtinction between the an- 
cient Plan of it, and that which has taken | 
place ſince the Expulſion of the Stuarts is | 
this, that the firſt was 4% perfect, but bet. 
ter ſecured, becauſe the Nobility and People | 
had the Sword in their Hands ; whereas the | 


laſt is more regular, ſubject to fewer D, 
orders, and in the Frame. of it more free, 


but / ſecured, the Sword being only in 
the Hands of the King To which is added 
a vaſt Encreaſe of the Wealth of the 
Crown, and a mighty Influence gained to 
it by the Debts -of the Public, which 
have brought on new Taxes, new Powers | 


for the raiſing thoſe Taxes, of a very 
dangerous Nature, and a prodigious Mul- 


tiplication of Oficers wholly dependent 
upon the Court; from all which the Court 


has acquired new Means of Corruption, 
without any new efei7ual Securities againſt 
that Corruption being yet gained on the 


Side of the People. And this fort of 


Power is ſo much more to be feared than 
i | any 


with me upon the whole, that a better Can 


= 
any other, as it cannot be exerciſed with- 
out depraving the Morals, and debaſing the 
Spirit of the whole People, which in the 
End would not only enſlave them, but 
render their Servitude voluntary, deſerved, 
and remedileſs. 


ee 
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Sri III 70 Mirza at Iſpahan. 


N former Reigns, when Parliaments 
were laid aſide, for any length of Time, 
the whole Authority of the State was lodged 
in a Privy Council, by the Advice and 
Direction of which, all Affairs were carried 
on. But theſe Counſellors being choſen by 
the King, and depending on his Favour, 
were too apt to adviſe ſuch Things only, 
as they knew would be moſt agreeable; and 
thus che Intereſts of the Nation were-otten 
 facrificed to the Profit and Expectations of 
a few Particulars. Vet ſtill, as on extraor- 
dinary Occaſions, the K ing might be forced 
to call a Parliament, the Fear of it was 
1 | 5 ſome 
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ſome Check to their moceetioes; ann a 


Degree of Caution was natural to Men 


who foreſaw they ſhould ſooner or later 
be called to an Account. 
poſe, that any future Prince could wholly 


inſluence the Election of a Parliament, and 
make the Members of it dependent on bim- 
ſelf, what would be the Difference between 
Council? 


that Parliament and a Privy 
Would it ſpeak the Senſe of the Nation, 
or of the Court? 
the People be conſidered in it, or that of 


their Repreſentatives? 'They would only | 


differ -in this Reſpect, that one, having 


no Power above it, might be abſolutely 
free from all Reſtraint, which, with the 


Terror of a Parliament hanging over it, 
the other never could. 


Luhis is the only imaginable Method, by 
which the Liberty of the Engli/þ Nation | 

can be attacked with any Succeſs; but thou 

wilt ask to what End ſhould an Attack of | 


this Nature be made. Why ſhould a King of 
England go about to deſtroy a Conſtitu- 
tion, the Maintenance of which would 


Tender him both Great aud Happy ? : 


But let us ſup- 


Would the Intereſt 1 


Was te 


in rel 
Wort 
are de 
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_ 
I reply, that a King indeed can have 
no reaſonable Inducement to make ſuch an 
Experiment, but a Miniſter may find it ne- 
ceſſary for his own Support; and happy 
would it have been for many Countries, if 
the Ma/ter's Intereſt had been conſidered 
by the Servant half ſo warmly as the Ler- 
vant's by the Maſter. 
| If a Man who travels through Italy 
| was to ask, what Advantage all the Wealth 
in religious Houſes, and all the idolatrous 
Worſhip paid there, are to the Saints they 
are dedicated to? The Anſwer muſt be, 
Of none at all. But the Priefts, who are 
rally Gainers by them, know that 
they abuſe the People to very good Pur- 
pole ; and make uſe of a venerable Name, 
not from any Regard they have to it, but 
to raiſe their own Greatneſs, {ſwell their 
own Pride, and cover and ſecure their own. 
Extortion. | 
By the Weakneſs theretore of Princes, 
the Arts of Miniſters, and the Seduction 
of the People againſt their on Intereſts, 
the Conſtitution of Englaud only can pe- 
th, and probably will periſh at laſt. This 
; will 
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will happen ſooner or later, as more or 
leſs Care is taken by thoſe whoſe Duty it 
is to watch over it. I am not ignorant 
that there are ſome viſionary Men, who | 
dream of Schemes to perpetuate ir beyond 
all Poſſibility of future Change: But 1 
have always thought the ſame of Political 
Projects to render aGovernment,as of Chy. | 
mical Projects to render a Man immortal. * 


3 


Such a Grand Elixir cannot be found; and | 
thoſe who would rzamper with States in 5 0 
Hopes of procuring them that mortal. 8 
ty, are the moſt unfit to preſcribe to them wy 25 
of all Men in the World. Bur at the i 4 , 
ſame Time that I know this, I alſo know, gen > 
that the Date of a Government may be Pad 
prolonged by proper and ſalutary Reme- had my 


dies, applied by thoſe who ' underſtand its RE 
true Nature, and join to ſpeculative Wil- ab 
dom, Experience and Temper. Nor ſhould - jo. 
I think it at all a better Excuſe for aſſiſt- hi 
ing to ruin the Conſtitution of my Coun- Dp. 
try, that it muſt come to an End, and per- „nne 
haps begins to decay, than for joining in the W mation 
Murder of my Father, that he mu, die 4 and ſet 
laſt, and begins to grow old. | Is 


LET: 
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LETTER LXVII. 
SELIM 70 Mixza at Iſpahan. 


| From London. 
HE other Morning, a Friend of 
mine came to me, and told me, with 
the Air of one who brings an | agreeable 
Piece of News, that there was a Lady 
who moſt paſſionately deſired the Pleaſure 
of my Acquaintance, and had commiſſion- 
ed him to carry me to ſee her.— I will not 
deny to thee, that my Vanity was a little 
flattered with this Meſſage: I fancied ſhe 
had ſeen me in ſome public Place, and 
taken a Liking to my Perſon ; not being 
able to comprehend what other Motive 
could make her ſend for a Man ſhe was a 
Stranger to in ſo free and extraordinary a 
Manner. I painted her in my own Imagi- 
nation very young, and very handſome, 
and ſet out with moſt pleaſing Expecta- 
tions, to ſee the Conqueſt I had made: 
But when I arrived at the Place of Aſſig- 
ä nation, 
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his Hand, which he was reading to her 
with all the Emphaſis of an Author. 


My coming in obliged him to break off, 
which put him a good deal out of Hu- | 
mour ; but the Lady, underſtanding who 
I was, received me with great Satisfaction, 
and told me, ſhe had long had a Curioſity 
to be acquainted with a Mahometan For | 
you muſt know, faid ſhe, that I have ap- 
plied myſelf particularly to the Study of | 
Theology, and by profound Meditation and | 
Enquiry have formed a Religion of my | 
own, much better than the vulgar one in | 
all Reſpects. I never admit any-body tomy | 
Houle, who 1s not diſtinguiſhed from the 
common Herd of Chriſtians by ſome extra- | 
ordinary Notion in Divinity: All theſe | 
Gentlemen are eminently Heretical, each 
They are | 


ina Way peculiar to himſelf : 


ſo good to do me the Honour of inſtructing | 
me in their ſeyeral Points of Faith, and | 
ſubmit their Opinions to my Judgment. 

Thus 


nation, I found a little old Woman very 
dirty, encircled by four or. five ſtrange | 
Fellows, one of whom had a Paper in 
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Thus, Sir, I have compoſed a private Syſ- 
tem, which muſt neceſſarily be perfecter 
than any, becauſe it is collected our of 


all; but to compleat it, I want a little 


of the Koran, a Book which I have heard 
ſpoken of mighty handſomely by many 
learned Men of my Acquaintance : And I 
aſſure you, Sir, I ſhould have a very good 
Opinion of Mahomet himſelf, if he was not 
a little too hard upon the Ladies. Be ſo 
kind therefore to initiate me in your My/te- 
ries, and you ſhall find me "uy docile and 
very grateful. 

Madam, replied'I in iet Confuſion, I 
did not come to England as a Miſſionary, 
and was never verſed in religious Diſputa- 
tion. But if a Perſau Tale would enter- 
tain you, I could tell you one that the 
Eaftern Ladies are mighty fond of. 

A Perſian Tale cried ſhe ; have you 
the Inſolence to offer me a Per/zan Tale / 
Really, Sir, I am not uſed to be ſo at- 
fronted. 


At theſe Words, he retired into her 
Cloſer, with her whole Train of Metaphy- 
NES J. claus, 
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ficians, and left my Friend and me to go 


away, as unworthy of any further Com- 
munion with her. 


S289: 0000000000002 BIG 
SKK 0 
SeLIiM to Mizxza at Iſpahan. 


From Longop. 


preſent State of Europe ? I will 
give It thee in very few Words.—There 
is one Nation in it, which thinks of nothing 


but how to prey upon the others, while the 


others are entirely taken up with preying 
upon themſelves. There is ne Nation where 


Particulars take a Pride in the Glory of 


their Country; while in the others no 
Glory is conſidered, but that of raiſing or 
improving a vaſt Eſtate. There is ove Na- 
tion which, though able in Negociation, 
puts its principal Confidence in the Sword ; 
while the others truſt wholly to the Pen, 
though much leſs capable of uſing it with 


Advantage. 'T here is one Nation which | 


in- 


Ould'ſt thou know, Mirza, the 
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verily purſues a great Plan of general 
Dominion, while the others are purſuing 
little Intereſts, through a Labyrinth of 
Changes and Contradictions. What, Mirza, 
doſt thou think will be the Conſequence? 
Is it not probable that 2h Nation will in 
the End be Lord of all the reſt ? It cer- 
tainly muſt—One Thing only can hinder 
it, which 1s, that the Fear of falling un- 
der that Yoke, when the Peril appears to 
be imminent, may raiſe a different Spirit 
in all thoſe Nations, and work out their 
Safety from their Danger itſelf. 


N e . .. wa ax . n. r. M. a. &. x 
LETTER LXX. 
in to Mirza at Iſpahan. 


From London. 
WAS the other Day in a Coffee-houſe, 
where I found a Man declaiming upon 
the preſent State of Pera, and ſo warm 
tor the Intereſts of Tamas Kouli Kan, our 
invincible General,* that if it had not 


os been 


By theſe Words it appears, that theſe Letters were 
writ before Tamas Kouli Kan uſurped the Throne. 
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been for his Language and Dreſs, I ſhould | 
have taken him for a Perſian. 

Sir, faid I, are you acquainted with 
Tamas Kouli K au, that you concern your- 
ſelf thus about him? No, ſaid he, I was 
never out of England; but I love the Per- 
liaus for being Enemies to the Turks. 

What Hurt have the Turks done you, 
anſwered I, that you bear ſuch Enmity 
againſt chem ? 3 

Sir, replied he, I am 00 they ſhould | 
hurt the Emperor; whoſe F =—_ I have | 
always declared myſelf. 

I enquired of a Gentleman that at by 
me, who this FRIEND or IHR EMPEROR | 
might be? and was told that he was a | 
Dancing Maſter in St. ame s- Hreet. | 

For my Part (ſaid a young Gentleman 
finely dreſt, that ſtood ſipping a Dith of 
Tea by the Fire-ſide) I do not care it | 
Tamas Kouli Kan, and the Great Turk, | 
and all the Per/ans and Emperors in Zu- 
rope were at the Bottom of the Sea, pro- 
vided Farinelli be but fate. | 

The Indifference of this Gentleman ſur- 


priſed me more than the Importance of the | 
other. 5 It i 
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If you are concerned for Farinelli, ſaid 
a third (who, they told me, was a Chy- 
miſt) perſuade him to take my Drop, and 
that will ſecure him from the Humidity of 
the Engliſh Air, which may very much 
prejudice his Voice. 

Will it not alſo make a Man of him 
again, ſaid a Gentleman to the Doctor? 
After the Miracles we have been told it 
has performed, there is nothing more want- 


ing but ſuch a Cure to n its . 
tation. 


. 
LETTER LANE 
SelIx to Mizza at Iſpahan. 
From London. 
| A Friend of mine was talking to me 
ſome Days ago, of the Spirit of En- 
thuſiaſm, which appeared ſo ftrongly in 
the firſt Profeſſors of our Religion; and, 
as he pretended, in the Prophet himſelf : 
To that chiefly he afcribed their mighty 


Conqueſts, and obſerved, that there need- 
ed 
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ed nothing more to render them invincible, 
ſuch a Spirit being conſtantly attended 
with a Contempt of Pleaſure and of Eaſe, 
of Danger and of Pain.— If, ſaid he, the 
Enthuſiaſts of this Country, i in the Reign 
of Charles the firſt, had been united among 
themſelves, like the Arabians under Ma— 
homet and his Succeſſors, I make no Doubt, 
but they might have conquered all Europe : 
But unhappily their Enthuſiaſm was di- 
rected to different Points; ſome were Bi- 
gots to the Church of England, ſome to 
Calvin, ſome to particular Whimſies of 
their own ; one Set of them run mad for 
a Republic, others were no leſs out of 
their Wits in the Love of Monarchy ; fo 
that inſtead of making themſelves formida- 
ble to their Neighbours, they turned the 
Edge of their Fury againft each other, and 
deſtroyed all Peace and Order here at 
Home. Vet as much as our Anceſtors ſuf- 
fered then by the wrong Direction of their 
Zeal, I with the preſent Age may not 
ſuffer more by the tetal Want of it among 
us. There 1s ſo cold and lifeleſs an Un- 
concern to every 'Thing but a narrow, pri- 
yate 
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rate Intereſt; - we are ſo little in earneſt 


about Religion, Virtue, Honour, or the 
Good of our Country ; that unleſs ſome 
Spark of the ancient Fire ſhould revive, I 


am afraid we ſhall jeſt away our Liberties, . 


and all that is ſerious to our Happineſs. 
If the great Mr. Hampden had converſed 
with our modern Race of Wits, he would 
have been told, that it was a ridiculous Eu- 
_ thyfaſm, to trouble himſelf about a trifling 
Sum of Money, becauſe it was raiſed 
againſt the Privileges of the People; and 
that he might get a thouſand times more 
than he diſputed for, uy a prudent Sub- 


miſſion. 


i 


LETTER LXXII. 
Self 70 Mizza at Iſpahan. 


From Tan 


Here is a new Science produced in 
Europe of late Vears, entirely un- 
known to any former Age, or to any o- 
ther Part of the World, which is called 
TREATY 
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'TxEaTY LEARNING. I have been let into 
a general Idea of it, by a very ingenious 
Friend of mine, who has acquired a con- 
fiderable Talent in it, having ſerved an 


Apprenticeſhip of twenty Years under dif- | 


ferent Maſters in foreign Courts, and 
made, in a political Senſe, the Tour of Eu- 
rope. He tells me, it is a very extenſive 
Study; for not only he Rights of every 
Prince, but their Inclinations to the Rights 
of any other, are therein ſet forth and com- 
prehended. This has branched itſelf out 
into an Infinity of ſeparate and ſecret Arti- 
cles, Engagements, Counter-Engagements, 
Memorials, Remonſtrances, Declarations ; 
all which the Learned in this Science are 
required to know perfectly by Heart, that 
they may be ready upon Occaſion to apply 
them, or elude their Application, as the 
Intereſt of their Maſters ſnall demand. 
He ſhewed me ten or twelve Volumes 
lately publithed, conſiſting only of the 
Treaties Which have been made ſince the 
Beginning of this Century, four or five of 
which were quite filled with thoſe of 
England. 


Sure, | 
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Sure, ſaid I, this huge Heap of Nego- 
ciations could never have been employed 
about the Buſineſs of this little Spot of 
Earth for ſo ſmall a Space of Time as 
thirty Tears / No,——The Affairs of all 
Europe muſt be ſettled in them, for the next 
Century at leaſt. For the next Seffion of Par- 
liament, anſwered he; theſe political Ma- 
chines are ſeldom mounted to go longer 
than that Period, without being taken 70 
Pieces, or e e UP. 

Bur how, faid I, could England, which 
is an Iſland, be enough concerned in what 
paſſes on the Continent, to undergo all 
this Labour in adjuſting it? 

O, replied he, we grew weary of being 


confined within the narrow Verge of our own 


Intereſtis; we thought it looked more con/i- 
derable to expatiate, and give our Talents 
Room to play. Bur this was not the only 


End of our continual and reſtleſs Agita- 


tion: It may frequently be the Intereſt of 


_ a Minifter, if he find Things in a Calm, 


to trouble the Waters, and work upa Storm 
about him ; 1f nor to perplex and con- 
found thoſe above him, yet to embarraſs 

and 
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his Power. 

Perhaps too, chere might be ſtill a 
deeper Motive: Theſe Engagements are 
for the moſt Part pretty chargeable; and 
thoſe who are obliged to make them good, 
complain that they are much the poorer for 
them; but it is not ſure, that thoſe who 
form them are ſo too.— 

As far, ſaid I, as my little Obſervation 
can enable me to judge of theſe Affairs, 
the Multiplicity of your Treaties is as 


hurtful as the Multiplicity of your Laws. | 


In Aja, a few plain Words are found ſufh- 


cient to ſettle the Differences of Particu- | 


lars in a State, or of one State with ano- 
ther; but here you run into Volumes upon 
both; and what is the Effect of it? Why 
after great Trouble and great Expence, you 
are as far from a Deciſion as before; nay, 
often more puzzled and confounded. The 
only Diſtinction ſeems to be, that in your 


Law Suits, perplexing as they are, there 


is at laſt, a Rule of Equity to reſort to; but 
in the other Diſputes, the laſt Appeal is to 
the iniquitous Rule of Force, and Princes 
8 treat 


and intiinidgts the 22 or Rovals of 
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treat by the Mouths of their great Guns, 
which ſoon demoliſh all the Paper on both 


Sides, and tear to Pieces wary 'Cobweb of 
Mei 5 
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Seirm to MIRZA at Iſpahan. 


| | From London. 
WAS lately at a Tavern with a Ser of 
Company very oddly put together : 
There was a Country Gentleman, a Man 
of honeſt Principles, but extremely a Bi- 
got to his Religion, which was that of 
the Church of Rome; there was a Lawyer, 


who was a very good Proteſtant, moderate 


to thoſe who differed from him in Points of 
Belief, but zealous in the Cauſe of Civil 
Liberty; there was a Courtier who ſeemed 


not to believe any thing, and to be angry 


with every body that did. | 
This laſt, very rudely attacked the 
Faith of the poor Country Gentleman, 
and laid open to him the Frauds of the 
Roman Prieſthood, who, by ſlow, but re- 


* Degrees, bad erected ſuch a Ty ran- 
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ny over the Minds and Spirits of the Peo- 
ple, that nothing was too groſs for them to 
impoſe, or too arrogant to aſſume. He ſet 
forth the vaſt Difference between a Biſhop 
in the primitive Ages of Chriſtianity, and 
a Pope, with a tripple Crown upon his 
Head, and halt the Wealth of Chriſten- 
dom in his Treaſury. He lamented the 
Simplicity of thoſe, who, without looking 


back to the Original of Things, imagine 


that all is right which they find efabliſhed; 
and miſtake the Corruptions of a Syflem for 
the Stem itſelf. He inveighed againſt the 
Puſillanimity of others, who though they 
ſee the Corruptions, and deteſt them, yet 
ſuffer them to continue «reformed, only 
becauſe they have been tolerated ſo long; as 
if any Evil was Jeſs dangerous, by being 
grown Habitual. 

He concluded, by declaiming very elo- 
quently on the Uſe and Advantage of fre- 
thinking, that 1s, of doubting and exa- 
mining every Article propoſed to our Be- 
lief, which alone could detect theſe Impo- 
ſitions, and confound the ill Purpoſes of 


their Authors; mixing, in the OO 
| Is 
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his Talk, with theſe juſt Reflexions, many 
licentious Witticiſms againſt what all Religi- 
gion and all Philoſophy have ever accounted 
ſacred and venerable. 

His Antagonift had little to reply, but 
intrenched himſelf in the Neceſſity of ſub- 
mitting to the Authority of the Church, 
and the Danger of allowing private Fudg- 
ment to call in Queſtion her Deciſions. 

The Diſpute would have been turned 
into a Quarrel by the Zeal of one, and the 
Aſperity of the other, had not the Lawyer 
very ſeaſonably interpoſed, who, addreſ- 
ſing himſelf to the Advocate for F reedom, 
defired to know, whether Liberty in Tem- 
porals was not of Importance to Mankind, 
as well as Liberiy in Spirituals? How chen 
comes it, that you, who are ſo warm for 
the Maintenance of the laſt, are ſo notori- 
ouſly indifferent ro the firſt? 'To what 
ſhall we aſcribe the mighty Difference be- 
' tween your PoLITICAL and RELI610Us 
Fairy? and whence is it that the former 
is ſo caſy, and the latter ſo intractable? 
Can the who are thus quick-ſighted in 
che Frauds of Ecclefaſtical Dominion, fee 

Bb 2 no 


no 2 at all in their Civil! Rulers? 


Are the Impg/ticns leſs glaring or more to- 
lerable, which they both acquieſce in and 


ſupport, than thoſe which they ſo violent- 
ly oppoſe ? Let us take the very Inſtance 
you have given. Is a Pope more unlike 
to a Chriſtian Biſhop, than a ſole Miniſter to 
an Officer of a free State ® If you look back 
to the Original of Things, what Traces 
will you find of ſuch au Ofice® In what an- 
tient Conſtirution can you diſcover the 
Foundations of ſuch a Poten ? Is not this 
a moſt manifeſt Corruption, growing out of 
ten thouſand Corrupt ions, and naturally 
productive of ten thouſand more? If you 
ſay theſe are Myſteries of State, and there- 
fore not to be examine; I am ſure the M- 
fteries you attack have yet a better Title to 
your Reſpect, and leſs Miſchief will attend 
on their remaining not ſubject to Enguiry. 
Or will you borrow the Arguments of 
your Adverſary, and plead the Neceſfity of 
Submiſſion, and the Danger of ſetting up 


Reajon againſt Authority © If fo, I would 
only put you in Mind, that als Authority 


Nous from Reaſon, and ought to loſe its 
| 1 Force 
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Force in Proportion as it deviates from 1 irs 
Source. 


It is a Jeſt to * ** Mankind cannot 
be governed without theſe Impqſitions; they 
were governed happily before theſe were in- 
vented, much more happily than they have 
been ever ſince: As well may it be ſaid, 
that Chriſtian Piety, which was eftabliſh- 
ed in plain Dealing and Simplicity, muft 
be ſupported by the Knavery and Pagean- 
try introduced in late Ages by the Church 
of Rome. But the Truth is, that moſt 
Men do in the State juſt what you {ay has 
been done in the Church; they maintain 
Abuſes by Preſcription, and make the bad 
Condition Things are in, an Argument for 
letting them grow worſe. 

I cannot, ſaid I, debate with the Gentle- 
man who has attacked the Abuſes of Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Power upon the particular Facts 
he has aſſerted, nor will I wholly deny 
the Concluſions he draws from thoſe Facts. 
But it ſeems to me that he has often con- 
founded two Things entirely different, a 
juſt Regard to Religion, without which 
no Society can long ſubſiſt, and a weak 

B b 3 Attach- 
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Attachment to what either Folly or K nave- 
ry may have grafted upon Religion, and 
ſanctiſied under that Name. Jo diſtin- 


| guith theſe 18 the Part of a Man of Senſe, 


and a good Man; bur to attack both with- 
our any Diſtinction, to attack the firſt be- 
cauſe of the laſt, is at leaſt as far from true 
Wiſdom as Superſtition itſelf. ' Can a worſe 
Corruption, or a more dreadful Diſorder, 
ariſe in any Government than an open 
Contempt of Religion, avowed and pro- 
feſſed? A Nation where that prevails, is 
on the Brink of Deſtruction. What De- 
gree of Reſpect or Submiſſion is due to 
particular religious Opinions, even to thoſe 
that are not eſſential, I will not take upon me 
now to diſpute; but this I am ſure of, that 
a blind Confidence in temporal Affairs, agrees 
very ill with Doubt in Spirituals. A free 
Enquirer into Points of Speculation ſhould, 
beyond all others, be aſhamed of a tame 
Compliance in Points of Action. | 
The Unthinking may be paſſive from 
Deluſion, or at leaſt from Inadvertency ; 
but the greateſt Monſter and worſt Criminal 
in Society, is a FREE-THINKING SLAVE» 


LET- | 
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. SELIM 70 MIRZA at Iſpahan. 


From London. 


VE R V Nathor has ſome peculiar 
Excellence by which it is diſtinguith= 
ed from its Neighbours, and of which 
without Vanity it may boaſt: Thus Traly 
produces the fineſt Singers; England the 
ſtouteſt Boxers ; Germany the profoundeſt 
Theologians; and France is incomparable 
for its Cooks. This laſt Advantage carries 
the Palm from all the reſt, and that Na- 
tion has great Reaſon to be proud of it, as 
a Talent of univerſal Currency; and for 

which all other Countries do them Ho- 
mage : On this ſingle Perfection depends 
the Pleaſure, the Magnificence, the Pride, 
nay the Reputation of every Court in 
Europe. Without a good French Cooꝶ there 
is no Embaſſador can poſſibly do his Maſ- 
ter's Buſineſs; no Secretary of State can 


hold his Office, no Man of Quality can 
ſupport 
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Ws: his Rank and Dignity. A Friend 
of mine who frequently has the Honour 
to dine at the Tables of the Ereat, tor 
vhich he pays no higher Price than bis 
Vote in Parliament, has ſometimes obliged 
me with the Bill of Fare, and (as near 
as he could) an Eſtimate of the Charge 
which theſe genteel Entertainments are 
attended with. I told him, that their 
Dinners put me in Mind of what I had 
heard about their Politics: They are Ar- 
tificial, Unſubtantial and Unwholeſome, but 
at the ſame time moſt ruinou/ly Expenſive. 
Sure, ſaid I, your Great Men mutt have 
Digeſtions prodigiouſly ſharp and ſtrong, 
to carry off ſuch a.Load of various Meats 
as are ſerved up to them every Day ! They 


muſt not only be made with Heads and 
Hearts, but with Stomachs very different | 


from other People ! 
Not in the leaſt, anſwered ws 


before them : 


tended for Ornament than Uſe. 


They 

ſeldom touch any HY: the Dainties that are 
Thoſe Dainties, like the | 
Women in your Seraglios, are more in- 
There is 
always a plain Dith ſet in a Corner, a | 
homely 
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homely * of Eugliſb Beef or Mutton, 
on which the Maſter of the Feaſt makes 
his Dinner, and two or three choice Friends, 
who are allowed to have a Cut with him 
out of ſpecial Grace and Favour, while 
the reſt are languiſhing in vain for ſuch a 
Happineſs, and piddling upon Ortolans 
and Truffles. 

Thave ſeen a poor Country Gentleman 
ſit down to one of theſe fine Dinners with 
an extream Diſlike to the Freuch Cookery; 
yet, for Fear of being counted unpolite, 
not daring to refuſe any thing that was 
offered him; but cramming and ſweating 
with the Struggle between his Averſion 
and Civility. 

Why then, ſaid I, this continnal Extra- 
vagance 2 Why this Number of Victims 
daily facrificed to the Dæmon of Luxury? 
How is it worth a Man's while to undo 
himſelf, perhaps to undo his Country, 
that his Board may be graced with Pates 
of Perigord, when his Gueſts had rather 
have the Fowl from his Barn-door ? Your 
Compariſon of the Seraglio will not hold ; 
tor though indeed there 1s an nee 

Variety, 
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Variety, yet they are not a// ed up to 
us together; we content ourſelves with one | 
or two of them at a Meal, and reſerve the | 
reſt for future Entertainments. I con- 


cluded, with repeating to him a Story, 


which 1s taken out of the Annals of our | 


Kings. 


Schah Abbas, at the Bein of his 
Reign, was more luxurious than became 
ſo great a Prince. One might have judged | 
of the Vaſtneſs of his Empire, by the Va- 
riety of Diſhes at his Table: Some were 
Ps him from the Euphrates and Perſſan 
Gulph, others from the Oxus and Caſpian | 
Sea. One Day, when he gave a Dinner to | 
his Nobles, Mabomet Ali, Keeper of the 
three 'Tombs, was placed next to the beſt | 
Diſh of all the Feaſt, out of R eſpe& for 
the Sanctity of his Office: But inſtead of | 
falling to, and eating heartily, as Huly | 
Men are wont to do, he fetched a diſmal 
Groan, and tell a Weeping. Sh Abbas, 
ſurpriſed at his Behaviour, deſired him to | 
explain it to the Company : He would | 
tain have been excuſed, but the Soph! or- 
dered him, on Pain of his Diſpleaſure, to 
acquaint 
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acquaint them with the Caule of his Diſ- 
order. 

Know then, ſaid he, O Monarch of the 
Earth, that when I ſaw thy Table covered 
in this Manner, it brought to my Mind a 
Dream, or rather Viſion, which was ſent 
me from the Prophets whom I ſerve : On 


the ſeventh Night of the Moon Rhamazan, 


[ was ſleeping under the Shade of the ſa- 
cred Tombs, when, methought, the holy 
Ravens of the Sanctuary bore me up on 
their Wings into the Air, and in a few 
Moments conveyed me to the loweſt Hea- 
ven, where the Meſſenger of God, on 
whom be Peace, was fitting 1 in his tum; 
nous Tribunal, to receive Petitions from 
the Earth. Around him ſtood an infinite 
Throng of Animals, of every Species and 
Quality, which all joined in preferring a 
Complaint againſt thee, Schah Aboas, for 
deſtroying them wantonly and tyranni- 
cally, beyond what any Neceſſity could 

juſtify, or any natural Appetite demand. 
It was alledged by them, that ten or 
twelve of them were often murdered, to 
compoſe one Diſh for the Niceneſs of thy 
Palate ; 


* 


"Shs 5 ſome gave their Tongues only, 
ſome their Bowels, ſome their Fat, and 
others their Brains, or Blood. In mort, 
they deelared, ſuch conſtant Waſte was 
made of chem, that unleſs a Stop was put 
to it in Time, they ſhould periſh entirely 
by thy Gluttony. The Prophet hearing 
this, bent his Brows, and ordered fix Vul- | 
tures to fetch thee alive before him: They 
inftantly brought thee to his Tribunal, | 
where he commanded thy Stomach to be | 
opened, and examined whether it was big- | 
ger or more capacious than thoſe of other | 
Men : When it was found to be juſt of | 
the common Size, he permitted all the | 
Animals to make Repriſals on the Body of | 
their Deſtroyer ; but before one in ten | 
thouſand could get at thee, every Particle | 
of it was devoured; fo ill-proportioned 
was the Offender to the Offence.— | 
This Story made ſuch an Impreflion on | 

the Sophi, that he would not ſuffer above 
one Diſh of Meat to be brought to his | 
Table ever after. 
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1 2 1 From London. 
"ES, ioly Mallac, I am more and more 
convinced of it; Infidelity is cer- 
tainly attended with a Spirit of Infatuation. 
The Prophet hurts the Underſtandings of 
thoſe who refuſe to receive his holy 
Law; he puniſhes the Hardneſs of their 
Hearts, by the Depravation of their Judg- 
ments. How can we otherwiſe account 
for what I have ſeen ige my Arrival 
among Chriftians ? 

I have ſeen a People, whaſe very Being 
depends on Commerce, ſuffer Laxury and 
the heavy Load of Taxes to ruin their Ma- 
nufact ures at home, and turn the Balance 
againſt them in foreign Trade 1— _ 

J have ſeen them glory in che Greatneſs 
of their Wealth, when they are reduced 
every Vear to carry on the Expences of 


mne. by robbing the very Fund 


Ce which 
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which is to eaſe them of a Debt of Fifty 
Millions - 
I have ſeen them * out Fleets, ee 
eir Forces, expreſs continual Fears of an 


7 va/ion, and ſuffer continual Depredations 


upon their Merchants from a contemptible 


Enemy, yet all the while hug themſelves 
in the Notion of being bleſt with a * 
and laſting Peace. 

LI have ſeen them 8 up in. ful Se- 
curity, upon the flouriſhing State of pub- 
lic Credit, only becauſe they had a prodi- 


gious Stock of Paper, which now, indeed, 


they circulate as Money; but which the 
firſt Alarm of a Calamity, may, in an In- 
ſtant, make meer Paper of agai i! 

I have ſeen them conſtantly buſied in 
paſſing Laws for the better Regulation of 
their Police, and never taking any Care of 
their Execution Loudly declaring the 
Abuſes of their e e and quietly 
allowing them to encreaſe | 

[ have ſeen them diſtreſt for want f 
Hands to carry on their Husbandry and 
Manufactures, yet permitting 'Thouſands 


of their People to 3 or rendered 
N c uſeleſs 


G93. 


uſeleſs and hurtful to Society, by: the abo- 
minable Uſeof Spiritous Liquors / 


I have ſeen them make ſuch a Proviſion 


for their Poor, as would relieve all their 
Wants, if well applied; and ſuffer a third 
Part of them to farve, from the Roguery 
and Riot of thoſe entruſted with the Care 


of them! 
But the Greateſ of all the Wanders I 


have ſeen, and which moſt of all proves 
their Infatuation, is, that they profeſs To 
MAINTAIN LiBtexty BY CORRUPTION | 


e . 
LETTER LXXVII. 


SELIM to Mirza at Iſpahan. 


F rom London. 


F lia thee, Mirza, on thy new- 


. Dignity ; I bow myſelf reverently 
before thee, not with the Heart of a Flar- 
terer, but a Friend: The Favour of thy 
Maſter ſhines upon thee ; he has raiſed thee 
to the right Hand of his Throne; the 


Treaſures of Perſia are committed to thy 


Ce Cuſtody : 
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Cuſtody : If thou behaveſt thyſelf honeſtly 
and 3 I ſhall think thee much Greater 
from thy Advancement; if otherwiſe, 

much Tower than before. Thou haſt under- 
taken a Charge very important to thy 
Prince, and to his People; both are equal- 
ly concerned in thy Adminiftration, both 
have equally a Right to thy Fidelity. If 
ever thou ſhalt ſeparate their Intereſts, if 
thou ſhalt ſer up the one againſt the other, 


know, it will end in the Ruin of Both, 


Do not imagine, that thy Maſter will be 
richer by draining his Subjects, of their 
Wealth: Such Gaius are irreparable Loſſes ; 


they may ſerve a preſent ſordid Purpoſe, - 


but dry up the Sources of Opulence for 
- Futurity. I would recommend to thy 
Attention and Remembrance, the Saying 
of a famous Engliſh Treaſurer in the happy 
Reign of Queen Elizabeth. I ds not love, 
ſaid that truly able Miniſter, 20 ſee the 
Treaſury ſwell like a diſtempered Spleen, when 
the other Parts of the State are in a Conſump- 
tion. Be it thy Care to prevent ſuch a 


Wr and, to that End, not only ſave 


the Public all — Expence, but 


OT” 7 8 9 
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ſo dige and order what is needful, that 
Perplexity may not ſerve to cover Fraud» 


nor Incapacity lurk behind Confuſon. Ra- 
ther ſubmit to any Difficulty and Diſtreſs 
in the Conduct of thy Miniſtry, than an- 
ticipate the Revenues of the Government 
without an abſolute Neceſſity; for ſuch 
Expedients are a Femporary Eaſe, but a per- 


manent Deſtruction. 
In relieving the People from their 
Taxes, let it alſo be thy Glory to relieve 


them from the infinite Number of Tax- 


Catherers, which, far. worſe than the 
Turkiſh or Ruſſian Armies, have harraſſed 
and plundered. our poor Country. 

As thou art the Diſtributor of the Boun- 
ties of the Crown, make them the Reward 


of Service and Merit; not the Hire of 
Paraſites and Flatterers to thy Maſter, or 


thyſelf. But, above all, as thou art now a 
public Perſon, elevate thy Mind beyond 
any private View; try to enrich the Pub- 
lic before thy ſelf; and think leſs of eſta- 
bliſhing thy Family at the Head of thy 


Country, than of ſerting thy Country at 


the Head of A/a. 
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a Conduct, thy Prince will want Thee 
more than Thou doſt Him If thou buildeſt 
thy Fortune on any other Baſis, how high 
ſoever it may riſe, it will be tottering 
from the Weakneſs of its Foundation. 

He alone is a Miniſter of State, whoſe 
Services are neceſſary to the Public ; the reſt 
are the Creatures of Caprice, and feel their 
Slavery even in their Power, © 


eee 
FETT R LXXVIII. 
SELIM 70 Mizza at Ipahan. 
From London. 


H E virtuous Abdallab is returned 
to England, after having been abſent 


fourteen Moons. I Yeſterday reſtored to | 
him his. lovely Zelis, the Wife whom he | 


had given meat his Departure, and whom 
I had treated like a Hier. Nothing ever 


was ſo moving as the Scene, when I joined 
their Hands again, after a Separation which | 
they had feared would prove. eternal. The 


Poſſeſſion 


If thou can't ſteadily —-— in ſuch 
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Poſſeſſion 4 the fineſt Woman in "the 
World could not give me ſo much Plea- 


ſure as this Act of Humanity and Juſtice : 


I made two People happy who deſerved 


it; and am ſecure of the Affections of 


both to the laſt Moment of their Lives. 


When the Tranſports of their Joy were 


a little over, Abdallah gave me the follow- 
ing Relation of all that had happened to 


him fince he left us.— 


The HISTOR Y of Abdallah. 


O U know that I failed from England 
with an Intent to redeem my Father 
From Captivity : As ſoon as I came to 
Malta, I went and threw myſelf at the 
Feet of the Grand Maſter, beſeeching him 
to take the Ranſom I had brought, and 


ſer my Father free. 


He anſwered me, that the Perſon for 
whom I ſued, was no longer in a Condt- 


tion to be ed being condemned to 
die the next Day. I was ready to die my- 
elf at this Account; and defiring to know 
"Eh us Offence, - was informed, that being 


unable 
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unable to redeem himſelf; he was put to 
the Oar like a common Slave, without any 
Regard to his Innocence or Age: That 


during an Engagement with a Turkiſh Ship, 
he had perſuaded the other Slayes to quit 


their Oars, and fight againſt the Chriſti- 
ans; but, that being overpowered, he was 


broughe to Malta, and- condemaed to be 


broke upon theW heel,as an Example to the 
other Captives in the Gallies : That this 
dreadful Sentence was to be executed upon 
him the Morning after my Arrival, and no 
Ranſom could be accepted for his Lite. 

O Heaven! ſaid I, did I come fo far to 
no other Purpoſe, but to be Witneſs of the 
Death of my wretched Father, and a Death 
ſo full of Horror? Would the Waves of 
the Sea had 1 wallowed me up, before J 
reached this fatal and accurſed Shore! O 
- Abderamen / O my Father! what ayails 
to thee the Piety of thy Son? How fhall 
I bear to take my Leave of thee for ever, 
at our firſt Meeting, after an Abſence 
which ſeemed ſo long? Can I ſtand by, and 
give thee up to Torments, when I flattered 
myſelf that I arrived to bring thee Liber- 


ty ? 


09 
ty? Alas! my Preſence will only —_ 
vate thy Sufterings, and make the Bitter- 
_ neſs of Death more inſupportable. 

In this Extremity, I offered the Grand 
Maſter, not only to pay down all the 
Ranſom I had promiſed before, but to 
yield myſelf a voluntary Slave, and ſerve 


in the Gallies all my Life, if Abderamen's 


might be ſpared. 

He ſeemed touched with my | Propoſal, 
and inclined to pity me ; but was told by 
a Jeſuit, who was his Confeſſor, that an 


Example of Severity was neceffary ; and 


that he ought to pardon my Father on no 
Terms but renouncing Mabometiſim, and 
being converted immediately to the Church 


7 Rome. 
No, cried I, if That is to be the Price 


of a few unhappy Years, it is better both 


of us ſhould periſh than accept them. But 
can you, faid I to the Prieſt, who profeſs 
an Holineſs ſuperior to other Men, can you 
obſtra& the Mercy of your Prince, and 
compel him to deſtroy a wretched Man, 


whoſe only Crime was the natural Love of 


Liberty 2 Ts this your Way of making 


Converts: 
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Converts to your Faith, by the Terror of 
Racks and Wheels, inſtead of Reaſon?— 
My Reproaches ſignified nothing but to 
Incenſe him, and I quitted the Palace in 
Deſpair. I was going to the Priſon to ſee 
my Father, for the firſt and laſt Time, 
when a Turkiſh Slave accoſted me, and bid 
me follow him. I refuſed to do it, but he 
aſſured me it was of Moment to the Life 
of Abderamen. I followed him, and he led 
me by a Back-way to a Woman's Apart- 
ment in the Palace.—I continued there till 
paſt Midnight without ſeeing any body, in 
Agitations not to be conceived: At laſt 
there came to me a Lady richly dreſſed in 
the Habit of my own Country. After 


looking at me attentively ſome Time, 01! 


Abaallah, ſaid ſhe, have you forgot Zo- 
raide, the Siſter of Zelis f 
| Theſe Words ſoon brought her to my 
Remembrance, though I had not ſeen her 
for many Years: I embraced her tenderly, 
and deſired to hear what Fortune had 
carried her to Malta? 

You know, ſaid ſhe, that my Family is of 
the Iſland of Cyprus, and that I was married 


young 
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young to a rich Merchant of Aleppo. I had 
by him two Children, a Son and Daughter; 
and lived very happily ſome Years, till my 
Husband's Buſineſs carrying him to Cypras, 
I perſuaded him to let me go, and make a 
Viſit to my Relations in that Iſland. In 


our Paſſage a violent Storm aroſe, which 
drove us Weſtward beyond the Iſle of 


Candia; and before we could put into any 


Harbour, a Malteſe Pyrate attack'd us, 
killed my Husband, and carried me to Malta. 
My Beauty touched the Heart of the Grand 
Maſter, which is the more ſurprizing, as 
I took no Pains to ſet it off, thinking of 
nothing but the Loſs I had ſuſtained: He 
bought me of the Knight, whoſe Prize I 
was; and I thought it ſome Comfort in 
my Captivity, that I was delivered from 
the Hands that had been ftained in my 
Husband's Blood: The Paſſion of my new 
Lord was ſo exceſſive, that he uſed me more 
like a Princeſs than a Slave. He could deny 
me nothing I asked him, and was ſo libe- 
ral, that he never approached me without a 
Preſent Lon es the r and Magniti- 
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cence in which I live: My W ealth is great, 


and my Power in this Place ſuperior to 
any-body's. Hear then, Abdallah, what my 


Friendſhip has done for you, and remember 


the Obligation you have to me; I have 
employed all my Intereſt with my Lover 
to fave the Life of Ab@eramen He has 


conſented to it, and moreoyer, to ſet him 


free upon the Payment of the Ranſom you 
propoſed. But, in Recompence for the Aid 


which I Have given you, you muſt promiſe 


to aſſiſt me in an Affair that will, probably, 
be attended with ſome Danger. I aſſured 
her, there was nothing I would not riſque 
to do the Sifter of Złlis atiy Service. 


You ſhall know, faid ſhe, what it is I 
require of you, when the Time comes: to 
put it in Execution; till then remain at 
* and wait my Orders. 

At theſe Words the. delivered to me a 
Pardon under the Seal of the Grand Maſ- 
rer, and bid me carry it inſtantly to my 
Father; I was ſo tranſported that I could 
not ſtay to thank her; I ran, I flew eto 
the Priſon of Apderamen, and ſhe wing the 

Order I brought with me to his Guards, 


Was 
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Was admitted to the en where he 


lay. 


cer that came to carry him to the Place 


of Execution, fainted away before I had 


Time to. diſcover to him either my. Perſon 
or my Errand. While he lay in that State 


of Inſenſibility,! I unbound his Chains, and 
bore him into the open Air, where, with 
a good. deal of Difficulty he recovered. O- 
my Father! ſaid I to him (when I perceived 


that his Senſes were returned) do you not 
know your Son Abdallah, who is come 


hither to ſave your Life, who has obtained 
your Pardon, and redeemed you from 
Captivity ?——The Surprize of Joy that 
ſeized him in that Inſtant at my Sight and 

Words, was too ſudden and violent for his 
Age and Weakneſs to ſupport. He ſtruggled 


ſome Time to make an Anſwer ; but at 


laſt, ſtraining me in his Arms, and mutter- 


ing ſome halt-formed Sounds, he ſunk 

down, and expired on my Boſom.— 
When I ſaw that he was dead, I loſt all 
Patience, and covering myſelt wich Duſt 
Dd  bewailed 


The poor old Man expetting. nothing ; 
but Death, and believing I was the Offi- 


14 
| 5 my Folly, i in not telling him my 
| good Tidings by Degrees. 

By this Time it was broad Day, and the 
whole Town being informed of my Afflic- 
tion, was gathered about me in great 
Crowds. The Grand Maſter himſelf taking 
Pity of me, ſent to tell me, that he would 
permit me to bear away my Father's Body 
to Aleppo, and excuſe me the Ranſom I 
had offered, ſince Death had delivered him 
without it. This Indulgence comforted 
me a little, and I would have embarqued 
immediately for the Levant, if I bad not 
been ſtopped by my Promiſe to Zoraide. 
Several Days paſſed without my hearing 
any News of her. I had already hired a 
ſmall Veſſel, and put on board the Re- 
mains of Abderamen, when, late one Night, 
I was waked out of my Sleep by Zoraide 
in the Habit of a Man, who told me, that 
the was come to claim my Promiſe, I asked 
what ſhe required me to do? To carry me 
to Aleppo, anſwered the, that I may ſee 
my dear Children once again, and enrich 
them with the Treaſures which I have 
gained from the Bounty of my Lover. 
Thoſe 


them; in the Midſt of all my Pomp and 
outward Pleaſure I am perpetually pining 
for their Loſs; the Mother's Heart is un- 
ſatisfied within; nor will it let me enjoy 
a Moment's Peace, till I am reſtored to 
them in my happy native Land. As ſhe 
ſaid this, ſhe ſhewed me ſome Bags of Gold, 


and a Casket filled with Jewels of great 


Value. I muſt inſiſt, Abdallah, continued 
ſhe, that you ſet ſail this very Night, and 
take me along with you. The Weather is 
tempeſtuous, but that Circumſtance will 
favour my Eſcape; and J had rather ven- 
ture to 'periſh in the Sea, than live any 
longer from my Family. 

The Senſe of the Obligation I had to 
her made me conſent to do what ſſie de- 
fired, how perilous ſoever it appeared to 
me. As I had a Permiſſion from the Grand 
Maſter to go away as ſoon as I thought fit, 
I put to Sea that Night without wy Hin- 
drance, and the Wind blowing hard off 

the Shore, in a little while we were out of 


Sight of Malta. The Water was ſo rough 


for to or three Days, that we thought it 
a im- 
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impothble our Barque could weather it out ; 
bur ar length the Storms abating, we pur- 
ſued our Voyage with a very fair Wind, 
and arrived ſafe in the Port of e eee 
Zoraide was tranſported with the Thought 
of being ſo near Aleppo, and her Children; 
the embraced me in the moſt affectionate 
Manner, and expreſſed a Gratitude for the 
Service I had done her far beyond what it 
deſerved. But how great was her Diſap- 
pointment and Afﬀiiction, when we were 
told by the People of Scandercon, that the 
Plague was at Aleppo, and had deſtroyed a 
third Part of the Inhabitants ! 

Ah, wretched Zoraide / cried ſhe weep- 
ing, where are now all thy Hopes of being 
bleſt in the Sight of thy two Children? 
Perhaps thoſe rwo Children are no more; 
or, if they ſtill live, it is in hourly Ex- 
 pectation of dying with the reſt of their 
Fellow Citizens. Perhaps, at this Moment 
they begin to ſicken, and want the Care 
of their Mother tg tend upon them, when 
they are abandoned by every other Friend. 

Thus did ſhe torture herſelf with dread- 


ful Apprehenſions, and often turning her 
Eyes 


mod T ere | a 
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Eyes towards Aleppo, gave herſelf up to 


all the Agonies of Grief. i 

I-ſaid every Thing I could think of to 
_ relieve her, but ſne would nor be com- 
forted. | | 


The -next Morning the Servants I had 


put about her, came and told me, that ſhe 
was not to be found: They alſo brought 
me a Letter Which informed me, that not 
being able to "endure the Uncertainty ſhe 
was in about her Children, ſhe had ſtollen 
away by Night, and gone to Aleppo to 
ſhare their Danger with them. That if ſhe 


and her Family eſcaped rhe Sickneſs, I 


ſhould hear from her again; but that if 
they died, ſhe was reſolved not to ſurvive 
them. She added, that ſhe had left me a 
Box of Diamonds worth two thouſand 
Piſtoles, being a fourth Part of the Jewels 
which ſhe had brought from Malta by my 

Aſſiſtance. | 
You may imagine how deeply I was 
altected at reading this Letter. I reſolved 
to ſtay at Scanderoyn till I had ſome News 
of her, not withſtanding my paſſionate De- 
fire to return to Zelis. I had waited five 
Weeks with great Impatience, when we 
received Accounts that the Infection was 
ceaſed, and the Commerce with Aleppo 
reſtored again. I immediately went to viſit 
Da 3 my 
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my native Town; but, alas! I had little 
Pleaſure in the Sight of ir, after ſo diſmal 
a Calamity. My firſt Enquiry was about 
Zoraide and her Children. They carried me 
to her Houſe, where I found her Son, a 
Youth of ſixteen. When I made mylelf 
known to him, he fell a weeping, and told 
me his Mother and Siſter were both dead. 
I very ſincerely joined with him in his 
Griet, and offered to reſtore to him the 
Jewels ſhe had given me. No, Abdallah, 
ſaid he, I am rich enough in what inherit 
from my Father and Zoraide. But theſe 
R iches cannot comfort me for her Death, 
nor any Time wear out of my Remem- 
brance the uncommon Affection which 
occalioned it. O, Abdallah what a Mo- 
ther have I loſt, and what a Friend are 
you deprived of? When ſhe came hither, 


continued he, from Scandercon, my Siſter 


and I believed we had ſeen a Spirit: But 
when we found it was really Zoraide, our 


Hearts melted with Tenderneſs and Joy. 


That Joy was ſoon over; for, the third 
Day after her Arrival at Aleppo, I found 


my ſelf ſeized with the Diſtemper She never 


quitted my Bedſide during my Illneſs, and 


to the Care ſhe took of me I owed my 
Life : But it proved fatal ro her and my 
poor Siſter, who both caught the — 

| y 
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by nurſing me; and having weaker Con- 
ſtitutions were not able to ſtruggle with it 
ſo well. My Siſter died firſt, and Zoraide 
quickly followed: When ſhe perceived 
herſelf juſt expiring, the called me to her, 
and bid me endeavour to find you out at 
Scanderoon, and let you know, that the 
| bequeathed to you the Portion ſhe had in- 
tended for my Siſter, amounting to five 
thouſand Pieces of Gold, as to the Man in 
the World the moſt eſteemed : She added, 
that to you ſhe recommended me with her 
lateſt Breath, imploring you to take Care 
of me for her Sake, and the Sake of her 

Siſter Zelis.— 3 
The poor Boy was not able to go on 
with his Story any further. I accepted the 
Legacy, and did my utmoſt to diſcharge 
worthily the Truſt conferred upon me : 
But my firſt Care was to bury Abderamen 
with all the Pomp that our Cuſtoms will 
admit. After ſome Time ſpent in ſettling 
the Affairs of my Pupil, and my own, I 
took a Paſſage on board an Engliſß Ship, 
and arrived happily in London. 
I am now poſſeſt of a Fortune that is 
ſufficient to maintain Zelis in the Manner 
deſire, and have nothing more to ask of 
Heaven but an Opportunity of repaying 
you, 


320 
you, O Selim, the F riendſhip and nt. 


neſs you have ſhe wn me. 
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EU TT LXXIX. 
'SELIM o Mirza at Iſpahan. 


From London. 


AM going, in the Confidence of Friend- 

to give thee a Proof of the Weak· 

Ke of? human Nature, and the unaccoun- 
table Capriciouſneſs of our Paſſions. Since 
I delivered up Zelis to her Husband, I 
have not enjoyed a Moment's Peace. Her 
Beauty, which I faw without Emotion 
while the continued in my Power, now the 
is out of it, has fired me to that Degree that 
I have almoſt loſt my Reaſon. I cannot 
bear to ſee her in the Poſſeſſion of the Man 
to whom I gave her: If Shame, if Deſpair 
did not hinder it, I ſhould ask him for her 
again.—In this Unealineſs and Diſorder of 
my Mind, there remains but one Part for 
-me to take: I muſt fly trom her 'Charms 
and my own Weakneſs, I muſt retire into 
Perfra, and endeavour by Abſence, and dit- 
ferent Objects to efface the Impreffions the 


has made. Alas ! what ſhall I find * 
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A Seraglio compoſed of beautiful Haves, 
the mercenary Proſtitutes, or relutt ant Vic- 
tims to groſs and tyrannical Luft. What 
rational Commerce can I hope for with 7hſe, 
what true Affection, What ſolid Peace, What 
heart-felt Delight © But were Zelis my 
Wife, in ſuch a Wife I thould find the moſt 
endeared, moſt pleaſing, moſt faithful Friend. 
All the Precautions of Eaſtern Jealouſy 
would then be unneceſlary ; thoſe wretched 
Precautions, which, while they bar the 
Door againſt Diſhonour, taut out Eſteem, 
the Lite of Friendſhip, and Confidence, 
the Soul of Love. Thou wilt be ſurpriſed 
at my talking thus, but what I feel for 
Zelis, and what I have ſeen in England, 
has overcome my native Prejudices : I 
have ſeen here Wives, over whole Conduct, 
though perfectly free, Religion, Honour 
and Love are ſtricter Guards than Legions 
of Eunuchs, or Walls of Braſs: I have 
ſeen, by Conſequence, much happier Huſ- 
bands than any Per/jan can pothbly be. We 
will diſcourſe on this Subject more fully 
when I am with thee, and it will be my 
greateſt Pleaſure to try to remoye out of 
thy Mind all rhoſe Prepoſſeſſions of which 
my own has been cured by my Abode in 
this Country. It I bring thee home Truth, 
I am ſure thou wilt think that I have tra- 


velled 


© | 
velled to better Purpoſe, than if I came 
back fraught wich the Gold of Peru, or 
the Diamonds of . Golconda. I have more 
than compleated the four Years Stay 1 
Propoſed making in England, and am now 
determined to paſs through France as far as 
Marſeilles, and embarque from thence for 
the Levant, as ſoon as the Buſineſs, with 
which I am charged on the Part of ſome 
of my Friends with the Zurkey Merchants 
there, will permit. It is my fixed Reſo- 
ution to go away, without giving Lelis 
the leaſt Intimation of the Cauſe of my 
Departure: Abdallah ſhall never know 
that I am his Rival; it would take too 


much from the Character of a Friend. Thou 
art the only one to whom I dare confide 


my nan ; and ſince it has hurt no- body 
bur myſelt, | 
than blame me for it. 


eee 


LEFT . 
SLIM fo Mirza at Iſpahan. 
From London. 


ceiyed my Adieus; the Combat is paſt; 
my Reſolutions ftrengthen, and thou 
8 mayeſt 


J hope thou wilt rather pity 


Y A M juſt on the Point of leaving | 
1 England; Abdallah and Zelis have le- 


mayeſt expect ere long to ſee thy Friend, = 
with a. And A good deal altered by his, 


Travels, but a Heart which to Thee, to his 


Country, and 10 his Duty 18 {ill the ſame. 

It would be unjuſt and ungrateful in me 
to quit this Hana, without expreſſing a 
very high Eſteem of the good Senſe, Since- 
rity, and good Nature J have found among 
the Engliſh To theſe Qualities I might 
alſo add Politenegſs, which certainly they 
have as good a Title to as. any of their 
Neighbours ; but J am afraid that this Ac- 
complithment has been acquired roo much 
ar the Expence of other Virtues more ſolid 
and eſſential. Of their Induftry, their 
Commerce is a Proof; and for their Valour, 
let their Enemies declare it. Of their Faults 
[ will at preſent ſay no more, but that 


many of them are newly introduced, and fo. 


contrary to the Genius of the People, that 
one would hope they might be eafily rooted 
out. They are undoubredly, all Circum- 
ſtances conſidered, a very Great, a very 
Powerful, and Happy. Nation ; but how 
long they ſhall conzinue ſo depends entirely 
on the Preſervation of their Liberty. To the 
Conſtitution of their Government alone are 
attached all theſe Bleſſings and Advantages: 
Should That ever be depraved or corrupted, 
they muſt expect to become the moſt con- 

temptible, 
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wdetemptible, and moſt. unhappy of Mankind, 
For what can ſo much aggravate rhe 

W retchedneſs of an Oppreſſed and Ruined 
People, as the Remembrance of former 

Freedom and Proſperity ? All the Images 
and Traces of their Liberty, which, it i 

\. probable, no Change will quite deſtroy M 
muſt be a perpetual Reproach and Tormend 
to them, tor having ſo degenerately parted 
with their Birth-right. And if Slavery is t 
be endured, where is the Man that woulda 
not rather chuſe it under the warm Sun 
of Agra, or Iſpahan, than in the Northern 
Climate of EH l, _ - 

1 have theretore taken my Leave of my 
Friends here, with this affectionate, Well-M 
meant Advice, that chey ſhould vigilan-lyl 
watch over their Conſtitution, and guard iti 
by thoſe ſtrong Bulwarks Which alone are 
able to ſecure it, a firm Union of all honeſt 
Men, Filſtice upon public Off enders, national 
and private Frugality. tho = 
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Page 40, Line 4. read, think every thing rigot. p. 65, 
| I. 8. r. Sets, and after. p. 63, I 17. T. The young 
= Troglodites. p. 67, 1 5. r. Arguments to conf ute.” 
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